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AN APPRECIATION OF A MAN. 


Intelligent, faithful and conscientious work is the 
basis of the success of most men. The man who works 
is the man who wins. When to hard work the individual 
adds conscientiousness and intelligence, so much the 
surer and so much the more quickly does success come 
to him. Of such a man this brief chronicle relates. 

John Jay Wemple, of Cleveland, Ohio, was born at 
his father’s homestead on the shore of Chautauqua lake, 
near the village of Ashville, Chautauqua county, N. Y., 
August 23, 1849. His father was Hiram 8. Wemple, the 
son of Henry Wemple, the son of one of three brothers 
who came from Holland to America about the year 1770. 
The paternal grandfather was one of the principals of 
the civil engineers who laid out the famous Holland 
purchase in western New York. Hiram 8S. Wemple was 
reared to all the hardships consequent to the life of a 
pioneer and at the age of 27 years married Miss 
Sophia Kidder, daughter of Capt. Nathan Kidder, 
who was a grandson of one of three brothers who 
came from Holland at an early day. 

By lineage John Jay Wemple is connected with 
some of the best families of Holland and England, 
and through his grandmother, the wife of Henry 
Wemple, with the best blood of France. He was 
reared to hard labor on one of the large dairy 
farms of Chautauqua county, but received a com- 
mon school education and at the age of 16 attended 
for one term of three months the “Old Jamestown 
Academy.” After another year of arduous work 
he completed his collegiate education, with two 
terms of six months each at the Jamestown Union 
school and College Institute, from which he was 
graduated with credit. 

Mr. Wemple’s career was thereupon launched. He 
became a school teacher. He was the instructor in 
a common school in Warren county, Pennsylvania. 
At the age of 19 he anticipated the advice of Horace 
Greeley and went west to grow up with the country, 
He reached Centralia, Kan., on March 25, 1869, 
which was the year following the great drouth and 
grasshopper raid. 

For two years he followed tlre profession of 
teaching in the schools of Nemaha county. With 
him hard work and studious habits went together. 
He recognized the value of learning. He learned 
practical things. He was ambitious to progress; 
he wanted to succeed. He learned telegraphing, 
and in 1871 entered the railroad service. Thus 
he was graduated from the severe task of summer 
farm work and fall and winter school teaching 
to the Wetmore station agency of the central 
branch of the Union Pacific railroad. Here his 
intelligent ‘habits of labor were appreciated, and he was 
gradually advanced in railroad work, first to the agency 
at Sebetha, Kan., on the St. Joseph & Denver City rail- 
road, and next to the position of terminal agent of the 
‘ame company at Hastings, Neb. Here he remained 
until the spring of 1879, when he entered the lumber 
business at Hastings, which he followed for the next 
four years, 

In 1883 the talents of Mr. Wempte were recognized 
by the Paine Lumber Company, of Oshkosh, Wis., and 
aoe as the general managing agent of the 
thes “a western business of that big corporation, Some 
me i Pi company concluded to centralize its inter- 
this bes isposed of its western business. Mr. Wemple 
a secretary and treasurer of quite an extensive 
a a During his residence in Hastings 
ng a and commercial honors were bestowed 
ices 2 considerable extent. He was city council- 
a ™ » eet in two or three different banks. He 
aay ca Irector in the Nebraska Loan & Trust Com- 

of the local street railway company. 





During his residence in Kansas, in 1872, he returned 
to Chautauqua county, New York, and was married to 
the sweetheart of his youth, Miss Rosetta Mitchell, who 
happily is still his faithful companion and life partner. 

In the summer of 1889 the Paine Lumber Company 
again sought the services of Mr. Wemple and induced 
him to leave his associates and business in the west and 
come to Cleveland, Ohio. He became the secretary, treas- 
urer and general manager of the Ohio Sash & Door Com- 
pany, of that city, which was then a comparatively new 
allied house of the Paine Lumber Company. Under Mr. 
Wemple’s able and liberal management this company 
has become one of the best known in the country. It 
has progressed and prospered, and its trade extends to 
nearly all sections of the country east of the Mississippi 
river. The business of this institution consists not 
only in handling in a wholesale way a large portion of 
the sash, door and blind product of the parent house 





JOHN J. WEMPLE, 
of Cleveland, O. 


at Oshkosh but it also wholesales every variety of 
material that goes to make up the trim and finish in 
house building. Today upward of 300 carloads consti- 
tute the annual handlings of the company in these mate- 
rials. 

The plant of the Ohio Sash & Door Company at Cleve- 
land consists of a big warehouse, office and adjacent 
buildings, the whole presenting an imposing picture of 
commercial importance. The warehouse is of substan- 
tial brick construction, the main portion 76x224 feet 
in size. The first floor is devoted to a shipping room, 
but is used in part for the storage of stock. Here are 
about 100 molding bins, each 3x3x18 feet, built of 
matched stock and dust proof; sash weight bins, one 
for each size, and adjacent rooms in which are stored 
building and roofing paper. A half floor above, 76x112 
feet, is devoted to the storage of 4-pane) doors and knock- 
down frames. 

The second floor, the full size of the structure, is used 
for the storage of sash and for 5-panel and 5-cross-panel 
doors. Opening on to this floor is an L which contains 


six rooms each about twenty feet square, used for the 
storage of veneered and cottage doors. The third floor 
of the warehouse is entirely occupied by a stock of 
brackets, gable ornaments, stair work ete. 

At one end of the main building is a minor structure, 
38x76 feet, the lower story of which is used for a 


painting and glazing room; and the second story as a 


carpenter and framing shop. Adjoining this structure is 
a shed, 40x60 feet, used for the storage of trucks and 
wagons. Nearby is a brick barn, 48x60 feet, containing 
eight box stalls, and equipped as a model barn. Across 
the alley is a paint shop, 30x60 feet, and a building at 
the end of it, 60x70 feet, devoted to the storage of porch 
columns, dimension shingles ete. At the other end of 
this shed is a brick building, 50x60 feet, used for the 
storage of yellow pine lumber, flooring, ceiling and siding. 

A suitable power plant runs the machinery incident 

to the execution of quick order work and the running of 
the several elevators. “onvenient side tracks reach 
all parts of the group of buildings. 

On the street front, about forty feet from the 
main building, is located the handsome and con- 
venient office structure, which contains the man- 
ager’s office, a bookkeeper’s room, the estimator’s 
room, a stenographer’s room, a sample room and 
a private office. In the sample room are kept 
specimens of all articles offered for sale. 

The officers of the Ohio Sash & Door Company 
are J. W. Himebaugh, president; George M. Paine, 
vice president, and J. J. Wemple, secretary and 
treasurer. 

Mr, Wemple was initiated into Masonry on June 
12, 1875. His interest in the great fraternity has 
grown and become a part of his life. He has 
gradually risen to the acme of Masonic honors, and 
is a Scottish Rite Mason. His taste for fraternal 
organization led him to take a deep interest at an 
early period in the history of the lumbermen’s 
order of Hoo-Hoo, and for several years he has 
been prominently identified with that organiza- 
tion. He has acted as Vicegerent Snark of Ohio, and 
two years ago barely escaped, by his own choice, 
from being chosen Snark of the Universe. 

Mr. Wemple was brought up in a religious 
atmosphere, and is a Methodist. He is a communi- 
cant of the Euclid avenue Methodist Episcopal 
church of Cleveland, is a member of the official 
board and active in furthering the cause of organ- 
ized christianity. 

Personally, Mr. Wemple is aggressive, broad- 
minded and public spirited, and the personifica- 
tion of geniality itself. His popularity is country 
wide, and it is with unusual pleasure that the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN presents this meager and 

incomplete sketch of the life and work of an individual 
so admired, esteemed and honored. 

A lumberman neighbor of Mr. Wemple’s recently re- 
ferred to him as being entitled to a brand corresponding 
to that affixed to the best brand of white pine 18-inch 
shingles—XXX. In the case of Mr. Wemple he avers 
that it should be MMM, as signifying that he represented 
the best Methodism, Masonry and manhood. ‘This 
alliterative commendation is justified by the character of 
the man. He is a methodist through and through by 
profession amd in the actions of his every day life. He is 
a Mason who lives a life consistent with the high tenets 
of the greatest and most noble secret order in the world. 
And he is a man, since to “do unto others as you would 
they should do unto you” is a part of his life and his 
daily living; and “in hoe signo vinces” means to him 
and is to him all the founders of the order intended. 

In the Ohio department of the current issue of this 
paper will be found an illustration of a part of the 
warehouse and manufacturing plant of the Ohio Sash 

(Continued on Page 27.) 
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In western New York the supply of silo material has 
' M giving a lot of business to the retail lumbermen. 
tis said that in one small district about 200 silos have 
n put in this year, each consuming 3,000 to 3,500 feet 





of low grade lumber and dimension. If the construction 
of that class of silos should become common all over 
the country it would mean an immense volume of busi- 
ness to the retail lumber trade and it might be well for 
retailers to cultivate this line somewhat. 





It is said that a new industry has recently sprung up 
around the head of Lake Superior that is flourishing 
amazingly. It is the stealing of logs which have become 
detached from rafts being towed to mill points. A good 
many people, particularly on the Wisconsin shore, are 
charged with making a business of securing these logs, 
sometimes using tugs for the purpose and working them 
up into cordwood and timber. One man is alleged to have 
established a saw mill on the Wisconsin side that is 
doing a handsome business in manufacturing lumber 
from his stealings, but there are salvage associations at 
Duluth and Ashland organized for the express purpose 
of saving stray logs, and these associations—the Duluth 
Log Salvage Company and the Ashland Log Salvage 
Company—purpose to take advantage of the stringent 
laws of the two states to prevent the thievery. 


BLD DDD DDD DA ™ 


The estimated railroad requirement for 1901 in steel 
rails is 2,000,000 tons. Of this quantity 400,000 tons 
have been ordered at $26, the current price. The rest 
seem to be waiting on a further reduction. It is alleged 
that one great steel producing company can make a good 
profit on rails at $13 and that there is a handsome 
profit to every one of ordinary facilities at $20. This 
condition of things has resulted in much talk of the es- 
tablishment of a great steel and rail making plant by 
the railroad companies. 

ee ee 


Everyone who visits the northern white pine country 
has seen places where dead and down timber covered 
the ground. Sometimes this is the result of fire followed 
by heavy winds, and sometimes the work of tornadoes. 
Again in some sections hemlock bark strippers have 
gone through the forests felling the timber and after 
the bark was secured leaving the tree trunks to rot. 
Many a man on a hunting or fishing trip, noting such 
a condition, has deprecated the waste and wondered 
why the timber was not utilized. Lumbermen, however, 
appreciate the difficulty of moving such timber to the 
mills and the inferior quality of its product. It seems, 
however, that up in northwestern Wisconsin an attempt 
is being made by a couple of Stillwater, Minn., loggers 
to utilize some of this material. They have secured 
control of the dead and down timber on thirty-two for- 
ties. Sixteen of these forties were secured for a total 
of $50. A camp has been established and a mill of 
moderate capacity, practically a portable mill, has been 
put in. At the date of our information the mill had 
been in operation three weeks and there was about 
1,500,000 feet of lumber on hand. It is said that this 
lumber graded much better than anticipated, ranging 
from No. 1 to No. 5, with a preponderance of No. 3. 
In view of the high price of timber and logs and the 
practically no value placed upon dead and fallen tim- 
ber, it seems possible that enterprising and experienced 
men might make a good thing in some sections where 
the amount of this material is heavy. There are some 
forties said to be practically covered with timber, rang- 
ing from absolutely sound material to mere lines of rot~ 
ten wood. 

Denver has been talking recently about an invasion of 
Washington state lumbermen who have been canvassing 
that market with the view of selling lumber on the new 
40-cent rate. Before this Washington fir has gone to 
Denver to some extent for special purposes but not in 
any general way, and it is evidently hoped to be able to 
sell fir, cedar and spruce to advantage in the Colorado 
metropolis. But after all the new territory acquired 
by the Washington lumbermen, or which they now 
have some chance to cultivate, is not large. It is said 
to comprise less than a dozen towns of any account and 
so they are only partially satisfied with their freight 
rate achievement but wish it extended further to the 
east. 

Some saw mills in Michigan which had been depend- 
ing upon the logs cut on crown lands in Canada have 
been obliged to shut down since the application of the 
$2 duty on lumber imported into this country and the 
retaliatory act of the Canadian authorities in prohibiting 
the exportation of crown land logs. A great cry has 
been sent up about this matter and it has appreciably 


affected a few towns. But those who have looked into 
the matter say that the very sections adversely affected 
by this condition are much more than compensated for 
the damage by the increased number of plants inter- 
ested in the development of other than piné timber. 
Hardwood and hemlock mills and cedar plants have been 
springing up all.over eastern Michigan and it is asserted 
by those who should know that the number of men 
employed is much larger than three years ago and that 
the output is probably larger. Not only so, but land 
formerly worthless has been given a value and rich 
farms are replacing the wastes. A good many public 
spirited and well informed citizens believe that the cut- 
ting off of the Canadian log supply was an actual 
blessing. 
SAPP 

Another efficient substitute for wood pulp in paper 
making has been discovered in the southern saw palmet- 
to, which hitherto has been considered merely a trouble- 
some undergrowth to remove in clearing land. A paper 
plant has now been established at Pensacola, Fla., rely- 
ing entirely upon this material for its supply amd very 
successfuHy. The palmetto is very hardy and can be 
cut to the ground each year with the assurance that it 
will be just as abundant the following season. It remains 
to be seen whether as a valuable product of the soil it 
will retain the thriftiness which is supposed to belong 
merely to useless plants. 





The shrinkage in the wages of workingmen in Wiscon- 
sin from 1892 to 1896 was $8,500,000. Everybody is 
busy at this time with an imcreasing demand for work- 
men that is only partially responded to. It is thus that 
a sound financial system gives rein to enterprise, and 
if a change were to be made at this time the laboring 
element of Wisconsin, or any other state, would be the 
first to feel its withering and paralyzing influemce. 





Car shortage is now felt in every part of the country, 
corroborating the reports as to the increased earnings 
of the railroad companies. It is particularly marked in 
the southwest and in some northern sections, but. is felt 
everywhere, even in the south and the Pacific northwest. 
In the latter section, however, it is confined so far to 
mills which depend upon the Canadian Pacific, the light 
crops in the agricultural regions reached by the North- 
ern Pacific and the Great Northern giving these roads 
sufficient cars to take care of the business that is 
offered. 





PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITY. 


Until the vote is counted any election is uncertain, 
but as there are those who will give odds in a wager 
on their favorite so there are those who in their busi- 
ness policy will assume the outcome. That seems to be 
the condition just now in the lumber trade. 

It is recognized by men of all parties that in case 
of a change of adnfinistration there will be a period of 
unrest, pending a definition of policies and a re-adjust- 
ment of conditions, an unsettling of values and a retard- 
ing of business. If on the contrary the present admin- 
istration shall be supported by the people things will 
go on as they are and, with the election fever over, the 
volume of business may be expected to increase and val- 
ues to harden. 

To buy for the future prior to the election is to a 
certain extent speculating or gambling on the outcome. 
Yet it is generally recognized that lumber is a good 
purchase now if the election go as most lumbermen 
hope and believe it will. Consequently there are not a 
few who are buying with some freedom, or rather who 
have been buying, for at this time, only a few days 
before November 6, the doing of new business has largely 
ceased. The very fact that so many men have been 
induced to risk something of their future because of 
their belief in a certain outcome shows how important 
it is to the welfare of the country that the hoped-for 
result should be realized. 

There has been on the whole a good business done 
during the last six weeks. Most of it has been of the 
emergency class, in materials which were wanted for 
immediate consumption, but not a little of it, as stated 
above, has been due to the belief that the election out- 
come was practically assured. Those who have thus 
had the courage of their convictions will profit thereby. 

Lumber is low in price and some woods, whose con- 
ditions at ordinary times would presage strength, are 
most demoralized. Light and broken stocks and a good 
demand usually mean firm prices; but they do not this 
season and it is largely or entirely due to the fear of 
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what may be the election outcome and the natural 
hesitancy of conservative men to anticipate so import- 
ant an event. 


TRADE STILL TO COME. 


The question if there will be any fall trade of account 
yet to be enjoyed is one which interests a great many 
lumbermen. ‘lhe most plausible arguments are ad- 
vanced in support of the theory that there will be. They 
are based on the history of the trade during the summer 
and fall. ‘The fact that buying by the retail trade has 
been almost if not entirely for current consumption and 
the further fact that stocks in the hamds of retailers 
are very light lead to the conclusion that if after 
election there is a restoration of confidence and a con- 
sequent firming of values there yet may be a consid- 
erabie demand of a stocking up sort. 

Retail yards as a class should carry larger stocks 
into the winter than they have now. Consumptive 
demamd continues good and the favorable weather is 
promoting the use of lumber. Consequently the drain 
upon the stocks is constant and there is genuine need 
of replenishment. The opinion therefore is that after 
the election is settled, provided there be a firming of 
values, there will be a decided rush of orders for a time. 

In regard to the general comdition of trade it may be 
said that the volume is unusually large for a period 
immediately preceding a national election. The south- 
ern mills almost universally report a fair volume of 
orders for domestic use. ‘I'he southwest particularly is 
favored. Texas, which paused for a time to take an 
inventory of casualties, has discovered that in spite of 
wind and flood it is in prosperous condition. The cotton 
crop is good, the price of cottomr is high and lumber is 
wanted. The only weak point in the yellow pine trade 
is in connection with the export business, which is ex- 
ceptionally dull, particularly in the eastern part of the 
guif coast. ‘This is caused partly by high ocean rates 
and partly by the fact of good supplies on the other 
side having recently come to hand. 


SEVENTY-SIX MILLION PEOPLE. 


Great is your Uncle Samuel. His family numbers 
76,295,220. Such is the figure given out by the census 
department as to the total population of the United 
States, 

Probably every reader of the LUMBERMAN will have 
seen the figures by states before this issue shall have 
reached him, yet we cannot refraim from some comments. 

Credit should be given to the management of the 
twelfth census for the prompt work done. It is without 
precedent in the recent history of census taking in this 
country. Director Merriam is a business man, which 
fact perhaps accounts for the expedition with which the 
work has been dome. The work of enumeration has prac- 
tically all been finished and the enumerators paid off 
and discharged, less than 100 being retained to correct 
their work. ‘there remains nothing but tabulation, 
which, however, is a long and costly work and will con- 
sume if ite various departments at least two years more. 

The imcrease in the population of the United States 
during the last decade was the largest in numbers in its 
history though the smallest in percentage. ‘lhe increase 
was 21 percent, as against 25 percent from 1880 to 1890. 
The great bulk of the increase was found in the manu- 
facturing states, though the largest percentage was in 
some of the new states of the west. Washingtor in- 
creased its population 48 percent. The heaviest increase 
among the large states was found in Texas and the next 
in Lilinois, which was 26 percent larger than ten years 
ago. The growth of New York state was 21 percent and 
of Pennsylvaria just under 20 percent. 

The south shows substantial gains, ‘Texas leading with 
303 percent, and that state is now seventh in the coun- 
try. The smallest growth was found in the trans- 
missouri states of Kansas and Nebraska, the former 
increasing 3 percent amd the latter only 1 percent. 

There is at least one territory that is a promising 
candidate for statehood. Oklahoma has 398,245 people, 
and there are eight states with smaller population, 
while New Mexico surpasses Delaware, Idaho, Nevada 
and Wyoming, and even Arizona has three times the 
population of that parody on statehood, Nevada, and 
considerably more than Wyoming. 

It is am unexpected development of the census returns 
that the cities of 25,000 population and more in the 
United States increased in absolute population during 
the last decade less than during the previous decade 
and much less on a percentage basis. Krom 1880 to 1890 
the percentage of increase in cities of this class was 494 
percent; during the last decade only 324 percent. Since 
the reduction in the increase of the entire population 
of the country was only from 25 to 21 percent it looks as 
though the movement toward the large cities had been 
checked and that the smaller towns and the country 
generally had been the beneficiaries of this change. 
This will be a distinct advantage to the country. Hith- 
erto there has been a regrettable tendency toward con- 
gestion in the large cities. If this tendency has been in 
any important degree checked it wi. be prophetic of 
better, industrial and social comditions. 

The aggregate increase in the population of the coun- 
try during the last ten years was 13,672,970 in round 
numbers, and this does not include Porto Rico or the 
Philippines. Such a growth in population, accompanied 
by a still greater increase im wealth and the products 
of industry, puts the United States at the front of the 
nations of the world. So many more people to house 
and clothe and feed means an enormous expansion in 
the requirements of the country and in the demamd for 
manufactured products. It is a substantial basis for 








rosperity which by no political or social accident can 
se be restrained. ; 

The lumber trade holds an important and vital rela- 
tion to this great population, and its members may well 
pause for a moment to consider what these figures 
mear to them and what their place is in the orderly 
development of The Great Republic. 


WORKMEN AND WAGES. 


Two special difficulties confront the lumber many 
facturer. One is the scarcity of men and the other the 
high wages paid, which are so extreme that it is a 
serious question in many sections as to how the product 
will stand the cost. If lumber prices were as high as 
they were ten or twelve months or even eight months 
ago there would be no special difficulty, but lumber has 
gone down while wages have declined not at all, but if 
anything show a tendency to increase. ; 

Coupled with these two difficulties is the other fact 
that the class of labor which may be called transient is, 
under present conditions, so independent, so restless, so 
arrogant, that not near the work can be gotten out of the 
men of this class that there could under conditions pre- 
vailing up to 1897. 

This is particularly the case in regard to woodswork 
in the north. The universal testimony of loggers is that 
under the conditions of last winter and those which are 
likely to prevail this not over two-thirds the amount of 
work can be gotten out of a crew that there could when 
men were plenty and wages low and a position was 
something to be prized and retained by faithful service. 
Now the men feel that if they do not exactly fancy one 
job they can get another and that in any event their 
wages are so large that they can afford the luxury of a 
little idleness, which is pretty certain to be indulged in 
just when their services are most needed. Loggers and 
lumber manufacturers do not begrudge these wages 
provided they secure faithful services in return and fur- 
ther providing they can be reimbursed by the price of 
their lumber. 

A great deal has been said in political party organs 
about the alleged advance in lumber and the assumed 
much less advance in wages; but the fact is that the 
wage advance has been greater than that in lumber, un- 
less perhaps the top of the lumber market might show 
different conditions. Those who for some occult reason 
wish to secure a reversal of the present condition of 
prosperity by fomenting dissatisfaction among the 
people make the claim that lumber has advanced 33 
percent and that wages in the lumber trade have been 
advanced but 10 percent. On the basis of present prices 
the former statement is a gross exaggeration while the 
latter does not begin to state the fact. 

Take, for example, a typical case in Wisconsin. ‘The 
Bird & Wells Lumber Company, of Wausaukee, is a 
concern that has not varied its business for a number 
of years. It logs about so much timber every winter 
and turns out a certain product. It has made no par- 
ticular changes in machinery and the conditions sur- 
rounding it are uniform. The accountant for that com- 
pany, in reply to an inquiry, drew off from his books 
the following statement of wages paid in the logging 
department: 


» 





1894. 1895. Increase. 
Teamsters. .... 24 $32 33 1-3 percent 
Log cutters ....$18 to $20 $26to$28 40 percent 
Log rollers. ... 22 30 36 percent 


Railroad graders. $18 to $20 $26 to $28 40 percent 

He did not endeavor to make a statement of the 
wages in the mill, but the payroll tells the story, the 
number of men employed in 1894 and 1900 being prac- 
tically the same, with substantially the same product. 
In August, 1894, the company paid $4,509.96; in 1900, 
$5,996.16, an increase of $1,486.20 or 33 percent. 

Again, one of the heaviest logging and manufacturing 
concerns in the Duluth district is authority for the fol- 
lowing statement of comparative wages. The table gives 
the wages in 1896 and 1900 respectively of some im- 
portant classes of workers in the mill and yards. The 
last column is the percentage of increase: 


Classes of Labor— 1896. 1900. Increase. 
Jarre $1.62 $2.00 23 percent 
Oe, Oe 1.37 00 46 percent 
RS a 1.75 2.00 14 percent 
Clearing gangs ...... 1.75 2.12 21 percent 
Common laburers .... 1.25 1.62 80 percent 


The increase in the wages of woodsmen has been much 
greater and is the particular part of the increase which 
causes apprehension to producers. In the following 
table the percentage of increase given relates only to 
the lower figures of 1900. The wages are by the month, 
including board: 

Classes 

of Labor— 1896. 1900. Increase. 
Teamsters ...$16.00 $30.00 to $40.00 88 percent 
Swampers ... 13.00 28.00to 32.00 115 percent 
Choppers . .. 14.00 28.00to 32.00 100 percent 
Sawyers . ... 14.00 28.00to 82.00 100 percent 
Graders ..... 13.00 28.00to 32.00 115 percent 
Laying iron... 13.28  28.00to 382.00 110 percent 
Chore boys ... 12.00 20.00to 26.00 67 percent 
Blacksmiths .. 35.00 650.00to 60.00 43 percent 
COOKS 6 20.0 0:0 45.00 50.00to 60.00 11 percent 

In the south the condition is not much better. The 
absolute increase of wages has been heavy and in addi- 
tion there is the extreme difficulty in securing sufficient 
or reliable help. 

These are substantial evidences of prosperity which 
cannot be whistled down. They are the things which 
by their appeal to the selfinterest of all classes of the 
community should make unnecessary any other appeal 
for maintenance of present conditions. What the peo- 
ple think about it, however, will be known before another 
issue of this paper shall go to press. The only, or at 
any rate the chief, danger lies in overconfidence. The 


man who does not work and vote for the maintenance 
of hig belief and of his own prosperity deserves what 
will Aefall him. 

prominent concern in Wisconsin on Green bay, which 
kgeps accurate and complete records of such matters, 
nds that in 1896 the average pay of men in the camps 
was 94.7 cents a day and board, and in 1900 $1.287 a 
day and board, This is an increase of over 35 percent. 
In the mills, yards ete., the 1896 wages were $1.51 a 
day, ard in 1900 they are $1.72, an increase of about 14 
percent. The average includes, however, high-priced 
men such as foremen, filers, sawyers etc., with whom 
wages were not heavily cut during the years of depression 
and with whom they have not been much advanced. Com- 
mon labor, however, has advanced from $1.25 a day to 
$1.50 and $1.75, with an average of about $1.624, or an 
increase of 30 percent. 


CASH DISCOUNT ON “NET.” 


Articles which have recently appeared in this depart- 
ment of the LUMBERMAN seem to have excited consid- 
erable interest in the wholesale trade. Witness the 
following excerpt from a letter received this week from 
the Burford Lumber Company, Chattanooga, Tenn.: 

It is a fact well known between the buyer and the seller 
that the freight gues to a third party, and it is an injustice 
to the seller to take the cash discount out of money which 

oes to a third party. Our goods are sold for so much, 
relght cash, balance cash less 2 percent discount. It has 
been the custom and in former days almost everybody so 
specified on their bills and in quoting prices. Now it is so 
generally understood that we frequently say “Less 2 percent 
for cash.” We are willing to give 2 percent off for the cash 
that we get, but we are not willing to give 2 percent off 
from what Is paid to a third party. The courts have so 
held in many cases. Besides, we get no profit on the freight 
and it is absurd to our minds to give discount on money 
that is merely paid to the carrier, which is understood by 
both parties in the outset. 


The above is about as strong a presentation of the 
arguments in favor of a discount or the net as can be 
made, but it does not seem hecessary to enter into fur- 
ther discussion on the merits of the case. As we have 
always maintained, both in the articles referred to and 
previously, the custom of deducting the freight before 
figuring discount for cash is so thoroughly established 
in this country that there is no damger of its being 
changed. 

It may be well, however, to get back to the reason for 
stating in these columns that the custom is, viewed 
from a reasonable standpoint, an illogical one. It was 
done simply to warn those engaged in the export lumber 
trade of seeking to carry such a custom, of binding 
force though it may be in this country, into transac- 
tions with foreigners. As far as we know this custom 
in the lumber trade has no precedent or sequence else- 
where. It is an isolated thing, the principle of which 
cannot be applied to other transactions. 

Where a delivered price is made on lumber shipped to 
foreign countries, whatever is to be figured on a per- 
centage basis must be figured on the delivered price with- 
out any deduction whatsoever. The foreigner would 
and does say that the delivered price is all he has to 
consider. He does not care what the freight may be, 
what the cost of the ocean insurance may be, what the 
amount paid out to labor might have been, but is only 
concerned with the price he has to pay; and we believe 
that in this he is logical, even though it does not agree 
with the American custom of figuring cash discounts. 

Our correspondent is correct in his assumption that 
the courts have ruled in favor of the custom, but the 
ruling has been such because it was the demonstrated 
custom and not because it was, per se, logical. In the 
absence of any special provisions in the contract the 
courts will always hold in accordance with universal 
and recognized trade usage. Nevertheless to avoid dis- 
pute it is well fully to express the terms in the contract. 


COMMERCE AND SUBSIDIES. 


The most important and powerful agency in the exten- 
sion of the commerce of any country is its merchant 
marine, and in the merchant marine the class of tramp 
steamers and other vessels which, not bound to any 
regular route, carry the flag of the country all over the 
world and make it known in the most remote parts. 

England is supreme in the ocean carrying trade not 
so much because of its regular lines as because of the 
possession of an enormous number of these tramp 
steamers. They are of all classes, adapted to all pur- 
poses. They range from the little steamboat which 
may ply around the East or West Indies, visiting the 
smaller ports, to great steamships magnificently con- 
structed and equipped. Regular lines are absolutely 
essential but they can exist only where business already 
has been established, whereas the tramp steamer is the 
discoverer, ard, we might say, the maker of commerce. 

The United States, with a merchant marine small at 
the best, has been absolutely lacking in this class of 
vessels, but there are some signs that it will not always 
be without this valuable auxiliary. Two large steamers 
of this class were recently built in Baltimore and con- 
tracts for twe more have been placed. The new ones 
will be great cargo carriers with capacity of 11,200 
tons of freight As they will cost about $750,000 each 
it is evident that their owners see some chance of profit- 
able employment for them; but the required invest- 
ment is so great and the present conditions so uncertain 
that the process of building up a merchant marine will 
be a slow one untegs it shall have government support. 

Other countries, notably Germany, are by various 
subsidy plans making great inroads on what should be 
American trade. While the utmost care should be used 
in the adoption of such a system of promoting com- 




















> on kt on oo 








NovEMBER 3, 1900. 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


15 











merce, some plan should be formulated along that line 
and put into effect. There are objectionable features to 
the pending subsidy bill, but perhaps that is better than 
nothing, though its opponents claim that it promises to 
contribute most to those who need it least. 

Another subsidy method proposed is the guaranty by 
the government of a small percentage of profit on the 
operation of steamship lines or tramp steamers. One 
suggestion is that if a 5 or 6 percent profit on every 
outbound and inbound voyage in cargo were guaranteed 
by the government it would serve every purpose of a 
subsidy and probably involve a very slight expendi- 
ture. 

An example of the effect of a subsidy is shown by the 
German East African service. In 1890 the German 
government entered into a contract with the East Afri- 
can Steamship Company for the payment of a subsidy 
to a line of steamers running direct from Hamburg to 
the chief harbors of the German protectorate on the 
East African coast, including other coast service. On 
the main line there are now sailings from Hamburg 
every fourteen days. In 1891 the value of the freight 
traffic on these lines was only $3,050,000. In 1898 it 
had risen to $9,784,750, while the subsidy for the entire 
line amounted to $225,000. Furthermore, this service 
has caused the building of nine new steamers in Ger- 
many at a cost of about $2,750,000. This is only one of 
many instances of trade expansion from the granting 
of subsidies, and, while the United States is bound to 
take a large part in the commerce of the world, its 
advancement will be slow unless the government shall 
come to its aid in some such way. 


DEMURRAGE CHARGES. 


An Alabama correspondent of the LUMBERMAN asks for 
information as to the status of the car demurrage ques- 
tion in other states, with a view of helping the lumber- 
men in Alabama to plan a campaign which will result in 
an equitable settlement of this disputed question. In 
part he says: 

The demurrage question in this state is quite a serious 
one for lumbermen and for other lines of business as well, 
and we wish to ask you to give us such pointers as you 
have in regard to what other states have done in reference 
to this matter. The railroads delay shipments in many 
cases very seriously and frequently occasion severe loss 
to shippers, but they do not in any case purpose to pay 
anything without being forced to do so in each case, and 
they take the position that they can deliver stuff at any 
time it suits them, name their own limit as to the time 
allowed for unluading and absolutely require payment for 
all over that time regardless of circumstances. Our under- 
standing is that New York state has a law by which the 
railroads can be forced to pay for delays and the writer 
remembers that the demurrage question in Illinois a few 
years since brought forth united action on the part of those 
concerned which resulted in a victory against the railroads. 

In regard to the situation in Illinois, it has beer 
decided by the courts, backed by the supreme court of 
the state, that the rules of the car service association, 
or of any railroad, requiring the unloading of lumber 
within a specific time and making a charge for all 
delays in excess of that time, do not constitute the 
charge a lien against the commodity involved. The 
railroads in demanding pay for their cars claim that 
they are not conducting a storage business. The [Ili- 
nois courts take the same position and say that their 
business is transportation, the charge for which may 
constitute a lien against the goods carried, but that 
storage or demurrage is not such a charge. 

In one case a dealer was unable within forty-eight 
hours, owing to bad roads in the railroad yard, com- 
pletely to unload a certain car, whereupon the railroad 
company took possession of the remainder of the con- 
tents, claiming a lien for the demurrage charge. The 
lumberman secured judgment against the railroad. In 
another similar case the lumberman secured a writ of 
replevin. In both these cases the lumbermen were sus- 
taimed by the appellate court, which ruled in accord- 
ance with a previous decision of the supreme court. 
In Illinois the remedy of the railroad compary, it would 
appear, is by suit for its claim. 

Our correspondent is misinformed in regard to the 
status of the matter in New York state. There the 
time limit before demurrage charge accrues is forty- 
eight hours, but provision is made whereby the receiver 
18 given credit for all under time in unloading; thus a 
user of railroad facilities does not have to pay demur- 
rage unless the average detentiom of cars shall be above 
forty-eight hours. 

In England the railroads have not only to guarantee 
4 given freight charge but also the time of delivery, and 
are liable for all damage caused by delay. . 

The interstate commerce commission, in a case 
decided October 8, declares that the time allowed for 
unloading must be reasonable and just. To determire 
the Teasonableness and justness of a certain charge the 
particular circumstances must be taken into considera- 
tion. Furthermore, the charge under similar circum- 
stances must be the same. Within the territory of the 
Philadelphia car service association there is a rule 

how as the 24-hour monthly average. Under this 
rule the total number of cars handled during the month 
by any one firm is taken and if the average of each car 
's twenty-four hours or less such charges as might have 
4eerued under the 48-hour rule are canceled. Weather 
. taken into consideration under this rule. There is 
red 96-hour unloading time or commodities like grain 
thi our which have to undergo inspection, but under 

§ arrangement there is no allowance for bad weather. 
ds ere seems to be no reason, if shippers or receivers 
loadi pmmodity should pay for unnecessary delays in 

ri ng or unloading (amd no one objects to the general 
1 a of car demurrage), why the railroads should 
Perhar. for unnecessary delays in delivering goods. 

ps this whole matter might be made the subject of 











statutory legislation to the advantage of both the rail- 
roads and their customers, but it would not do to allow 
any onesided act to be passed. Early in 1899 a bill was 
introduced in the Illinois state legislaturé comstituting 
demurrage charges a lien against the property. This 
was rightfully defeated and any legislation on the sub- 
ject would have to be carefully guarded to avoid the 
possibility of annoyance and damage out of all propor- 
tion to the benefits conferred. Perhaps the New York 
law is as reasonable and satisfactory as any to be found 
in this country. 


HARDWOOD CONFERENCE. 


As previously ammounced, a meeting of the board of 
directors and standing committees of the National Hard- 
wood Lumber Association will be held in Chicago Novem- 
ber 23, two weeks from next Friday. A general invita- 
tion is extended to the members of the association and 
those interested in its work to be present, but it should 
not be understood that in a formal way it is a meeting 
of the membership of the association. 

The semi-annual meeting, which would have come 
about this time, was abandoned for this year, as it 
was thought no such legislative session was necessary ; 
but the officers and directors of the association will wel- 
come everyone to their deliberations in order to secure 
the benefit of any suggestion or criticisms they may 
have to offer. 

It has not developed that there is any special business 
to be brought before this conference, but the governing 
bodies of the association are anxious to know that they 
are on the right track, to discover what progress has 
been made and to perfect plans for future work. 

The official bodies that will take part in this confer- 
ence are the board of directors, the inspection bureau 
committee, the revision committee and possibly the rail- 
road committee, though as the latter has no work to do it 
may not be represented. The secretary has received 
notice from a large majority of the members of the 
other committees and the board that they will be pres- 
ent. 

Inspector General M. M. Wall, of Buffalo, will of 
course present a statement of the work of his depart- 
ment thus far. He has been quite busily engaged in 
extending the inspection system of the association to 
new territory, appointing deputy inspectors ete. Not 
improbably one of the important topics will be the status 
of the association in the east. Boston, which is more 
important in its influence in the eastern trade than 
in the actual magnitude of its hardwood market, is 
hesitating as to the adoption of the national system, 
and presumably the situation there will be considered. 
It is not known that there will be any definite proposals 
in regard to changes in the inspection rules, but the 
meeting will be open to consider anything of that sort 
offered. 

After all, however, the chief value of attendance at 
this meeting, to those not connected with the commit- 
tees or the board of directors, will be the assistance they 
can give and the information they can gain, not only 
as to the working of the association but as to hardwood 
trade matters generally. It is felt that this meeting 
can be and should be a sort of general mass meeting for 
the good of the hardwood trade, and consequently the 
officials extend a cordial general invitation. 


PRIVATE FORESTRY IN AMERICA. 


On page 1 of a recent issue of the LUMBERMAN the 
fact was mentioned that forestry methods of an advanced 
character have not been and cannot yet be adopted by 
private landowners who are conducting large lumbering 
operations. Yet it should not be inferred therefrom 
that nothing has been dome by private parties in the 
way of forest culture or preservation in the United 
States. 

In a recent publication of the forestry division of the 
department of agriculture is a paper on “The Practice of 
Forestry by Private Owners.” It recounts what has 
been done along forestry lines by private owners of tim- 
ber properties, both by planting and by preservation, 
and while these instances, except in a few recent cases, 
are unimportant as effecting the general conditions 
throughout the country, they give a hopeful outlook to 
the forestry problem. 

The most notable examples of the adoption of meth- 
ods of this sort by private parties and corporations have 
beer in the case of reserves primarily for sporting 











purposes or owned by the few who have established large 
estates. Of late a few lumbering concerns have taken 
up the same work. What has been done in this direc- 
tion for the most part, however, has been by a few 
states and the nation. There are great state reserva- 
tions in New York, some quite extensive ones in Penrr- 
sylvania, while the national government has within 
a comparatively few years taken steps toward preserv- 
ing what remains of its original timber wealth. But 
all this has little or nothing to do with the operations 
of the lumbermer who are furnishing the lumber sup- 
plies to the markets of the United States and who in 
their own right hold almost all of the virgin forests 
of the country of such character that on them may be 
based large and profitable lumber operations. 


SOME FINANCIAL NOTES. 


The record of bank clearings shows a steady decrease 
from those of corresponding dates of last year. For 
example, the week ending October 25 shows a decrease 
throughout the country of 2.8 percent, with unusually 
large clearings in New York, making the decrease in 
the country outside 5.2 percent. Nevertheless, for the 
week there were fifty-six cities, according to Brad- 
street’s, that reported clearings in excess of $1,000,000. 

To those of our readers who do not regularly have 
access to these reports it may be interesting to give 
the clearings of some of the leading cities. They stand 
as follows for the week under consideration: New 
York, $1,084,232,404; Chicago, $134,923,835; Boston, 
$118,894,584; Philadelphia, $89,609,441; St? Louis, $34,- 
385,556; Pittsburg, $32,429,720; San Francisco, $20,- 
640,803; Baltimore, $19,183,740; Kansas City, $17,329,- 
422; Minneapolis, $15,736,958; Cincinnati, $13,518,750; 
New Orleans, $12,366,660; Cleveland, $11,901,683. The 
above are all the towns whose clearings for the week 
were in excess of $10,000,000. Of these there were 
increases in St. Louis, Baltimore, San Francisco, Kansas 
City and New Orleans, as compared with the corre- 
sponding week of last year, while the heaviest decreases, 
18.7 percent and 36.1 percent respectively, were in Bos- 
ton and Pittsburg. 

It is worth noting that the southern cities and those 
which have direct banking connections with the south 
with only two or three exceptions report increases. This 
is evidently the result of the extremely profitable cot- 
ton crop now being moved which exceeds in volume and 
quality early expectations and is commanding the best 
price known for many years. Some of these increases 
are very large—in Richmond 33.8 percent, in Savannah, 
55.7; in Memphis, 58.6; in Fort Worth, 43.8; in Little 
Rock, 43.8; in Houston, 70.9. 

The financial centers of the Dominion of Canada show 
the same decrease—2.8 percent—in clearings as com- 
pared with the corresponding week of 1899 as do those 
of the United States. . 

An important feature of the current financial situ- 
ation is the renewed tendency toward the importation 
of gold into the United States. Considering the heavy 
loans that have been made by this country abroad since 
last spring this fact serves to emphasize the growing 
power of this country. It is steadily changing its posi- 
tion as a debtor nation to one of financial independence. 
Indeed the balance of trade so long in its favor and in 
such heavy amounts could hardly have any other effect. 

Another feature worth noting is the recent strength 
of the stock market in spite of the assumed depressing 
influence of the election, indicating the strength of the 
commercial and industrial situation. The United States 
treasury continues to show great strength. Exclusive 
of the $150,000,000 gold reserve, last Saturday the 
statement showed an available cash balance of $134,075,- 
383, of which gold was $89,141,657, while the total gold 
in the treasury vaults was $451,477,407. The forthcom- 
ing national bank statement is expected to show the larg- 
est gold resources in the history of the country. In the 
meantime England is losing gold to some extent and 
most other countries experience a certain degree of 
stringency. For example, the bullion and reserve stock 
of the Bank of England, October 25, was about £54,500,- 
000 as compared with £56,200,000 a year ago. The Bank 
of France, however, had increased its holding of gold 
about 21 percent during the year, holding on October 
25 2,2$3,000,000 francs. The Imperial Bank of Ger- 
many showed a slight increase of gold and coin, the 
Bank of Belgium a slight decrease, while the Bank of 
Russia showed a tremendous falling off in its stock of 
gold and silver. 








Production and Shipment of Yellow Pine for September as Reported by Yellow Pine Clearing House. 
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Entertaining at Sea for Poor Jack—Charities that Appeal to the Voyager— 
The Family Circle and the South African War. 





A Type of the Cunard Steamship—316. 

Had I been following the chronological order in these 
observations I would long since have given all the inci- 
dents of my journey outbound last spring; but it is 
still not too late to pay a deserved tribute to the good 
ship which took me over. It had the red smokestacks 
with the black tops which are the distinguishing signs 
of a Cunard line steamer, and although it was not one 
of the most modern steamers belonging to that great 
line it is undoubtedly the one which is credited by 
nautical men with having the most wonderful record of 
any steamship ever built. The vessel was the Etruria, 
the twin of which is the Umbria, both having been built 
in 1884. For several years thereafter they were the 
fastest vessels running and are still in a very front 





HON. DAVID JARDINE, 
of Liverpool, England. 


rank, The Etruria has a record of a passage westward 
in 6 days 20 hours and 25 minutes, which is remarkably 
close to the banner record made by the Deutschland this 
year; the highest days’ runs westward were 509 knots 
and eastward 485 knots, and it has maintained an aver- 
age speed for the entire year of 18.93 knots an hour, 
or about 24.12 statute miles. 

I am pleased to be able to present herewith a picture 
of the Etruria under full steam, and also a chart show- 
ing comparative sizes and proportions of the various 
vessels which the Cunard line has used during the fifty- 
nine years which it has carried government mails across 
the ocean. It is interesting in this connection to know 
that David Jardine, the executive chairman of the board 
of directors of the Cunard Steamship Company, Limited, 
and the gentleman upon whom many of the duties of 
the chairmanship actually devolve, is also a member of 
the well known London timber firm of Farnworth & 
Jardine. Mr. Jardine’s portrait does not appear with 
that of other otlicers of the steamship company in its 
printed matter, owing to that gentleman’s reluctance to 
permit the reproduction of his genial countenance in any 
public way. ‘The only previous occasion, I believe, when 
his portrait has been published was last spring, 
surreptitiously, by Black and White, a London illus- 
trated weekly paper; and I therefore claim the same 
privilege here on behalf of the world’s lumber fraternity, 
of whom Mr. Jardime has long been an honored member. 

Farnworth & Jardine are among the oldest established 
and largest operators at Liverpool or in England, con- 
ducting an immense business with the countries of the 
world as timber and mahogany brokers, including Cana- 
dian and American hardwoods, pine, staves, furniture 
woods ete., Baltic and European woods and tropical fancy 
woods of every description. While his duties as deputy 
chairman of the Cunard line absorb much of the time 
of Mr. Jardine, he is usually to be found at the head- 
quarters of Farnworth & Jardine at 2 Dale street, Liver- 


pool, as the executive head of the business. 


The Typical English Character—317. 

One of the most interesting features of the early part 
of an ocean voyage is the distribution of the passenger 
list, which is prepared upon shipboard and distributed 
shortly after sailing, being usually upon the table at 
the first meal. The passengers promptly scan it closely 
for familiar names or those of people with whom they 
might possibly find an aftinity through either social or 
commercial relations. The first inclination of myself 
was to discover if possible any of the factors in the 
lumber trade of the world who might be on board, and it 
was not long until I discovered that there were two 
distinguished gentlemen of the timber and lumber inter- 
ests of Liverpool among the passengers in the person 
of John Lyon, who is a broker in his own name, and 1. 
H. Ashcroft, of T. H. Ashcroft, jr., & Son. The former 
gentleman is a tall, broad shouldered, sturdy Scotch- 
Englishman, who has been identified with the English 
lumber trade for many years and has made several trips 
to the United States in connection with his business. 
I noticed that he was somewhat lame, which he explained 
was due to an accident which occurred upon the vessel 
in which he sailed to the United States, he having been 
thrown to the deck in a storm, turning his ankle. Upon 
his disembarkation from the steamer Mr. Lyon was Jaid 
up in New York for a week or ten days in a hospital 
until he was able to navigate again with a plaster cast 
upon the injured limb and with the use of cane and 
crutch. He accomplished some errands of a commercial 





MR. JOHN LYON, 
ot Liverpool, England. 


character in New York and with true English grit 
started out upon his journey through the states. His 
accident, however, deprived him of most of the pleasure 
of his trip and prevented him from attending to all the 
business that he had laid out, and so he materially 
shortened his trip among his customers and friends in 
the United States. When I saw him upon the boat, 
however, he had recovered to such an extent as to be 
able to take his daily walk with some comfort. 
There are many American shippers who would stand 
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by John Lyon in almost anything which he would under- 
take in their behalf. He has that experience which 
enables him satisfactorily to meet conditions on both 
sides of the water, and his ability and character are of 
a stripe that perfects relationship. He makes a 
specialty of American hardwoods and is the Liverpool 
agent for Messrs, Lucas E. Moore & Co., of New Orleans. 
He has built up a profitable business and one that 
grows from year to year. 


Experts in Mahogany—318. 


A boon companion of Mr. Lyon’s upon the boat, and [| 
believe also his companion in his trip to the United 
States, was T. H. Ashcroft, jr., member of the firni of 
Thomas Ashcroft, jr., & Son, a name which has been 
associated with the mahogany trade for nearly 100 years. 





MR. T. H. ASHCROFT, JR., 
of Liverpool, England. 


The late Thomas Ashcroft was well known in the mahog- 
any trade of Liverpool in the early years of the century, 
and Thomas Ashcroft, jr., served his apprenticeship with 
his father, and when quite a young man started in busi- 
ness on his own account. Jn 1875 T. H. Ashcroft, his 
eldest son and the subject of the present remarks, was 
taken into partnership and the firm name was changed 
to the present style. I visited the office of T. H. Ash- 
croft, jr., & Son when I was in Liverpool and found 
them unusually busy in catering to their local and out 
of town trade, as well as conducting correspondence with 
American firms which are at times in the market for 
high class figured mahogany, such as Thomas Ashcroft, 
jr., & Son make a specialty of. They have become so 
expert that they apparently have the faculty of seeing 
entirely through a mahogany log and knowing the exact 
character of its contents. 

It may be interesting in this connection to know that 
in 1899 Liverpool received 13,500,000 feet of African 
mahogany, or over three-fourths of all that imported by 
Europe. To be an important and leading factor in the 
we trade of Liverpool is therefore no empty 

onor. 


Charity in Mid-Ocean—319. 


But I am getting away from what I started out to 
say, which was that my pleasant friendly relations with 
these two gentlemen led them to connive with the officers 
of the boat and with the other passengers in the prep- 
aration of a program for a concert, and when the pro- 
gram was presented to me my name appeared upon it 
as chairman. I had had several experiences of this 
kind on previous voyages, and while my own prefer- 
ence was that Mr. Lyon or some other of the prominent 
persons on board should occupy this station, my own 
wishes were not consulted in the matter and nothing 
was left for me but to perform the duties of the station 
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as gracefully as I could. I wish to add, however, that 
Mr. Lyon and Mr. Ashcroft deserve credit for doing a 
good share of the work in preparing the program for 
the concert and in order to indicate how successfully they 
did it I present herewith a copy of the program, the 
purpose of which was to interest the sympathy of the 
passengers in the seamen’s charities of Liverpool and 
New York and to secure their contributions for the 
worthy object: 


Program of entertainment in aid of the Seamen’s Chari- 
ties of Liverpool and New York. Cunard R. M. 8S. Etruria, 
Friday, May 18, 1900, at 8:30 p. m. 

Chairman, Mr. James Elliott Defebaugh, Chicago. 


PART I. 
Pianoforte solo—Selections...........c.eseeees Miss Tate 
Song, “Creole Love Song” (Smith).Mrs. Lucie Roberts Lenox 
Song—Selected......ssescecccccceveves Mr, J. G. Nutting 
Recitation—Selected........ccceseceess Mr. A. J. Preston 
Song—Selected........cseeeee auiacde Mr. Maurice Farkoa 
Address by chairman and collection. 

PART II, 
gong, “Oh, Joyous Life”.......cccccccescccsee Mrs. Rose 
Recitation, “‘The Names of the Dead’”’....Mr. W. A. Fraser 
Song, “Bedouin Love Song’”’............. Mr. F. J. Newman 
Song, “Who Carries the Gun”........... Dr. B. P. Johnson 
BO OTIGE  o civeccscrccccccveccestcocesoee Miss Tate 


Suppliants—Miss A. White, Miss Jackson, Miss Fincke, 
Miss Moyse. ’ , 

Some of the passengers who had looked into the mat- 
ter had satisfied themselves that the New York insti- 
tution referred to was so liberally endowed that it was 
not in need of the considerable sums that are raised 
from week to week and from month to month on the 
ocean vessels on the various lines, but the two charities 
are mentioned together in this way to avoid any ap- 
pearance of partiality as between the countries. The 
Cunard liners are naturally more interested in the 
Seamen’s Orphan Institution at Liverpool, although 
upon their programs the New York charity is also 
mentioned. It was my privilege to present the subject in 
a brief speech at the concert; and while the English 
people are abundantly able to provide for their own 
charitable organizations it is always a pleasure and a 





MR. E. O. TAGART, 
Lumberman and English Army Officer. 


privilege to contribute to anything which serves so 
worthy a purpose, and the fact that the passengers on 
the great ocean liners place their lives in the hands of 
Seamen usually impels liberal contributions, a fund 
which in case of accident or misfortune provides for the 
sailors or for the surviving members of their immediate 
families. 

The Liverpool Seamen’s Orphan Institution was 
founded in 1869. In the twenty-eight years following 
that date, 113,613 seamen died in English ships abroad, 
16,679 of them having been drowned. This does not 
include those who died at home. Up to January 1, 1900, 
4,920 children had received the benefits of the institu- 
tion, which has at the present time between 700 and 
800 on the books. Children of seamen who have sailed 
five years out of the port of Liverpool have the prefer- 
ence, but the rule is not rigid, and farther than this 


there is no restriction of nationality or form of religious 
Worship. 


Mustrating Boar War Sentiment.— 320 


When I was abroad last year I found a very decided 
division of sentiment*among the English people regard- 
ing the matter of their relations with the Transvaal and 

range Free State. There were those to be found who 
cand Minister Chamberlain in his somewhat ex- 
Teme position, while others were as radical in condemn- 
ne him in granting the liberty of speech and action to 

e Soers within their own territory. 
is year, however, I have found a somewhat remark- 


able change in sentiment; it was a change for which a 
judicial mind would have to make allowance, because it 
was largely due to the fact that the South Afriean ques- 
tion was no longer an abstract proposition, but a per- 
sonal question coming into direct touch with the family 
life. That family was rare in England in which a son or 
a brother or a near relative or some sturdy young fel- 
Jow bound by ties as close as those of relationship was 
not upholding the family honor upon the firing line or 
screened from the unerring Boer rifle practice behind 
some friendly shelter. It is quite natural under such cir- 
cumstances that the intense interest in the personal wel- 
fare of the young men at the front should somewhat ig- 
nore the question as to the justice and fairness of the 
cause in which he had shouldered his musket, even if it 
were not considered rank disloyalty any longer to hold 
any doubts upon that subject. 


Last year in London I was one day very nicely en- 
tertained at dinner by E. O. Tagart, junior member of 
the firm of Tagart, Beaton & Co., and son of the re- 
spected Charles Tagart, one of the heads of the firm. 
This year the young man is at the front, and when I 
was in London the family were much disturbed over re- 
ports of his illness from one of the contagious fevers 
which have been only less fatal to the English troops in 
South Africa than have been their sturdy human foes. 

The news afterward came to me, however, that the 
young volunteer had reached home upon sick leave, 
and only this week the papers have been filled with 
accounts of the enthusiastic demonstration which 
greeted the return to London of the volunteers, show- 
ing that the sentiment of “When Johnny Comes March- 
ing Home Again” is as much English as the words and 
tune are American. J. E. D. 




















A Razorless Shave. 


lf there is any coterie of lumbermen in the United 
States that is distinctly noted for acumen it is the 
crowd at Baltimore. It is therefore with surprise that it 
is noted in the daily press that Edwin E. Hooper, a 
Baltimore lumberman, is suing the Shaving Cream 
Manufacturing Company, of New York city, for $2,000 
damages on account of the attendant result of having 
employed its patent shaving cream for removing his 
whiskers without resort to the razor to his face. 

It seems that on a recent visit to New York the 
legend on a sandwich man, “Every man his own barber; 
a unique discovery in chemistry,” attracted Mr. Hooper’s 
attention on lower Broadway. Mr. Hooper doesn’t like 
barbers—cannot stand their talk; and again, he has 
grown tired of having daily recourse to his own kit. 
The scheme appealed to him and therefore he purchased 
a quantity of the cream and applied it to his face accord- 
ing to directions. From the evidence up to date it does 
not seem that the shaving cream failed to perform the 
functions claimed for it, but unfortunately, in addiiton 
to removing Mr. Hooper’s beard, it also removed the 
cuticle from his face. Mr. Hooper has our sympathy. 





More of the Ant,f 


W. B. Mershon, of W. B. Mershon & Co., Saginaw, 
Mich., writes in confirmation of the LuMBERMAN’Ss haz- 
ard on the purpose of the destruction by ants of some 
shingles turned out by his company, published in the 
issue of October 27, as follows: 


Sacinaw, E. 8., Micu., Oct. 30.—Editor LUMBERMAN: I! 
have read with interest your article on the ants eating up 
the shingles and about what they did with the sawdust. Now 
I believe they were simply digging out a hole in this bunch 
of shingles to make a home, the same as I saw them carry 
the same kind of sawdust, apparently, out of a little knot 
hole in a balsam or spruce tree away down in Quebec when 
I was salmon fishing. Thousands of ants would come to the 
opening of this hole in the tree and throw out whole mouth 
fuls of sawdust. I call it sawdust for I do not know of a 
better term. It looks like sawdust and how in the world 
does the ant detach it from the body of the wood unless he 
saws it off? and as a whole band of them work at it they 
must use a band saw. At any rate they are a lively crowd 
and work with a good deal of system, and by force of num- 
bers and continually sticking at it they accomplish a heap, in 
the ant’s way of looking at it. 

“Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways and be 
wise.” The fellow who thought of that had a pretty good 
head on him. . B. Mersnon. 


oO 


Millionaires in New York. 





Lewis C. Slade, the well known Jumberman of Saginaw, 
Mich., who has achieved fame and wealth in his calling, 
had his primary experience in a responsible position in 
the trade with the late Jesse Hoyt, of New York city. 
Mr. Hoyt’s operations in lumber are concomitant with 
the history of early and extensive lumber enterprises in 
the Saginaw valley. Mr. Slade started with him in a 
minor position and gradually grew to one of responsibil- 
ity, and in fact acquired a large portion of his lumber 
education in connnection with the Hoyt interests. As 
they say down south, “it was ’way back yander.” This 
anecdote, picked up in New York recently, is of that 
period. 

Mr. Slade was a country boy and had never been 
away from homie to any extent, but his idea of the 
immense distinction, vast wealth and wonderful pride he 
had in his position with the Hoyt interests cropped out 
very frequently. It was on one very happy occasion that 
he was called to New York (by the way, his first visit) 
to confer with Mr. Hoyt personally. “Lew” arrived in 
New York in the evening and registered at the Astor 
house, which to him was the most palatial hostelry in 
the wide, wide world. Next morning after breakfast he 
approached the clerk of the hotel with the interrogatory, 
“Can you direct me to Mr. Hoyt’s office ?” 

Clerk—“What Hoyt?” 

Lew—‘Why, Jesse Hoyt.” 

Clerk—“Never heard of him.” 

Lew—‘Why, you must know Jesse Hoyt—he is a mil- 
lionaire.” 

Clerk—"Why, young man, don’t you know that mil- 
lionaires are thicker in New York than sawdust is in 
the country where you came from?” 





Artistic and True to Life. 


The average reader of the LUMBERMAN cannot fail to 
have noticed the faithful illustrations with which the 
advertisement of the Hon. J. S. Stearns, the big white 
pine operator of Ludington, Mich., of late have been 
embellished. The engraving constitutes a series made 
from wash drawings, intended to illustrate types of 
woods and saw mill operators employed in the northern 
woods country. The illustration accompanying this 
paragraph was the first of the series and shows the 
typical ax man; the second of the series was another 
equally characteristic of the northern woodsman, and 
was of a man who handled the canthook; the third, 
which appeared in last week’s LUMBERMAN, was of a 
man bearing across his shoulders a cross-cut saw, with 
which the trees are felled and cut into lengths. The 
next illustration of the series will be of the scaler, with 
his log rule in one hand and his marking hammer in 
the other. While every picture possesses distinct indi- 
viduality, they all present a symposium of the distinct 
character of the woodsman of the north. 

These drawings are being prepared from life by Robert 
L. Stearns, son of the famous Michigan and Wisconsin 
white pine and hardwood operator. It is with great 
pleasure that the LumMBERMAN has the satisfaction of 
running these exquisite specimens of artistic and Jife- 
like drawings, which are of a character worthy to 
embellish the very best magazine work of the country. 





A TYPICAL NORTH WOODS AXMAN. 


Robert L. Stearns’ temperament is artistic, and he spent 
several years of his boyhood and early manhood in 
developing his distinct talent. While he is now engaged 
with his father in the big lumber and salt operation at 
Ludington, he gets his recreation largely out of indulg- 
ing in this pursuit. 
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Disadvantages of Small Stock Rooms. 

How many retail yards the architect of this depart- 
ment has visited is unknown to him. The list would 
be a long one. He does not remember, however, of hav- 
ing seen a dozen stock rooms which for size and con- 
venience he thought the proper thing. His comception 
of what a proper thing in a stock room is may be away 
off, still as he has permission to speak on the subject 
he will say a few words. That is the way with all of 
us—we never do a thing unless we have the chance, 
you know. For instance, take the chance for doing 
wrong away from us and we would be the best lot of 
little men imagirable. 

Our stock rooms are too small. Not long ago I was 
in a new shed that cost several hundred dollars, with 
the stock room immediately in the rear of the office. 
It was small, dark, and you know what accompanies 
such conditions—dirt always. If there had been a 
bushel of rats im there no one without a lantern could 
have seen them. They could live and breed there unmo- 
lested. It could not be swept, and really there was no 
vacant floor room to sweep. The yard manager wanted 
a sash from the room and he went in, tumbled things 
over, brought a sash out to the light and found it was 
not the desired size. “Isn’t very light in there, is it?” 
was asked. “Blank it,” was the reply, “I don’t krow 
why any man should build such a stock room as that.” 
The yard was one of a line, therefore he felt at liberty to 
free his mind. When the old man is a hundred miles 
away we can talk, you know. 

There are scores of such rooms, and there are suc 
cessful lumbermen who build them, too. Your best 
arranged premises and the biggest trade do not always 
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“The price list man.” 


go together. There are yard men who are doing a large 
busimess but who never think of doing it conveniently 
or comfortably. They make two motions when one 
would answer the purpose if they were so fixed that the 
motion would count. I saw scales the other day as 
many as twenty feet from the office front. It was a 
drizzly afternoon, and three times while I sat there 
the yard man turned up his coat collar and went out ‘to 
take the weight of wagons. This man said he had been 
im business there for eight years, and of course as he 
had scales in when he opened up all of these eight years 
he had been running out through rain and snow to do 
his weighing. No doubt he has whipped the rain from 
his hat and kicked the snow from his feet a hundred 
times, yet there the scales remain. Moreover, he has got 
along in business fairly well—we may say first rate. 
Any rating book will probably put him down at $10,000. 
It is easy enough to ask: “Why does he not put his 
seales where they ought to be, so that he can stand 
right by the front window of his office and manipulate 
the lever and weights?” It is dead easy to answer the 
question, too. He has never had an eye to the con- 
veniences of doing business. We all know men who are 
slouchy in their dress, who spill soup over the front of 
their vest and coat every time they eat, and let it remain 
there. These men never reform. You could not reform 
them if you should try. Their wives have failed to 
reform them. Their manners in this respect are due to 
their makeup. I am not chiding them—let them spill 
soup on their clothes if they want to. I don’t know as 
it is very sensible to single out these mer in this con- 
nection, either, for the most of us have some measly 
little habit that ought to be pounded out of us with a 
club, but these men are cited to illustrate that it seems 
to be impossible for all men to have an eye out for 
those little matters which will help them along -in 
business. 

My idea of a stock room is that it should be large 
and light. It does not cost much to make it so. The 
difference in dollars and cents would neither break nor 
make a mar. And see what an advantage such a room 
would be. Your doors could then be displayed. I was 
in an office when a lady came in and inquired for a 
front door. The yard man led the way to the stock 
room, and having nothing else to do I sauntered along 
behind. The yard man had only one blessed door that 
was im shape to be seen. All the others were still 
bundled up. He got a saw and hammer and pounded 
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away, the lady during the process standing as far away 
as she could and pulling her skirts around her as you 
have seen your wife do when she thought there was a 
mouse around. Finally the door was set alongside the 
other one. “Are these all you have?” the lady asked. 
“No,” said the yard man, “I have got another one here 
somewhere.” ‘Ther he wrestled with several bundles of 
sash to get at another door. I thought, standing there: 
“Tt is a pity.” Now what if the lady had been ushered 
into a clean, large, light room, with doors of every 
kind in stock arranged in a row for her inspection? 
Don’t you think she would have left that yard with a 
better impression than she did? Yet we can guess 
what this particular yard man might say about it. 
May be he would answer us: “Darn her impression! I 
sold her the door!” 

But, beloved, any business man who takes that posi- 
tion is on the wrong track. The impression you have 
of me is the reason you like or dislike me. Impressions 
are the father of likes and dislikes. Not a month ago 
I visited a yard and the impression I formed of the 
yard man was the reason I picked up my little grip 
and went to a yard up the street. This man is all right 
im his way—a good enough man probably—but he was 
a little lofty in the head, and I was of the opinion 
that elsewhere I might find more agreeable company. 
When you can strike a good fellow life is too short to 
put in your time with the others. You don’t have to 
do it, so what is the sense of it? 

We should be careful as to the impression we make. 
It is a larger part of his capital in business than many 
aman is aware. Long ago you were told in this depart- 
ment of a yard man who, when he built a shed, fixed up 
a stock room with special reference to the convenience 
of the ladies. His yard is right in the center of a 
good sized town, is visited by many lady customers, and 
he thought he would try to keep their trade by pleasing 
them. He argued that when they went to buy dry 
goods, groceries, shoes or bonnets they found the goods 
displayed for sale, with seats for them to sit on and 
rest if they felt so inclined, amd he asked himself why 
his place should be an exception. They can visit his 
stock room as they can visit stores, and carry away 
the impression with them that it was a comfortable 
place to trade. This man does no carpenter work when 
the ladies are there making their selections. Any time 
a day they may come in everything is in apple pie 
order. This pleases the ladies, and without a doubt the 
men as well. We coarse creatures car put up with 
many a thing that would grind on the sensibilities and 
vood taste of the ladies, but none of us has ever been 
heard to object to a system in a business place that will 
save us time. 

Price Lists, 

The great majority of thimgs in this world are dif- 
ferently considered by different people. Even the dollar 
which bears on the face of it the value of 100 cents is 
thought more highly of by some than by others. Take 
my case, for instance: Here at midnight I am clicking 
this communication off on the old writing machine. 
What for? For the dollars that it will bring me. 
Which does not prove that I love the dollar so well that 
in order to make it I mever sleep, but that I have loved 
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‘She thought there was a mouse around.” 


it less. than has, say, my neighbor across the way, who 
for two* howtp: has’ been peacefully snoring on his 
curled hair mattress. He can afford to snore. He can 
spare the: tiiné to do it. He has made his dollars and 
has clung to them. with the grip of a dentist’s forceps. 
He is not obliged to sit up nights and make more of 
them. 

Just for the fun of the thing the other night wher all 
was still and calm I roughly estimated how much 
money I have earned since striking out in the cold 
world, and the amount fairly staggered me. I said to 
my wife: “Look at that! See where we might haye been 
if we had only skinned through!” She didn’t say a 


word, but she looked over where the boys were asleep 
on the sofa, side by side, each face to her a perfect 
poem, and there was not a gleam ir her eye for a dollar. 
Not long ago I received an invoice of twenty books and 
a neighbor happened in when they were being opened. 
He did not seem to know Balzac from Nebuchadnezzar, 
therefore Balzac did not interest him a whit; and wher 
he was handed a work on the latest research in astron- 
omy he said it was “a pretty book.” So it goes. A 
dollar is of value to one man for the dollar’s sake, while 
to another it is of value for what it will buy. Still I 
have my old black cow clear and above board, several 
fiddles, more books to revel among than a giant could 
lift, and recollections of life and friends that I wouldn’t 
swap for all the coal oil that old mar Rockefeller ever 
owned or ever will own. I tell you what I rejoice over 
about as much as anything, and that is that I was born. 
In some manner this article will be brought to the atten- 
tion of the assessor of our town. It may help to throw 
him off the track. 

The price list shares in this irregularity of estima- 
tion. It passes muster with a few and the others take 
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“Sent it among the stars.” 


it for what it is worth. It is a necessity—I don’t believe 
we can deny that. If mothing more it serves as an 
advertising medium. The wholesale dealer who sends 
out a price list at the same tinie reminds the yard man 
to whom it is mailed that he (the wholesale dealer) is 
still on deck. There are retail dealers by the hundreds 
who claim that price lists are of no value insomuch 
that in the majority of cases the figures do not corre- 
spond with the actual prices at which lumber is sold. 
It seems to me, however, that their position is hardly 
well taken. They would miss the lists. Should no more 
come to them they would feel lonesome. Admitting that 
quoted prices are not the rulimg ones, they are some- 
thing of a guide nevertheless. Were it not for them 
we would not know so well how much to beat the trav- 
eling salesman down with our stuffed clubs. Did we 
receive no lists we would be obliged to go to Minneap- 
olis, Omaha or over on the river to see how the pulse 
of the wholesale men was beating. That is what a 
price list is—the pulse of the wholesale market. Or 
we may call it the mainspring of a watch; but there is 
always a regulator attached to it, and that regulator 
is the traveling salesman. Last fall I was in an 
office when a price list was taken from an envelope. 
You know at that time the lumber barons couldn't 
boost lumber fast enough. It would have suited them 
if they could have exploded dynamite under it and sent 
it up among the stars somewhere. This yard man looked 
the list over, remarked it was pretty high, “but before 
I buy, which I must soon, I will wait until Roy comes 
along and see what he says about it,” he concluded. 
Roy is a salesman—Roy Martin—and really that little, 
amd you might call it a trifling, incident impressed me 
more than any one thing ever did before with the 
benefit a salesman may be to his customers and the 
extent to which some retail men rely om the boys who 
sell them their lumber. 2 
There are plenty of yard men who would like the list 
to represent to a nicety the price at which lumber is 
selling. They don’t like to see a list posing as a price 
standard and at the same time have a reputation that 
will rival Gulliver’s. Then there are dealers who want 
quite the reverse of all this. One of them recently said 
to me: “I hope the wholesale men will keep up the list. 
Carpenters and contractors get these lists and it 18 
not good policy to put low lists in their hands or, Im 
fact, any lists which represent the actual selling price 
of lumber. If the yard men buy from $1 to $2 off the 
list, all right; I would have the list high for effect. 
Then if the carpenters and contractors get hold of it 
they don’t know to a dead certainty what our stuff 
costs us, as they would were the list accurate. Now 
suppose you want to buy a watch and go over to your 
jeweler’s. He prices you a watch‘and you hang out over 
the figures he charges you. At length he throws out @ 
price list of a wholesale jeweler, points out on it the 
watch you are fancying and tells you that is the cost 
of the thing at wholesale, and that he has added only 
enough to it to make the transaction a fair one. The 
fact is the fellow has had a big discount on that list 
and consequently does not hesitate to show the list to 
you. I wish the wholesale lumber price list busimess 
could be run in some such way as that. Of course there 
are poachers and others who would be giving it away 
but they couldn’t give it away to everybody. ! would 
like to have it fixed so I could hand a list right, out : 
any carpenter or farmer and say to him that f woul 
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sell him lumber at an advance, say of 10 percent on the 
prices quoted. Them if the list was out of whack to 
the extent of about $2 all around it would even things 
up and keep the matter more closely in our own hands.” 

That is one man’s opinion and a pretty good man, 
speaking in a lumber sense, he is, too. There may not 
be many of you who think along in the same channel, 
and if there are not it is not going to ruffle his feathers 
much. He was telling what he would like; still, he 
said he never expected to see it that way. There are 
fewer men selling watches than lumber and the ele- 
vated lumber list might not stay in hiding long. The 
poacher would have another string to pull. He would 
make it known how the great lumber “combime” was 
trying to fool the people and that he was the Moses 
that would lead them to victory. I can see, however, 
when at times such a list as described above would have 
its advantages and at other times its disadvantages. 

The Square Man. 

As I roam around the country from yard to yard it 
is necessary to be thinking of several things at the 
same time, else I would fail to earn my salt and would 
be turned down. This I have noticed, that when a 
man has been running a yard for years and years in a 
town and has prospered, more than ninety-nine times 
in a hundred he is a man of excellent character. Not 
many days ago I was in a town in which there are two 
yards. One of them is run by a dealer who has sold 
lumber right on that ground for many a year. He has 
got rich—rich enough to satisfy anybody who isn’t 
crazy. And right along he has been doing the lion's 
share of the trade of the town. We chatted for a long 
time and it struck me there was good deal of man 
about him. You, know that the fly up the creek fellow 
is branded in some way. If I believed in a devil I 
should be inclined to think he might have stamped 
these fellows so he could pick them out easily when he 
wanted them. Then I went over to the other yard and 
the ¢ealer there said a word or two about his com- 
petitor. “He is hard competition,” said he, “but he is 
as square as a die.” 

I thought I knew it, for on general principles he 
would not have been selling lumber all those years and 
holding the trade of the town unless he had been square. 





“As square as a die.” 


And, boys, for a long pull those square men are the 
hardest competitors that walk the earth. Why, it is 
child’s play to compete with the trickster to what it is 
to hold our own when selling lumber alongside of a 
man who is “square as a die,” unless we are also square. 

I have seen your tricksters and schemers open their 
yards, deceive: people right and left, but they didn’t 
last. They made a good deal of rumpus while they 
were at it but it was not long until they folded their 
tents and stole away. These men don’t wear and con- 
sequently they don’t stick. I could name two or three 
men who, I would bet $4, will not be selling lumber 
where they are at present a hundred years from now. 
The publie is a lynx eyed animal after all. It looks 
through and through us, and when we don’t know it, 
too. A young dealer was telling me how he was selling 
No, 2 dimension for No. 1 and in other ways pulling 
the wool over the eyes of his customers. I really felt 
like getting him out behind the shed and preaching a 
Ijttle sermon to him. He is standing in quicksand and 
has already sunk up to his ankles. He will try to fool 
his customers more and more right along and by and 
by they will know him as well as he knows himself. 
That is the way it goes. A man who means to be good 
grows better and the deliberately bad man grows worse. 
Goodmess begets goodness and deception begets decep- 
tion. Nothing is truer than that we reap what we sow. 


What is Expected. 


With rare exceptions the yard men are expecting a 
good trade next season. I do not remember the time 
when they were so united on this point. One of tnem 
Temarked recently, “The crops throughout this section 
have been uniformly good and are bringing good prices, 
and talk as much as we may about the influence the 
administration of any particular president may have on 
- business of the country, it is the crops that sell the 
umber. I sell as much lumber in town as out of it, but 
any year when crops are poor, or bring low prices, my 
town trade drops right off. I suppose a third of the 
Population of this town is composed of farmers—men who 
°wn and run farms, but who have retired from active 
Work, and in periods of poor crops these men feel poor, 
notwithstanding they may have wads of money in the 
anks. I have noticed this for twenty years no matter 
Whether one man or another was president.” 

Said another dealer, “The people are becoming used to 


higher prices in lumber than ruled before the advance. 
In this section several foundations were put in last 
spring, and when lumber failed to drop several pegs 
these foundations were covered up and there they stand 
still covered. I believe that next spring this building 
will go on. Then last spring our local papers began to 
talk higher prices for building material and scared 
builders off. It was not long before the papers saw the 
errors of their ways and sought to check and overcome 
as far as possible the impression they had created, but 
the damage had been done. These papers tvill behave 


themselves better next spring. Personally I am expect- 
ing to sell a pile of lumber next year.” 

It goes without saying that our heart goes out to 
these men, and we trust that their fondest hopes may be 
realized. You have no doubt heard that expression be- 
fore, but it fits into this place pretty well. 
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THE TRADE AS SEEN BY RETAILERS. 





Activity as Affected by Wholesale Prices—The Influence of Crops and Politics on Demand— 
Retailers’ Views of Fall Prospects. 





Indian Territory Improvement, 


Mar.tow, I. T., Oct. 29.—Our stocks are somewhat larger 
than last year, but not much larger taking into consideration 
the shortage of cars. Trade is better this year, caused by the 
probable opening of Kiowa and Comanche lands, just east of 
here. The buildings until now have been of the cheap kind, 
but there is considerable improvement in quality and we are 
selling some good bills. The building is confined generally 
to the towns, though for the last year there has been con- 
siderable lumber sold to Indians (Chickasaws) who are mak- 
ing permanent improvements. We are looking ahead for bet- 
ter trade when we get free silver and the Comanche lands 
open. Wa. CAMERON & Co. 


Good Crops and Prospects, 


IfUrCHINSON, KAn., Oct. 27.—Our trade is equally as 
good as last year up to this time, and what we say of ours 
at our different yards will we think apply to the other yards 
in the same territory. Stocks are not up to the usual size for 
this season of the year and we think this can be accounted 
for on the ground of unsettled market variations. Our trade 
has been about equally divided between town and country and 
the improvements are of a substantial character. 

Wholesale prices are not as steady as the average retailer 
wants them to be and it will be mere guess for us to say that 
prices are either high or low, for all kinds of concessions can 
be secured in different ways and it can be accounted for on 
the ground of a reaction from the extremely high prices of 
last year. 

While there is a condition of general activity in all lines of 
business it is not making a very risky statement to say that 
the future of the lumber trade is very encouraging and with 
an open winter here and the election settled right in Novem- 
ber we see no reason for feeling despondent. Collections are 
very good. Wheat, our standby crop in this part of Kansas 
and Oklahoma, is in fine condition, with plenty of moisture 
and seasonable weather. S. M. JOHNS. 


Trade Awaiting Election Results. 


LAFAYETTE, IND., Oct. 27.—Stocks in the hands of the 
retail lumber dealers here and in this vicinity at this time 
are not so heavy as they were this time last year, though they 
are probably about the same that they were earlier in this 
year. There is very little building going on now and what 
we have is country trade for crib stuff and cheap barn bills. 
The wholesale markets in yellow pine and poplar seem to be 
a little weaker than they were earlier in the season. The 
prospect for the future we feel will be very good if the elec- 
tion shall go the right way, as there are quite a number of 
enterprises which are being held up awaiting the result which 
will be declared by the November vote. 

Henry TAYLoR LUMBER COMPANY, 
W. I’. STILLWELL, President, 


Town and Country Trade Improving. 


Arron, I, T., Oct. 29.—My business has been very satis- 
factory for the past ninety days, much better than this time 
a year ago. The greatest inconvenience we have to contend 
with is the scarcity of cars. It is almost impossible to get 
lumber shipped in. ‘There is considerable building being done 
in the country and our town has improved more in the past 
six months than it has in two years before. Wholesale prices 
are a little better on some grades of lumber; the traveling 
men are shading their lists some. Prospects are good for the 
future. W. H. Currts, 

Proprietor Arron LUMBER COMPANY. 


Small Stocks Along the ’Frisco. 


Suutreuur, |. T., Oct. 29.—Trade in this section and I think 
the entire Chickasaw nation is 25 percent less than last year. 
Dealers generally report a greater falling off,but the average is 
brought up by some by fifteen or twenty new yards at towns 
along the ’Frisco, which is building through this country. 
Stocks with them are small, as they have to haul by wagon 
twenty-five to fifty miles and are living from hand to mouth 
until the road shall be completed, which will be about Jan- 
uary 1, when, no doubt, they will carry much larger stocks. 
Except in the new towns, the prospect for trade is anything 
but good, as there is virtually no country trade, owing to the 
unsettled condition of affairs in the Indian Territory. 

C. 8S. Leeper. 


Heavy Building Predicted. 


DuNLAP, Iowa, Oct. 25.—On account of the tone of the 
wholesale market and as shown by price lists, there is no 
indication of any immediate advance in prices, especially in 
southern pine. ‘The activity in building in this locality is 
quite marked and, while there is a good demand for the 
cheaper grades of lumber, the tendency toward putting up a 
better class of buildings is in the ascendency. 

In comparison with the conditions of a year ago stocks in 
the hands of the-retail trade are fully as large and the 
volume of trade equally as good. In my judgment and speak- 
ing for this locality, I can safely predict a large amount of 
building both in town and country for the coming season. 

E. L. PATTERSON. 


Better Country Demand. 


OBLONG, ILL., Oct. 27.—Having only been in the business 
since May 1 we are not able to give a very definite estimate 
as to conditions, but the demand is better now than it was 
at the beginning of the season. The demand for lumber is 
principally from the country. Wirt Bros. 


Retail Trade 


CoLuMBIA, Mo., Oct. 27.—Trade is steady but not strong. 
Stocks in the hands of retail yards are much more complete 
than at this time last year and the demand is not so large. 
There is quite an amount of building being done, of a 
nice, substantial character. The greatest activity is in the 
country. In prices the tendency is downward. Especially 
is this true in the yellow pine market, as there is scarcely 
a mail that does not bring lists with slips inside cutting 
prices from 75 cents to $3.25 a thousand feet. White pine 
seems to be very firm and we do not think it will decline 


in Missouri. 


from present prices. While the wholesalers are trying to 
force up the price of cedar shingles, they still hover around 
the old price of $2.20. We have no reason to take a pessi- 
mistic view of the future and think the spring will open 
as brightly as in the past. 

‘ TERRELL-CRoucH LUMBER COMPANY. 


Trade in Central lowa. 


Fort Dover, Iowa, Oct. 27.—The four yards in our city 
have large stocks at this time—much larger than a year 
ago. The demand for lumber is good and has materially 
improved within two months. We have very little country 
trade, as it has been cut off almost entirely within the last 
year by the establishment of yards at adjoining towns, and 
the process is still going on. In volume the demand for 
lumber is about the same as it was a year ago. We are 
buying lumber, however, lower than we were last year and 
the traveling men seem anxious to sell. With McKinley 
re-elected I believe the prospects ahead are good. The Fort 
Dodge Manufacturing Company will move into its new plant 
about November 15. It belongs to the four lumber dealers 
here and Mr. Hepler is its manager. It will have all modern 
improvements and be one of the finest woodworking plants 
in the state. Greorce W. MASON. 


A Good Time to Buy Lumber, 


HASTINGS, Nes., Oct. 29.—Trade here and west of us in 
Nebraska is poor, on account of failure of our corn crop; 
east of here we understand it is fair. Most of the trade 
we have is in towns. We find wholesale markets weak. It 
is our opinion that trade as a rule will be good next spring 
except, of course, where crops have failed. We think it a 
good time for retailers to buy lumber, as prices will no 
doubt go higher after election, taking it for granted, of 
course, that ‘“‘Mec’’ and ‘Teddy’ will be elected. 

HANSEN LUMBER COMPANY. 


Fair Prospects for Average Trade. 


ConcorpIA, KAn., Oct. 29.—Stocks in the retail yards in 
our locality are fully up to the standard for this time of 
the year. with trade rather quiet as compared with the 
same period of last season, our trade being about 30 percent 
lighter. Town trade has quieted down, with a few excep- 
tions, to repair work. There is, however, considerable 
activity among the farmers in building and repairs, with 
fair prospects for an average trade later on from both 
town and country. The wholesale market appears to us 
as in rather unsettled condition, as we find that the ma- 
jority of the salesmen as well as a number of the wholesale 
firms differ as widely in their opinions of the situation as 
they do in prices. ‘The car shortage seems to be the pre- 
vailing cry at the present time. We are having no trouble 
whatever in finding good stocks to select from and with 
one or two exceptions have had extraordinary promptness 
shown in getting our orders out, regardless of car shortage. 

THe DupLey LUMBER COMPANY. 


Trade and Prospects Satisfactory. 


ELwoop, INp., Oct. 27.—I_ think stocks are somewhat 
lighter than one year ago. There seems to be a feeling 
among dealers that there will be a decline in prices; on this 
account the inclination is not to stock up very heavily. 
This is a manufacturing town and while the country around 
is good and the farmers are improving some the great bulk 
of the building material handled here is used in town. Our 
largest manufacturing establishment, the American tin 
plate plant, was shut down three months this summer, 
caused by labor differences. These have finally been set- 
tled and the mill is now running full, which will make 
quite a difference in the sale of building material. There 
are some good buildings being constructed, but the majority 
are of a cheaper class. 

I think the tendency just now is toward cheaper prices, 
especially in the white pine market. Whether this will 
continue or not will largely depend on the volume of trade 
from now on. 

We use a great deal of southern pee at this point, prices 
for which have declined considerably. Some concerns are 
offering as much as $2.50 below the last list on finishing ma- 
terial. Our trade has been satisfactory during the year 
and the prospects seem good. A. H. McKenzip. 


Trade Average Less Than Last Year. 


New Hampton, Iowa, Oct. 27——The lumber business 
in this particular locality is not as brisk as it was 
last year. However, this condition applies only to some 
localities, as I find by conversing with lumbermen in 
adjoining counties that some claim fully as good trade 
as last year, while with others it is the reverse; but 
a general average will show less lumber sold than in 
1899. My opinion is that the stock carried now will 
compare favorably in volume with that on hand at this 
time a year ago. The greatest activity in building for 
the last two years has been in the towns. The wholesale 
market I do not consider as firm as that of 1899 and the 
fore part of this year. Prospects for the future are 


fairly good. JOHN FotLey. 
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IT ALL DEPENDS ON ELECTION. 


Herrin, Itt., Oct. 27.—I consider the outlook for 
hardwood good if the republican ticket is elected; if 
not, the business will go flat. I have had a good run 
and ‘sale for hard lumber this year. There is no dry 
lumber in stock here. Henry WILSON. 

Se 


Gilbert A. Bergland, of Milwaukee, Wis., who ope- 
rates a mill at Sidnaw, Mich., has purchased 35,000 
acres of pine timber land near Moss City, in Gogebic 
county of that state, and will build a saw mill on the 
tract. 
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THE WHITE PINE NORTH. 





Minneapolis Handicapped by Car Shortage—Lumber Freight Rates Advanced—Notes from 
Wisconsin Mills—The Effects of Northern Floods. 





THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 31.—Lumbermen in_ the 
Mississippi valley are confronted with a grave problem 
in the shortage of cars which at present exists. For two 
weeks they have been complaining that it was almost 
impossible to secure cars to carry their shipments. The 
situation is even worse today than it was a fortnight 
ago. A number of country mills have been obliged to 
close down owing to the impossibility of securing cars, 
while local shippers in many cases are from a week to 
ten days behind with shipments. The Secanlon-Gipson 
Lumber Company announced this week that it was 
obliged to close down its Nickerson ( Minn.) mill and 
similar reports have been received from other points in 
the up-river district. Railroad men are not making any 
predictions as to when the shortage will be over, ‘They 
say that the wheat and flax movement is very heavy 
at this time and is likely to continue so for possibly 
another thirty days. This is particularly true of the 
flax movement. Last year’s flax has beer almost entirely 
absorbed by the oil mills and their requirements necessi- 
tate getting new flax to the elevators as early as pos- 
sible. Many cars are also tied up in the movement of 
wheat which is always very heavy at this season of the 
year. ‘Then, too, it is so near the close of the lake trans 
portation season that a great many cars are required 
for transportation of merchandise and coal to Minne 
apolis, St. Paul, Fargo and other important business 
centers. Chicago meat packers are also in the market 
for heavy shipments of hogs and cattle, especially the 
former, which are in great demand for packing pur- 
poses. Altogether the western roads never suffered more 
than at present from a congestion of traflic requiring 
immediate attention, and the poor lumberman has to 
suffer with the others. Not that he does not receive as 
much attention, comparatively, as other shippers, but 
that all shippers are suffering in consequence of the 
shortage of cars. 


The Projected Bemidji Mills. 


There are some conditions attached to the offer of 
T. B. Walker to build a mill at Bemidji which are not 
entirely satisfactory to the citizens of that place and 
nothing further toward completing the negotiations is 
likely to be done until after election, Other capitalists, 
including prominent Jumbermen in Minneapolis and 
Duluth, are watching events in the Bemidji district with 
more than usual interest. The details regarding their 
plans are yet in abeyance, but it is more than likely 
that with the national election out of the way these plans 
will go through and one or more large mills may be 
built in time to commence operations next spring. There 
is plenty of timber to be had in that section of the 
state and it is easily accessible. Important develop- 
ments, as a result of pending wegotiations, may there- 
fore be expected within a short time. 


Minor Mention. 


S. S. Johnson of the Johnson-Wentworth Lumber 
Company, Cloquet, Minn., spent a few days in Minneap- 
olis this week looking after business matters and making 
arrangements for the winter work of his company. 

J. C. Brainerd, a prominent lumber dealer at Bloom- 
ing Prairie, Minn., was in Minneapolis for a few days 
this week. 

John R. Wisdom, of the Gem City Saw Mill Company, 
Quincey, Ill., was in Minneapolis the latter part of last 
week looking after business matters for his firm. 

T. S. Roberts of Mason City, Iowa, has purchased 
stock and opened a new yard at Cartersville, lowa. The 
firm name is George B. Randolph & Co, 

E. Hovelson and L. James have opened a yard at 
Cresco, Iowa, under the firm name of Hovelson & James. 
The former was a member of L. & KE. Hovelson, Preston, 
lowa, and the latter of F. kK. & L. James, Osage, Iowa, 
but both have relinquished their interests in those 
yards. 

©, 8. Fay, of Fay & Morrison, Minneapolis, is at pres- 
ent at his yard at Rockford, lowa, where he is making 
improvements. 

F. H. Jackson, of the Standard Lumber Company, 
Winona, Minn., was registered at Minneapolis for a 
few days this week. 

M. L. Heimer, of Allen & Heimer, De Graff, Minn., 
spent a few days in Minneapolis the latter part of last 
week. 

John Becker, with the H. C. Akeley Lumber Company, 
has recently placed new stocks at Minnieska and 
Weaver, Minn. 

William M. Tenney, formerly of the Nelson, Tenney 
Lumber Company, but now of New York city, was in 
Minneapolis recently on a pleasure trip. 

A visitor in Minneapolis a few days the first of this 
week was C. H. Crane, of the well known lumber firm of 
Lewis & Crane, Seattle, Wash. “Ed” Lewis, the Ward 
McAllister of Seattle, has for several years done the 
honors for this enterprising firm in the east. He has 
always maintained that he could smoke more cigars and 
drink more seltzer and lemon than his military looking 


partner, and the bluff has heretofore worked, but at last. 


Mr. Crane decided to take a look at his old haunts in 
the middle east himself and see if it is actually neces- 
sary to run up big expense accounts in traveling in this 
section. As “Jack” Hughes had him in tow most of the 
time while he was in Minneapolis, he will probably find 
it to be true. Mr. Crane says that lumbermen of the 
coast country are feeling very good over the business 
they have done this year, that the concessions in rates 
recently received are a great help, and he believes that 
in time still greater concessions will be obtained. In 
fact, when the Burlington shall have built through to the 
coast, which he believes will be but a matter of a few 
years, the lower rates to Missouri river points will then 
be assured. Mr. Crane left Tuesday evening for Milwau- 
kee and Chicago, where he will remain several weeks, 
and before returning to the west coast will visit his for- 
mer home at Manistique, Mich. 

The footbal) game in Minneapolis, at Northrup field, 
Saturday of this week, is expected to bring here a num- 
ber of the leading ‘element of younger Wisconsin lumber- 
men who will come to “root” for the boys from Madison 
in their contest for championship honors with the eleven 
from the University of Minnesota who so thoroughly out- 
played Chicago three weeks ago on the same grounds. 
Frank H. Libbey, of Oshkosh; Frank W. Sheppard, of 
Chelsea; “Lone” and “Jack” Owen, of Owen, as well as 
i number of others equally as famous as Wisconsin 
“rooters” may be looked fer. In Minneapolis lumber 
business will practically be suspended Saturday after- 
noon and the offices in the Lumber Exchange will be 
deserted for the football game. No other game in this 
city in years has created as much interest as this. 





HEAD OF THE LAKES NEWS. 


DuLutTu, Minn., Oct. 31.—There has been a_ little 
advance in lumber freights, and some cargoes are said to 
have been taken at $2.75. In another week a large 
share of the iron ore ships of the upper lakes will be 
through for the year and will then be laid up or attempt 
other freight. Some of them are already in wheat, but 
there isn’t much of that to be moved and there will be a 
lot of vessels adapted for lumber. The ore trade has 
been enormous, about 7,500,000 tons to date. It will 
continue from some mines of the Minnesota ranges and 
from Michigan ports for a month yet, and the total 
movement of the year will probably be 19,000,000 gross 
tons. 

Cowsiderable lumber has moved this week. All head- 
of-the-lake docks have been fairly busy and nearly every 
mill has shipped something. There is a considerable vol- 
ume of advanced chartering, too, so that business is 
likely to continue some time. 

The sales of the week have not approached the vol- 
ume of late preceding periods, but have been fair, at 
prices similar to a week ago. It begins to look as if 
mills here would go into the winter with a small stock 
of dry lumber, but with no very large share of their late 
1900 cut sold for delivery in 1901. In this the fall will 
differ materially from a year ago. Election probably has 
something to do with this, though perhaps not so much 
as some would have us believe. 

It is announced that some local lumber companies 
will make no contracts for sawing or getting logs to 
mill until after the election. This the democrats grow 
hysterical over, declaring it to be “coercion” of the 
darkest type. They think they have discovered another 
instance of coercion im the desire of Mitchell & McClure, 
the big mill men here, to have their employees under- 
stand the issues and vote to keep business at its present 
level. Talking of politics, one of the main arguments 
used by the democratic opponent of Page Morris for 
congress in this, the sixth, district. of Minnesota is that 
Morris voted for the tariff om lumber and thus caused 
the raise in the price. The amount of the tariff has been 
variously stated at anywhere from $2 up to $5, aeccord- 
ing to the eredulity of the audience. This argument 
was not used in the lumber woods of the northern part 
of the district, but in the farming sections in the south. 

The local labor situation does not look well for the 
logger. There is so much railway work in progress at 
$2 a day, or better still in station work, that men hesi- 
tate to go into the woods. One good feature of the pres- 
ent situation is that many young farm hands from 
parts of the Red River country, where the crop has been 
poor, are coming in to try the woods, and they are a bet- 
ter class tham the “woods hobo.” 

The tie industry will suffer this winter, notwithstand- 
ing the railroad building under way. There are prob- 
ably 300,000 ties, at a low guess, piled up at and near 
Duluth that were cut last winter and they will act as a 
drag on the market. 

At the great new building of the Marshall-Wells 
Hardware Company the front half is rising a story a 
week and three weeks more pleasant weather will see 
the roof om. The company expects to move its enor- 
mous stock in December, sleighing it around from the 
old building on the ice, 

D. E. Holston, of the sash and door trade, is the dem- 
ocratic candidate for clerk of court in St. Louis county, 
an office worth $3,500 a year for a four-year term. It 
is hardly possible that he can be elected, much as his 
hosts of friends may desire it. 


CHEQUAMEGON BAY NOTES. 

ASHLAND, Wis., Oct. 31.—The lumber business has 
been a little slack during the past few days. The com- 
ing election is given as the primary cause and as soon 
as this is out of the way we may expect quite a spurt 
of lumber business, until the end of the shipping season 
at least. Lots of lumber is being shipped right along, 
but big sales have been a scarce article lately. 

The planing mill of the Montreal Lumber Company 
of Gile, Wis., was destroyed by fire day before yester- 
day. It was fully covered by insurance. Workmen are 
already at work rebuilding and as soon as the building 
is completed the new machinery will be on hand and the 
mill will be running along as merrily as ever. 

The Mill Men’s Union has opened a union store in 
Ashland to save the middleman’s or merchant’s profits, 
The outside public is charged the regular rates for goods 
and the mill men alone get the benefit of the discount. 

The Pope Lumber Company filed bankruptcy papers 
last week and the affairs of the company will be settled 
in this way. The committee appointed by the creditors 
found that they could not handle the indebtedness and 
gave it up as a bad job. 

The Bay Shore Lumber Company, of Menominee, Mich., 
which has conducted operations near Champion, Mich, 
for some years past, has purchased over 100,000,000 feet 
of standing pine near Ashland, on the line of the Duluth, 
South Shore & Atlantic railway. It is the company’s 
intention to put 200 men or more at work removing the 
timber. The logs will probably be manufactured into 
lumber at Ashland. 

Shipments from the port of Ashland since the last 
report have been as follows: 

Boat. Destination, Feet. 


Steamer John C. Pringle, Buffalo........ 500,000 
Schooner Noquebay, Chicago. .......... 1,000,000 
Schooner Robert L. Fryer, Chicaga....... 750,000 
Schooner Homer, Cleveland. ........... 600,000 
Steamer Lansing, Buffalo. ............. 1,050,000 
Schooner O. B, Dobbins, Cleveland....... 675,000 
Schooner Nelson Bloom, Cleveland....... 700,000 
Steamer J. 8. Shringley, Cleveland....... 550,000 
Schooner Edwin Kelly, Michigan City.... 850,000 
Schooner D, L. Filer, South Chicago..... 500,000 
Steamer Rhoda Emily, Cleveland........ 550,000 
Schooner A. C. Maxwell, Cleveland....... 650,000 
Schooner Oneonta, Cleveland. .......... 575,000 
Steamer Preston, Cleveland. ........... 800,000 
Steamer A. A. Turner, Cleveland. ....... 300,000 
Schooner Mary N. Bourke, Cleveland..... 1,100,000 
Schooner Bahama, Cleveland. .......... 350,000 
Schooner H. D, Coffinberry, Cleveland.... 650,000 
Schooner IF’. B. Gardiner, No. Tonawanda. 650,000 
Schooner Nirvana, North Tonawanda .... 800,000 


Schooner Galatea, North Tonawanda .... = 750,000 
Steamer Madagascar, Chicago. ......... 1,200,000 
Steamer Courmant, North Tonawanda.... = 950,000 


Steamer George King, Cleveland......... 500,000 
Steamer George W. Wescott, Chicago... .. 570,000 
Schooner Thomas Gawn, Cleveland ...... 660,000 
Steamer A, L, Hopkins, Cleveland....... 700,000 

EE. 5 SRG ee eee ERR EA 18,930,000 





THE BLACK RIVER DISTRICT. 

LA Crosse, Wis., Oct. 31—During the twenty-four 
hours ending last Sunday morning at 8 o’clock we had a 
rainfall of 7 23-100 inches, the largest amount that has 
fallen in the same length of time in the history of the 
signal service here. Much damage was done in this 
vicinity, principally among the farmers. Black river 
reached almost as high a stage of water as it did several 
weeks ago, but as the drive was finished last Friday 
evening it did not throw out any logs, The Mississippi 
rose several feet and is still rising and today it has 
rained all day, so it is probable that we will have another 
siege of high water. Trade is quiet at present. 

D. B. Stowell, who for many years was city collector 
here for the C. L. Colman Lumber Company, has pur- 
chased an interest in a saw mill in Idaho and has moved 
there with his family. 

W. W. Cargill, who has been spending the month at 
the Sawyer & Austin plant at Pine Bluff, Ark., returned 
home yesterday. He reports everything running nicely 
and a good demand for lumber there. 

Ole Storey has sold out his interests here and will 
move to Wind River, Ore., with his family next week. 

Dan Kennedy, who looks after the lumber interests of 
the C, L. Colman Lumber Company in the woods, has 
just returned from a trip up on the Mimekogan river. 
He reports it very wet up there. 


ON THE MENOTFINEE RIVER. 


MARINETTE, Wis., Oct. 31.—The market shows no 
change from the dullness of the past six weeks. Only 
one sale was reported this week, 1,000,000 feet of box 
lumber for eastern shipment. 

One dealer here said that he expected considerable 
activity right after election. Most of the buyers are 
waiting for the decision of the voters. He gave it as 
his opinion that if McKinley were ‘lected considerable 
lumber would be sold for eastern shipment. The market 
continues firm notwithstanding the dullness, and prices 
are but little off. , 

The Pawnee and tow are in port this week loading 
for the east. The Baldwin is expected here in a few 
days and about all of the eastern fleets will make one 
more trip. 

The I. Stephenson Company this week concluded & 
deal for the purchase of 25,000 acres of timber lands 
in Delta and Marquette counties in the upper peninsula. 
The Escanaba & Lake Superior railway will be extended 
to this tract of land. ‘ 

The Girard Lumber Company’s mill in Menominee 
will operate another season. The company has bought 
enough lumber for another season’s stock. 

Thad new mill of the Rib Lake Lumber Company 
Rib Lake, Wis., is being built by the D. J. Murray Mam 
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ufacturing Company, of Wausau. ‘The plant will be a 
modern one in every respect, with up-to-date machinery. 





EASTERN MICHIGAN TRADE FEATURES. 


say City AND SaGinaw, Micu., Oct. 30.—The result 
of the election next Tuesday is already discounted by 
many firms and they are going ahead, satisfied that 
there will be no change in the policies which have 
obtained the last four years. William Schutte says that 
his firm last week bought 2,500,000 feet of choice pine 
lumber manufactured at Baraga, of the Nester estate. 
This lumber is to be brought to the Saginaw yard of 
Schuette & Co. this fall. The same firm is also nego- 
tiating for another large block of lumber, believing that 
the future of business is all right. Many of the yard 
dealers are making inquiries and some are buying, one 
concern getting several hundred thousand feet by rail 
from the north which was purchased recently. 

If business were the same in volume as a year ago in 
lumber the trade would be in despair over the car 
shortage; the situation is deplorable. Orders from out- 
side localities come mostly in car lots, with rush notifi- 
cation attached, but the railroads hinder the trade by 
not being able to furnish the transportation, and the out- 
look, while good for the winter as regards trade, is 
shadowed by the prospect of a continued famine in cars, 

There is the same ery of shortage of men. It is dit- 
ficult to get men for mill work or for the camps. The 
Saginaw Lumber & Salt Company is running its plant 
day and night and is desperately short of men. Several 
firms are trying to start camps, but are handicapped by 
the scarcity of men. 

Not much lumber is being sent out of the river by 
water, as not much has beew sold to go forward. <A 
large quantity of lumber, however, is coming into the 
river, and 10,000,000 or 15,000,000 feet will come in 
during November. One vessel loaded at Sarnia, Ont., 
Saturday, for Bay City, and a number of cargoes are 
due yet from Georgian bay.” According to recent reports 
the Georgian bay mills will have quite an accumulation 
of lumber on hand at the close of the sawing season. 

The Kotcher & Allen Company, at Oscoda, which has 
been operating quite extensively, has been merged into 
an incorporated company, to be known as the Au Sable 
River Lumber Company. This concern has its stock 
manufactured mostly at Oscoda. 

The concerns om this river are generally busy. Thomas 
Jackson & Co. are cutting on doors, and have had a 
large trade in doors for the export trade this season, 
although not as heavy as last year. 

The Saginaw Lumber & Salt Company is cutting out 
1,000,000 feet of lumber for E. Germain, and last week 
sold over 500,000 feet to other concerns. 

The Briggs & Cooper Lumber Company has had a very 
good business, during October and the prospects are excel- 
lent for the remainder of the fall and winter in both 
pine and hardwood products. This company is bringing 
lumber to its yards on the river by rail from Ogemaw 
county, several mills being employed in cutting pine, 
hardwood and shingles for the concern. 

The MacKinnon Manufacturing Company shipped three 
large iron tanks to Syracuse last week. This concern is 
busy, having had a number of large orders to fill. 

In reply to a question as to how business is with him, 
F. E. Bradley, the veteran lumber manufacturer, said: 

Trade is quiet but I look for a decided improvement after 
McKinley is elected. Hemlock is very quiet with not much 
inquiry and prices are off. There is some inquiry and sales 
at fair prices of hard maple. We are also selling some pine 
at a slight reduction on prices quoted last spring. There 
would be no surplus here in ordinary lines, and if 
the market stocks up for the winter as usual the situation 
will be much improved. We have some very nice stock 
and it is for sale at reasonable prices but we are not yet 
giving it away. 

F. T. Woodworth & Co. are running their mill day and 
night and are shipping several car loads daily. They 
have had a fairly busy season. 





AMONG SOFIE WISCONSIN MILLS. 


MeEbrorp, W1s., Oct. 29.—Eight years ago on the Ash- 
land branch of the Wisconsin Central railway pine manu- 
facturing was on the wane. At Phillips there was the 
John R. Davis Lumber Company, then a big manufac- 
turer of pine as it is now of hemlock and hardwoods, and 
at Morse the Penokee Lumber Company made “cork 
pine.” It has long since passed out of existence. There 
Were several other pine concerns that are now no more, 
but in their stead have sprung up hemlock and hardwood 
lumber plants, and at nearly every station are evidences 
of the renewed prosperity and of the turning from pine 
to hemlock and hardwood lumber. 

The Ashland branch of the Wisconsin Central is now a 
distinctively hemlock road. It runs through some of the 
best hemlock timber in the state. <A trip through this 
region the past week found the hemlock lumbermen all 
busy. They are not rushed, but they are enjoying a good 
trade at fair prices. They are having a good deal of 
trouble just now in getting cars, however. ‘The car 
shortage is interfering seriously with shipping and is 
about the only thing regarding which the hemlock men 
i this section have a “kick coming.” 


The New Hemlock Mill at Westboro. 


At Westboro the Heidrick & Matson Lumber Company’s 
new saw mill has been running since midsummer and 
there is a stock of 5,000,000 feet of hemlock in pile. This 
company is a new one in Wisconsin, its members, how- 
ever, being old hemlock manufacturers from Pennsyl- 
vania who thoroughly understand the ins and outs of 
making hemlock lumber. At Brookville, Pa., they oper- 


ated for years as Heidrick, Matson & Co., selling out to 
Cook & Graham, who now operate there. 

The saw mill at Westboro is equipped with a circular 
and a Filer & Stowell Manufacturing Company band mill, 
a large and a small edger and other attendant machinery. 
The mill has all the modern improvements. Between the 
mill and the planing mill is the lumber yard. The com- 
pany has six miles of railroad running out from the mill 
into the timber in a westerly direction. The railroad is 
equipped with a 28-ton Shay locomotive, twenty logging 
cars and a Goodyear log loader. The company has about 
15,000 acres of timber lands on both sides of the Wiscon- 
sin Central railway, which were largely bought of the 
Duncans, who formerly operated a small saw mill at 
Westboro. The saw mill has a capacity of 100,000 feet 
a day and may be run all winter, as about 10,000,000 
feet of logs are now skidded and ready to be hauled in to 
the mill if the condition of the market shall warrant 
winter operations. Besides hemlock, the company saws 
some hardwood lumber. 

The members of the Heidrick & Matson Lumber Com- 
pany are: Levi Heidrick, president, Brookville, Pa.; R. 
M. Matson, vice president, Brookville, Pa.; Emmet Queen, 
treasurer, Pittsburg, Pa., and Charles F. Heidrick, West- 
boro, Wis., secretary. The latter actively manages the 
business, but for some time Mr. Matson has spent much 
of his time at the mill also. Levi Heidrick and Mr. Mat- 
son are also interested in hardwood lumber manufactur- 
ing in West Virginia, operating there as the Leatherwood 
Lumber Company, at Clay Court House. 

Everything is new about the Westboro plant, including 
a large general store, adjoining which are the company’s 
offices. With its logging railroad it is in a position to get 
out special bills quickly, and with its up to date plant it 
can put hemlock and hardwood lumber on the market in 
the same businesslike manner that characterizes pine 
operations in the north, 

The sales of the company are handled by Frank N. 
Snell, at his Milwaukee office. Mr. Snell is well known 
to the lumber trade, having for years been on the road or 
in charge of sales for several northern concerns, and has 
an acquaintance with the buyers of lumber that means a 
good deal. 


Succeeds the Kennedys at Rib Lake. 


W. A. Osburn, who is at the head of the new W. A. 
Osburn Lumber Company that recently purchased the 
hemlock manufacturing plant of the J. J. Kennedy Lum- 
ber Company, at Rib Lake, Wis., is also a former Penn- 
sylvania hemlock lumberman, from DuBois. He was at 
one time associated with Messrs. Heidrick and Matson at 
Brookville, Pa., and their coming to Wisconsin undoubt- 
edly had something to do with his turning his attention 
to the west which resulted in the buying out of the Ken- 
nedys. 

J. J. Kennedy ranks as the pioneer in the manufacture 
of hemlock in Wisconsin, he having operated at Rib Lake 
for the past seventeen years, associated with his brother 
Angus, and lately with his son Donald, who for the past 
year has had charge of the sales department, and their 
passing from Rib Lake can be viewed with but regret. 
The members of the new W. A. Osburn Lumber Company 
that succeeds the J. J. Kennedy Lumber Company under- 
stand hemlock and will without doubt enjoy the same 
confidence with the trade as their predecessors, 

Home of the ‘‘Hunner Boys’’ Hemlock Band. 

It is at Chelsea that the rural quiet of a country even- 
ing is frequently broken by the sweet but not “shaky” 
strains of hemlock music. The writer sat on a dry goods 
box in front of the store of the Rousseau & Sheppard 
Company at Chelsea the other evening and watched the 
hemlock band as it paraded up and down the one street 
in the village, finally ‘ending up at the town hall, where 
a youthful lawyer from the southern part of the state 
was to orate on the beauties of sound money and protec- 
tion. It was a great event for Chelsea, only exceeded 
by the excitement of church socials and the regular Sat- 
urday evening dance over the grocery store. Frank W. 
Sheppard in one of his characteristic and well chosen 
speeches introduced the orator of the evening and there 
was a continuation of the “feast of reason and flow of 
wit” that Mr. Sheppard started. 

The hemlock band is a real thing. It is made up of 
the employees of the Rousseau & Sheppard Company 
mill and it is no slouch of a band, either. Mr. Sheppard 
says that their music brings about the same peace and 
quiet of mind that does the purchase of a car of their 
choice hemlock lumber. 

Seriously speaking, however, the Rousseau & Sheppard 
Company reports a very satisfactory condition of trade 
as far as volume is concerned, although prices might be 
better. The searcity of cars has lately interfered with 
shipping, but it is hoped that this condition of affairs 
will be relieved. Mr. Sheppard says that they have 
lately been compelled to run their planing mill over time 
to keep up with orders. A good deal of trouble is being 
experienced, not only at Chelsea but elsewhere, to get men 
enough for the mills and woods work. 


Making Hemlock at Medford. 


Lee W. Gibson, manager of the Medford Manufactur- 
ing Company, has been making a number of improve- 
ments about the Medford mill the past summer until 
now it runs like clock work. He has put in a new band 
mill, steam feed and other up to date machinery, and 
now has a mill that he believes will make hemlock lum- 
ber as cheaply as any mill in the country, and as good. 
He says they have a stock of 8,000,000 feet of piece stuff 
and boards ready for shipping and are sawing right along. 
As soon as snow shall fall the Perkinstown mill of the 


Gibson company will be started to run all winter. The 
stock from this mill, also hemlock, is hauled on sleds 
to Medford and piled. 

During the recent high water in the Black river eyery- 
thing was pretty much afloat at Medford, the water 
coming up into the office even, but although the river is 
still high it is now subsiding. 

The Medford Manufacturing Company makes hemlock 
shingles and lath and finds that they take well with the 
trade. In the winter considerable hardwood lumber is 
sawed, thus giving the company a stock from which it 
can ship mixed cars. 


At Stetsonville and Dorchester. 


The two mills of the Ellingson Lumber Company at 
Stetsonville and Dorchester, as well as the small mill 
at Bruckerville, are not now running, but will start up 
sawing hemlock and hardwood lumber early in the win- 
ter. G. K. Ellingson, who lives at Dorchester and looks 
after the business there, has been out on the road in 
southern Wisconsin and northern Illinois most of the 
time this fall, but his nephew, the enterprising young 
Chris P. Ellingson, secretary of the company, who man- 
ages the sales, the mill and the general store at the 
main office at Stetsonville, says that trade has been fairly 
good this fall but that they still have some bargains to 
offer out of a stock consisting of about 2,000,000 feet of 
hemlock, 250,000 feet of birch, 200,000 of basswood, 130,- 
000 feet of elm and some ash and maple. 


Where the Owens Hold Forth. 


If asked where Owen, Wis., is one would naturally 
say it is a mile and a half east of Withee, on the Wis- 
consin Central railway. But it should be the other way. 
Withee should be located with reference to Owen, for it 
is at Owen that the busy plant of the John 8S. Owen 
Lumber Company is located, and it constitutes quite a 
little city all by itself. The single band saw mill by 
running the year around turns out 12,000,000 feet or 
more of white pine and hardwood lumber, with this year 
a little hemlock. The company’s railroad bridges the 
Wisconsin Central track on a 1,700-foot long trestle and 
extends out to the north into the timber. Logs are 
brought in by this road to the mill so that it can run 
winter and summer, rain or shine. 

The visitor at Owen is struck by the evidences of enter- 
prise on every hand. The big store of the company, 
lighted by electric lights and stocked with everything 
imaginable, compares favorably with the big stores of 
the city. Adjoining it are the offices of the lumber and 
land department, where can be found A. R. Owen, the 
manager, and “Jack” Owen, sons of John S. Owen, of 
Kau Claire, the head of the concern. The stranger 
within the gates is made more than welcome and if it be 
meal time a good dinner at the “dude” table in the big 
boarding house near by is a treat worth going a long 
way for, especially if previously you have been living 
at some of the hotels along the Ashland branch of the 
Wisconsin Central. 

A. R. Owen states that his company has found trade 
in pine very good this fall, with hardwoods moving 
somewhat slower, but yet the hardwood situation might 
be much worse. With politics out of the way he looks 
for a clear field. 





TRADE PICKING UP, 


GRAYLING, Micu., Oct. 25.—Trade during the past two 
weeks has been encouraging. We have received a good 
many orders and have all we can do. Hemlock is drag- 
ging somewhat, but still a good deal of stuff is worked 
off and we believe prices have come to the bottom now. 
There seems to be an activity in buying sufficient to sat- 
isfy the dealer and to keep him busy hustling out his 
stock. When such is the case one can always depend on 
prices holding up, but when the order books are 
exhausted and men are idle, dealers begin to think hard 
times have struck them and to look around for trade and 
to imagine it is necessary to lower prices on everything. 
Another favorable influence is the fine weather which has 
a tendency to keep up trade, as farmers can come to town 
with their commodities and take lumber back with them, 
and city carpenters and builders can continue td work to 
advantage out of doors. The outlook for next season in 
this locality is that a good deal of material will be 
gotten out along the lines of hardwood, hemlock and 
cedar. Of course the pine in this section is nearly 
exhausted, but our firm will get out a full stock next 
year. Satiine, Hanson & Co. 





GOOD INQUIRY FOR HEMLOCK, 


STANDISH, Micu., Oct. 27.—I have just about the 
same stock I had this time last year. I had intended 
putting in about 6,000,000 feet this winter, but from 
the present outlook have concluded to put in only about 
2,500,000 feet. Lumber is moving slowly in car lots, 
but retail trade was never better. We are getting $10 
for 2-inch and $11 for inch on cars here for merchant- 
able hemlock. JAMES NORN. 


TO ADD A SAW IIILL.. 


The Parkinson Cedar Company, of Madison, Wis., 
will build a saw mill in connection with its white 
cedar shingle mill and post yard at Hardwood, Mich., 
this winter, so as to be able to begin sawing early in 
the spring. It will saw hemlock, hardwood and some 
pine, but mostly hardwood. This concern is going into 
winter with a good stock of posts for the early spring 
trade. Marshall Parkinson, who has been at Hard- 
wood for several weeks, returned to his home at Madison 
October 20. 
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Logging Department. 


ON THE UPPER [IISSISSIPPI. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 30.—Among loggers the 
labor market is still the center of attention. There has 
been little or no change from a week ago, except that 
the employment agencies are holding out a trifle better 
inducements to loggers than they did last Wednesday. 
A characteristic sign in front of the employment bureaus 
is, “Men wanted for the woods; $26, $28, $30 and $35 
a month and board,” but these signs do not seem to 
attract the attention which they deserve. They are sur- 
rounded by other signs offering high wages for railroad 
work, bridge work, carpenter work, farm work and in 
the other vocations in which the rough laborer is in 
demand. The proprietor of one of the leading employ- 
ment agencies of this city said this week: 

There is a great demand at present for men for the 
woods. We are endeavoring in every way to supply this 
demand, but are not meeting with the success that the high 
wages offered would seem to warrant. Many old loggers 
have steady work in the cities and prefer to retain their 
positions. “We see very few old faces among those applying 
for work in the woods this fall. Many of those applying 
have never had any experience in the logging camps, yet 
they demand the highest wages offered. A little later in 
the season we may be able to meet the demand in better 
shape, but just at present the prospects for seturing enough 
men for the logging crews are not encouraging. 

The boom on the St. Croix river closed at Stillwater 
last week for the season. The output for 1900 at Still- 
water is about 238,000,000 feet. There are about 70,- 
000.000 feet left in the ereeks not far from the land- 
ing. The total logs turned for the year is consider- 
ably less than last season, altogether about 150,000,000 
feet less. In 1899, 392,000,000 feet of logs were turned 
and sent through the sorting gap. This discrepancy is 
due to the fact that all the tributaries of the St. Croix 
river were very low for the first three months of the 
season, when a great many drives were hung up. ‘These 
logs will arrive early next year, insuring a busy season 
for 1901. The saw mills at Stillwater are all running 
but a few will close down early next week, while one 
or two will continue to saw until November 10. Sev- 
eral crews of men have been sent from that point to 
make preparations for winter work. The Clearwater 
Logging Company sent seventeen men to Solway last 
Wednesday and other companies have sent in several 
small crews since. 


AT THE HEAD OF THE LAKES. 

DututH, Minn., Oct. 31.—Logging has commenced in 
earnest. The Fall Lake Lumber Company has its camps 
well under way for a 30,000,000-foot output. The St. 
Croix Lumber Company has let its logging to O’Neil 
Bros., who are taking in men rapidly and may cut 
25,000,000 feet. The C. L. Hill Lumber Company will 
run a logging railroad west from Drummond, on the 
Duluth & Iron Range line, into a large block of timber. 
The Duluth & Iron Range road is building two logging 
spurs for the Scott-Graff Lumber Company, one near 
Drummond and the other further away, at mile post 69. 
At the latter about 14,000,000 feet will be logged this 
winter. Loading has already begun at the former. The 
Scott-Graff mill has been sawing steadily since January 
Jast and has cut so far 44,000,000 feet. It will keep at 
work pretty well toward the end of the year, making a 
total cut of over 50,000,000 feet. 

The W. T. Bailey Lumber Company, at Virginia, is 
putting in camps and will get out about 5,000,000 feet. 
The company has had a remarkably prosperous year and 
is practically all sold up on local demand. 

A large raft of logs, the first from the company’s new 
works at Split Rock, forty-five miles down the north 
shore, has been received at the Merrill-Ring mill. Log- 
ging and rafting will proceed steadily henceforth. 

Alger, Smith & Co. are shipping in men and supplies 
for their Canadian logging near Pigeon river and will 
cut a full stock there. 


THE OUTLOOK FROM EASTERN MICHIGAN. 

Sacinaw, Micu., Oct. 31.—The output of the Georgian 
bay mills will be somewhat less than expected earlier 
in the season, owing to about 25 percent of the logs 
put into Georgian bay waters last winter not reaching 
the mills. This winter the log output will not be as 
large as last winter. Michigan lumbermen owning tim- 
ber in the Georgian bay district will not be able to bring 
over logs cut from crown lands and not over 50,000,000 
feet, if as many, will be cut on Indian reserve or deeded 
lands this winter. Several Michigan firms will put in 
logs over there to stock Canadian mills. 

C. 8. Bliss has started a logging camp in Gladwin 
county. He will carry over some logs at the close of 
the season for the winter cut and will have enough put 
in to stock his mill another season. His output will 
approximate 8,000,000 feet the present season and he 
euts special bills largely. 

The Central Lumber Company has started one camp 
in Gladwin county and the mill will have at least a 
partial stock for next season. This company owns a 
large quantity of timber in Canada but it is on crown 
lands and the embargo on exporting pine logs prevents 
the timber from being brought here except in a manu- 
factured state. The Central company has about 52,000,- 
000 feet of manufactured lumber on hand now in Can- 
ada, cut from logs which it was intended to bring over 
if arrangements had been different. 

The mill of the Hitchcock Lumber Company has been 
undergoing repairs and has consequently been shut down 
some time, but it will resume operations again in a few 
days, having a quantity of logs to cut out. 











Mills throughout the northern part of the state, 
between the Saginaw river and the straits, are gener- 
ally busy and will be operated until snow comes. In the 
meantime progress is made in starting camps for the 
winter in cutting logs. The Cheboygan Lumber Com- 
pany sent up the outfit last week for a logging camp 
near Newberry and Pelton & Reid, of Cheboygan, also 
started a crew for Epoufette, where they are lumber- 
ing. The logs will be brought to the Cheboygan mills 
next spring. Lumbering operations in the vicinity of 
Onaway, Millersburg and Tower will be extensive this 
winter. The logs will be manufactured in part at mills 
at the points named and the remainder will be railed to 
Alpena, Several Alpena firms have already started 
camps along the line of the road north of there. 





Law for Lumbermen. 


Validity of Rescaling. 

A man made a contract with a lumber company 
whereby he agreed to cut and haul certain logs for a stip- 
ulated compensation per 1,000 feet, the logs to be scaled 
by a scaler agreeable to both parties. Tle cut and hauled 
the logs as required and they were scaled by scalers agree- 
able to both parties. The man insisted that he was enti- 
tled to pay for a greater number of feet of logs than the 
scalers had allowed him, and caused the logs to be scaled 
by a deputy surveyor general, pursuant to an agreement 
with the company, as he contended. ‘This official scale 
showed 200,000 feet of logs in excess of the original 
scales, and an action was brought to recover the con- 
tract price for cutting and hauling the number of feet of 
logs shown by the official scale. 

The first defense interposed was that the original 
scales made pursuant to the contract were conclusive 
on the parties unless impeached for fraud, or gross error 
equivalent to fraud; hence there was no cen- 
sideration for the new agreement or  arrange- 
ment claimed, because it was at most an _ agree- 
ment to pay the party something more than he was 
entitled to under the contract. If this contention was 
correct, that the agreement was simply a promise to pay 
the party suing more than he was entitled to, the con- 
clusion, the supreme court of Minnesota says, would 
logically follow that it was without consideration. How- 
ever, there was evidence tending to show that there was 
a bona fide dispute between the parties as to the correct- 
ness of the original scales; that the company waived its 
insistence on the correctness of the original scales and 
impliedly, if not directly, consented that the other party 
might at his own expense have the logs rescaled by a 
state scaler, and that it was mutually understood that 
he should be paid on the basis of such rescale if it was 
correct; and further that he did, pursuant to such con- 
sent and promise, cause the logs to be rescaled by a 
competent state scaler designated by the surveyor gen- 
eral, From this, the court holds, it followed that the 
new agreement or arrangement was not, as the company 
contended, simply a promise on its part to pay for an 
extra amount of logs that might be shown by a rescale 
and hence without consideration; but it was a waiver of 
the original scales and a mutual consent to accept the 
rescale as the basis for computing the compensation of 
the party suing. This, it adds, was a suflicient consid- 
eration to support the agreement. 

The company contended that the rescale was not valid 
because the official scaler was selected and the scale made 
without notice to it. In other words, counsel for the 
company treated the agreement for a rescale of the logs, 
if any, as an agreement to arbitrate the controversy 
between the parties, and that the state scaler was to act 
as an arbitrator. But the evidence the court does not 
consider justified that view and does not think the scale 
of the official sealer void on that ground, but holds 
instead that it was prima facie evidence of the number 
of feet in the logs in question. Not only does the court 
hold that the official scale was valid, but that a certified 
copy of the record thereof was rightly received in evi- 
dence. 


Owner of Undivided Interest in Land Cannot Sell 
Timber, 

Nevels vs. Kentucky Lumber Company is the title 
of an action that was brought to recover damages from 
the Jumber company for its failure to receive certain 
logs tendered it under a contract. The refusal of the 
company to receive the logs was based on a notice it 
had received that they were not the property of the 
parties claiming to own them and proposing to sell 
them, their only right to them being such as could be 
secured by a contract with an owner of an undivided 
one-fourth interest in the land from which they were 
cut, who, the court of appeals of Kentucky holds, had 
no right or authority to sell anything but his one- 
fourth interest in the property. It is clear, says the 
court, that it is waste to cut and remove the timber off 
timbered land, and where this is done by a tenant in 
common, or owner of an undivided interest, his co-ten- 
ant may, at his election, claim the property in the hands 
of a purchaser, or hold him liable for a conversion of it. 
Wherefore, as the parties tendering the logs in question 
had not title to the logs which they proposed to deliver 
to the lumber company, and it would have been liable 
to the other owners of the land for three-fourths of 
the value of the logs, although it had paid the parties 
tendering them, the court holds, 56 Southwestern 
Reporter 969, that the lumber company had a right to 
refuse to receive them, and that the court below prop- 
erly instructed the jury peremptorily to find for the 
lumber company. 





Obituary. 


Col. A. B. Plough. 


In the death of A. B. Plough, for many years and until 
its absorption a few months ago by the Northern Pacific 
railway, vice president and general manager of the St. 
Paul & Duluth railroad, which occurred at midnight 
Saturday, October 27, at his home in St. Paul, there 
passed away without doubt one of the most popular rail- 
road officials of the northwest. 

Col. Plough was beloved by all who knew him, by 
leading railroad officials of the great lines of the country 
and by his employes, to whom he was kind and consider- 
ate, even to the lowest section hand on the road. Few 
railroad officials in the country had the love and respect 
of their employees to a man as did Col. Plough. As a 
railroad official he stood high, and during his manage- 
ment the St. Paul & Duluth prospered and occupied a 
high place among the well managed railroads. His rela- 
tions with lumbermen were close and of the most friendly 
character, 

Col. Plough was a marked example of the self made man. 
He rose from the ranks by his own inherent ability and by 
dint of hard and faithful work. He was born at Jackson- 
ville, N. Y., and entered the railway service in 1871 on the 
Iowa Central railway as baggageman, which position he 
held for one year. From 1872 to 18738 he was successively 
agent at Albia and Eddyville, Ia., from which positions he 
rose by successive steps to those of traveling freight agent, 
assistant general freight agent and general freight agent. In 
1888 he became general freight and passenger agent of the 
St. Paul & Duluth railroad, and on January 15, 1890, he 
assumed the duties of general manager, and the following 
year was elected vice president. 

The funeral services were held Monday afternoon from the 
family residence, 745 Fairmount avenue, St. Paul. They 
were conducted by Paladium Commandery, Knights Templar, 
of which Col. Plough was a member. ‘The pall bearers were 
leading lumbermen, railroad officials and business men who 
were intimate friends of the deceased, as follows: George 
If. Atwood, K. 8. Brown, R. I’. Hersey, H. J. Stillwell, C. bk, 
Stone, I’. I. Whitney, H. W. Tapping and J. J. Roche. His 
wife and family accompanied the remains to Troy, N. Y., on 
a private car for interment. 





— 


John McKusick. 


John McKusick, who built the first saw ‘mill in Still- 
water, Minn., and who was the pioneer logger and lun- 
bermaw in the St. Croix valley, died at his home at Still- 
water last Friday afternoon. Mr. MeKusick resided in 
the St. Croix valley for over half a century and had 
large property interests at the time of his death. His 
demise was due to liver complaint and other compli- 
cations. 

Mr. MeckKusick was born at Cornish, Me., December 
18, 1815. He came west in 1839, locating in St. Louis 
for a short time. In 1840 he moved to St. Croix Falls. 
Hle became interested in the logging business at that 
point, but when the waterpower at Stillwater was dis- 
covered he ‘invested in’a quarter section of land cover- 
ing the raparian rights adjacent to the power. He, in 
company with Elias McKean and others, built the first 
saw mill. He also built the first dwelling house worthy 
of the name in Stillwater, in 1845. When the city was 
organized in April of that year he was chosen its first 
mayor. Later Mr. McKusick served as postmaster at Still- 
water. From 1863 to 1866 he was state senator and also 
served as a member of the commission appointed to select 
a site for the state penitentiary in that town. He was 
active in securing land grants which brought railroads to 
Stillwater and most liberal in aiding the progress of the 
city. Two children survive by his second marriage, Newton 
and Chester McKusick. At the time of his death Mr. Me- 
Kusick was interested in the Stillwater board of trade, the 


Stillwater Gas Light Company and the Lumberman’s Na- 
tional bank at Stillwater. 








James E. Blacker. 

Boston, Mass., Oct. 30.—A general sorrow pervaded 
the entire market on the morning of October 27 when 
news was received of the death of James FE. Blacker, of . 
Blacker & Shepard, Albany street, Boston. With Mr. 
Blacker’s death there passes from the scene one of the 
most respected names of the lumber world of New 
England. ‘The business of this fine old house has been 
carried on under this name for nearly thirty years. For 
some time Mr. Blacker’s condition of health has been a 
source of anxiety to his friends and has enforced more 
or less prolonged absences from his desk. It was hoped 
that he had regained his health, however, and for a 
month or two past his face has been constantly seen at 
his office. It was with a doubly keen grief, therefore, 
that his associates heard of their loss. On Monday, 
October 29, a meeting of lumbermen was held at the 
office of Walstein R. Chester, presided over by J. 0. 
Wetherbee, at which resolutions of sympathy were drawn 
up to be extended to Mr. Blacker’s widow and family, 
and at this meeting a committee of three was appainted 
to represent the lumber interests at the services on Mon- 
day afternoon. 





Aaron Linton. 


Saqinaw, Micu., Oct. 30.—Aaron Linton died in 
Saginaw last Wednesday night, aged 70 years. He 
resided in Saginaw the greater portion of the time since 
1858. He was born in New Brunswick, February 17, 
1830, and came to Michigan in 1851. He was head saw- 
yer at St. Clair for several firms prior to his removal to 
Saginaw, and was actively engaged in saw mills here 
until 1871, when he built a saw mill at Farwell, Mich. 
This plant burned in 1873, when he returned to Saginaw 
and was engaged in the planing mill business until a 
few years ago. He was widely known and _ highly 
respected for his sterling worth as a citizen. 

eee 


C. P. Mallette died recently at Mount Pleasant, Ga., after 
a short illness, at the age of 60. He was a well-known lum- 


berman and a member of the firm of Mallette Bros., of Leigh- 
ton, Ga. 


He leaves two children. 
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THE EASTERN LUMBER FIELD. 





New Yorkers Doing Business Regardless of Election Results—A New Boat in the Coastwise Trade 
—Labor Troubles at Buffalo— Heavy Receipts at the Tonawandas—A 
Halting Trade in New England. 





THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 


New York, Oct. 29.—The past week has been quite a 
satisfactory one in the iumber trade here, and it is 
evident that wholesalers and retailers as well haye 
recovered from whatever temporary scare they suffered 
regarding election dullness. rane : 

“It’s just this,’ said a Broadway commission man, in 
reviewing the situation briefly, “the trade recognizes that 
Jumber is as cheap now as it will be this year, It knows 
that McKinley’s election means a stiffening of figures 
and most likely an advance all around. In any event 
there will be no weakness. Will McKinley be elected? 
The betting is five to one on it. .There’s the whole situa- 
tion in a nutshell. Realizing it, the wise ones are buy- 
ing, and they will buy right along now.” 

The increased activity proves that there must be some- 
thing in those remarks. ‘Taken as a whole it can’t be 
called a boom, but there are quite a number of houses 
which added more orders to their books last week 
than for several weeks before. 

Great preparations have been going on during the 
week for next Saturday’s sound money parade, and the 
part that the lumber trade will take in it is quite a 
prominent one. The following gentlemen have been 
appointed honorary aides to the marshal, Walter G. 
Schuyler: 

Charles L. Adams, John F. Steeves, W. H. Simonson, 
Charles A. Meigs, Charles KE. Pell, Abraham Steers, 
J.D. Crary, Wilson Godfrey, John H. Ireland, John C. 
Orr, Charles H. Wilson, H. KE. Stevens, I. P. Vanderbeek, 
Louis Bossart, Albro J. Newton, William P. Youngs, 
fk. F. Perry, Delos Bliss and Hamilton V. Meeks. Almost 
every prominent house in the trade will be in line.. 

A big load of lumber wedged in the lock at Bound 
Brook, N. J., has stopped traflic on the Delaware & Rari- 
tan canal. It is thought the sides of the lock will have 
to be cut away to release the vessel. As this will con- 
sume a long time the camal promises to be closed indefi- 
nitely. 

The city friends of Frederick W. Naylor, who for 
the past eight years has been connected with both the 
New York and Boston offices of the Shepard & Morse 
Lumber Company, as salesman, are awaiting his return 
to congratulate him on his marriage at Nashville, Tenn., 
last Friday to Miss Ida Ethel Lamar, of that city. The 
happy couple are now on their wedding tour, and will 
make the metropolis their home. 

Recent visitors to the city included George F. Willis, 
representing Clark Bros., Belmont, N. Y.; G. 8. Briggs, 
of G. S. Briggs & Co., Norfolk, Va.; John S. Wilbur, 
Lansingburg, N. Y.; John N. Scatcherd, of Scatcherd 
& Son, Buffalo, N. Y., and Robert C. Lippincott, of 
Philadelphia, who passed through the city on his way 
home after having spent a week in the Tonawandas on 
business. 

J. B. Murphree, for several years well and favorably 
known to the New York trade as the agent here for 
the Cummer Lumber Company, of Jacksonville, Fla., 
has severed his connection with that company, and 
starts out for himself at No. 18 Broadway, under the 
firm name of J. B. Murphree & Co. Mr. Murphree is 
at present in the south, where he has perfected arrange- 
ments to handle the product of about half a dozen 
prominent Georgia and Florida manufacturers. 

W. B. Du Bos, formerly with Robert R, Sizer & Co., 
70 Beaver street, has been secured as salesman for Simp- 
son, Clapp & Co., 14 State street. 

A. E. Wilson, president of the Wilson Cypress Com- 
pany, Palatka, Fla., was a recent visitor to the city. 


The Week’s Charters. 


Timber rates for steam tonnage from the gulf to the 
continent continue extremely dull, shippers being will- 
ing to pay about 125s to 127s 6d, but tonnage is not 
readily obtained at these figures. Freights for sail 
tonnage to the River Plate have ruled quiet. Tonnage 
from gulf ports to Buenos Ayres offers at $15, but this 
rate is not readily obtained, as shippers’ requirements 
are of less urgent character. In rates from the east 
and provinces there is no indication of weakness on 
the part of owners, $10 being required for medium sized 
tonnage from Boston and Portland and $11 from outside 
Provincial ports. Brazil freights continue rather slow, 
the only fixture reported being a schooner of 246 tons 
from New York to Rio Grande do Sul at $1.10. Coast- 
Wise rates have shown a stronger tendency of late though 
the market is not quotably higher. 

Following are some of the fixtures for the week: 


brig C. C. Sweeney, New York, via Fernandina to Cona- 
¥, West coast of Africa, general eargo and lumber, p. t. 


Steamer Crewe q 7 . iY > 
63s, etches" we, St. John to west coast of England, deals, 
Steamer Everingham, gulf to Holland, timber, 127s 64d. 


Steamer | 
deals, 66s 3d 
timc hooner Iembit, Jacksonville to the United Kingdom, 

eee oF continent, 127s 6d. 

‘Y Wentworth “ks 2 or Fe .. 
tinique, lumber, $8.50.” Jacksonville or Fernandia to Mar 


Schooner Florence . . : 
ber, $7.50 rence R. Hewson, Pensacola to Havana, lum- 


sjorgvin, Miramichi to west coast of England, 


lumben net Woodward Abrahams, Savannah to New York, 


0, and ties, 17% cents. 


ber, ggmner Helen Montague, Charleston to New York, lum- 
ben nooner George H. Ames, Jacksonville to Baltimore, lum- 
t, $5.75, 





The following are spot freight quotations to leading 
7 5 5 1 5 
European ports: 


Walnut logs Cooperage 

and lumber. Whitewood. Stock. 
eae eee 20s 22s 6d 10s 
NS 6.5 oii win we orca 22s 6d 25s 12s 6d 
Ilamburg ..........30c€100Ilbs  30¢ 100 lbs 0c 100 Ibs 
DEED cc cwacane 30s 35s 22s 6d 
i, eee 35¢ 100 Ibs 12 \%e foot 





TONNAGE FOR ATLANTIC LUMBER TRADE. 


New York, Oct. 25.—The steamship Wacammaw, the 
first of the new steamers of the Atlantic Coast Steamship 
Company, arrived in port yesterday. She was built at 
the Craig yard in Toledo, O., and is the first of six steam- 
rs which the Atlantic Coast Steamship Company will 
put into service, principally for the lumber trade on the 
Atlantic coast. The company has a capital of $1,000,000, 
which will be increased as required. It has docks at 
Georgetown, 8. C., 1,200 feet long, with storage capacity 
under cover of 15,000 tons, and parties interested in the 
company have just purchased the Georgetown & Western 
railroad, rails and rolling stock of which are to be re- 
equipped and franchises north and south extended. This 
line will carry North Carolina lumber from Georgetown 
to the northern seaboard cities as far as Boston. The 
principal office will be in New York. Among those inter- 
ested in the company are D. O. Mills, Ogden Mills and 
Flint & Co., of New York; J. L. Crosthwaite, of Buffalo; 
Lewis A. Hall, of Bay Mills, Mich., and E. B. Freeman, of 
Ceorgetown, 8. C. 

The Waccamaw is 258 feet long, with a beam of 40 feet 
and draft 18 feet 3 inches; is single decked, arranged in 
general for carrying lumber; solid plate bulwarks all fore 
and aft; top gallant forecastle for the accommodation of 
mates, petty officers and spare rooms ete., with captain’s 
room and wheelhouse on forecastle deck. She-has full 
poop aft for the accommodation of her ‘engineers and din- 
ing saloon. She has double bottom for water ballast all 
fore and aft. All her plates are of open hearth mill stee) 
and her main deck is plated over its entire length. She 
is fitted throughout with electric lights and the dining 
saloon and the quarters of the captain and crew are fitted 
with steam heating pipes. Her engines are triple expan- 
sion, direct acting, vertical, with three cylinders arranged 
fore and aft of 20, 33 and 54 inches diameter and a 
stroke of 40 inches; crank, thrust and propeller shafts are 
of wrought iron. Her two boilers are round “Scotch” 
type, each 12 feet 4 inches diameter by 11 feet 6 inches 
long, built for a working pressure of 170 pounds to the 
square inch and each fitted with two Morrison suspension 
corrugated furnaces of 48 inches mean diameter. The 
tubes are cold drawn seamless steel, 3} inches in diam- 
eter. : 

It is expected that the next vessel, which will be 
named the Georgetown and which is now building at the 
Union Dry Dock Company’s yards at Buffalo, will be 
ready next June, and the construction of the other four 
vessels will follow. 





FROM WESTERN NEW YORK. 


BuFFALo, N. Y., Oct. 31.—There is much complaint of 
high wages as an influence against building and other 
improvements. Some carpenters are getting $3.50 a day 
and when the Pan-American carpenters proposed to 
strike against 30 cents an hour it was not for a moderate 
raise but a full 10 cents an hour. The contractors have 
offered an advance of 5 cents and hope that will settle 
it; but it is not a certainty yet. 

Albert H. Brailsford, of T. Sullivan & Co., is to be 
married on the day after election and take an extensive 
trip east. This is positively one of the contracts that 
will not depend on whom is elected. 

M. E. Preisch, of Haines & Co., after a general trip 
through the east is off again westward, going first to 
Georgian bay lumber mills. 

Noyes & Sawyer report some very good sized and 
satisfactory sales of all sorts of pine lumber. Other 
dealers say that the firm has some excellent stock this 
fall, which made it easy to find customers. 

The R. F. Wilcox Company has lately made very 
heavy contracts for furnishing car dimension stuff, most 
of it to be delivered in Buffalo. Though the stuff was 
in the tree when the contract was made it was started 
on the road inside of ten days. The firm has about 
1,000,000 feet of hardwood lumber in its yard at the 
Hamburg turnpike bridge. 

C. H. Stanton was one of the rough riders that got 
the worst of a mix-up with a trolley car lately that did 
not know enough to stop for a parade, but that did not 
prevent his making a trip to the Au Sable mills of the 
H. M. Loud’s Sons’ Lumber Company, looking after late 
shipments. 

The yard of C. M. Betts & Co. will be complete again 
as soon as the dock is finished, or when certain plank- 
ing is laid. Charles E. Sparks, head of the New York 
office of the firm, comes up this week to take in the situ- 
ation. 

The final settlement of the embarrassments of the 
Tonawanda street planing mill is progressing and appar- 
ently will not require any litigation. It is reported that 


about 20 cents will likely be paid. Manager Hertel is 
said to be against all idea of starting up again. 

E. D. Cole has gone to Green Bay to look after a cut 
of lumber that he usually buys. 

Fred M. Sullivan is one of the captains in the Rough 
Riders and has permitted no lumberman to stay out of 
the club who has any leanings towards politics on horse- 
back. 

W. E. Marsh, of the New York firm of Marsh & Me- 
Clennen, which has carried a considerable lot of lumber 
on the Holland yard at Black Rock for some years, is 
here looking after business. 

Lumber receipts by lake for the month show no 
improvement, so the prospect is stronger than ever of 
light winter stocks. The amount received for the week 
is 5,005,000 feet of lumber and 4,929,000 shingles. 

There are unconfirmed reports of $3 paid on lumber 
from Duluth to Cleveland, but it is impossible to get it 
here, the rates remaining at $2.50 from Duluth; $1.874 
from Menominee and $1.624 from Georgian bay. 





AT THE TWIN TONAWANDAS, 


NortH Tonawanpa, N. Y., Oct. 30.—Lumber receipts 
for the past week have been 12,000,000 feet, and they 
promise to continue heavy for the rest of the season. 

An appropriation of $190,000 has been recommended 
for the improvement of Tonawanda harbor and Niagara 
river for the eusuing year, and it is hoped a large share 
of this amount will be expended in much needed improve- 
ments in the harbor. 

There is a strong effort reported by Chicago boat own- 
ers to force freight rates to Lake Erie ports up to $3 for 
the remainder of the season. So far, however, this does 
not seem to have been successful, as Tonawanda dealers 
are still paying the old rate of $2.50. 

Not in a long time has there been such a pressing need 
for men all over the ‘Yonawandas as at present. Ir 
many yards the lumber cannot be handled fast enough to 
keep the docks clear for the incoming lumber. This is 
the case with White, Rider & Frost, who have just re- 
ceived a large consignment and expect big arrivals. The 
H. M. ‘Tyler Lumber Company is also greatly in need of 
men, as are wearly all of the big lumber firms. 

Nearly all of the lumbermen gave their employees from 
3 to 4 o’clock Wednesday afternoon to listen to Gov- 
ernor Roosevelt, who spoke here. 

LeGrand DeGraff, of A. Weston & Son; Frank L 
Allinger and several other of the Tonawanda lumbermen, 
are arranging for a hunting expedition in the woods 
of Michigan. They will be gone about two weeks. 

kK. W. Monroe, hardwood merchant of this city, is very 
ill at his home on Paynes avenue. 





TRADE AT THE HUB. 


Boston, Mass., Oct. 30.—The great day approaches, 
the day in which we expect to give a big boost to the 
lumber business from top to bottom by voting the only 
proper ticket. This may be one ticket or the other, 
according to the notions of the man who votes, and in 
every case the voter is just as sure that his vote is going 
to inspire people to spend their money for lumber and 
all that goes with it. At any rate, look at it as you 
will, in New England there is ample room for a strong, 
healthy business which should begin to make itself felt 
even this fall. The great bulk of the business, however, 
will very likely be held over until spring, and at that 
time, unless all signs fail, we shall see a repetition of 
the conditions of a year ago when the wholesaler at least 
was serene and happy and the retailer was contented or 
discontented as his stock was large or small. At the 
present time the building movement is still hanging fire, 
although there seems to be enough doing fairly well to 
take up what stock is offered. The spruce men continue 
to wear a contented smile and predict that things are 
coming still further their way as time advances. The 
mills in northern New England and down east are show- 
ing even more activity and preparations are still going 
on for large operations in the woods and the merry 
pulp man is still reaching out and taking more and more 
available spruce timber out of the lumber market and 
into the hungry maw of the pulp man. 

A few of the lumber fraternity who are sportively 
inclined are making bets on the general result of the 
election, on electoral majorities and popular pluralities. 
Just in this section, however, there are not a great 
many Bryan men, and what few there are seem not at 
all inclined to risk their good money. 

On Tuesday morning, October 30, occurred the meet- 
ing of the Massachusetts Wholesale Lumber Association 
at the Parker house. The usual informal reception was 
held in the half hour from 5:30 to 6 o’clock, at which time 
the good fellows of the association sat down to a good 
dinner and, with fine attention to the business in hand, 
did good execution. The business that came before the 
meeting consisted of the election of a delegate for three 
years to the Boston Associated Board of Trade and a 
delegate for three years to the Massachusetts State Board 
of Trade. The report of the committee on the adoption 
of the national inspection for hardwoods in the Boston 
market was presented. This committee, after due consid- 
eration of all sides of the question, was inclined to oppose 
the adoption of the rules at this time, but the discussion 
of the whole matter will take place at the next meeting 
of the association, allowing plenty of time to elapse for 
each of the interested hardwood men to digest the mat- 
ter thoroughly, and to be able to discuss it intelligently. 
After the business was disposed of a most interesting 
lecture was delivered by Captain Joshua Slocum, who 
accomplished a journey of some 46,000 miles alone in a 
smal] sloop, the Spray. The talk was a most interesting 
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account of Captain Slocum’s experience in this trip alone 


around the world. 

Calvin Whitney, of Norwalk, Ohio, who besides oper 
ating hardwood mills at Whitney, Miss., is also largely 
interested in the manufacture of pianos, has spent a few 
days in town among the lumber trade and among his 
fellow piano manufacturers of the east. 

D. A. Sullivan, of the Union Lumber Company, James- 
town, N. Y., spent a portion of last week in Boston with 
offerings of ash and a general line of hardwoods. 





FROM THE QUAKER CITY. 


PuiLapeLpuia, Pa., Oct. 30.—The general conditions 
have improved materially within the week and there is 
a volume of business transacted that was unlooked for 
this side of election day. ‘The indications are excellent 
for good business from now to the close of the year at 
least, for the re-election of President McKinley will 
insure the performance of a great deal of work that was 
held in abeyance through doubt as to how far Bryanism 
might prevail. The market is strong all along the Jine 
and both hemlock and white pine are exhibiting upward 
tendencies. Enhanced values in some of the hardwoods 
may be looked for, it is said. 

Kk. B. Nettleton, of the John E. DuBois interests, re- 
ports a big business for the month in hemlock, white pine 
and hardwoods, all of which, he says, are moving freely 
at good prices. Mr, Nettleton takes a conservative view 
of the hemlock situation and deprecates any attempt to 
“boom” prices as likely to react injuriously. He thinks, 
however, that under all the circumstances the conditions 
of the moment perhaps warrant the advance of 50 cents 
on the base price. 

The Sylvania Lumber Company reports an improve- 
ment in the hardwood situation and expects a still 
stronger demand after the turmoil of the election shall 
have subsided. 

Dr. Washington Righter, of William Righter & Sons 
Company, has lately returned from a trip through the 
state and as a result of his observations he believes that 
a higher hemlock value than the present would not 
surprise the trade. He points out that there are no 
stocks anywhere and that with the demand that is in 
prospect and the impossibility of stocks being renewed 
before spring, hemlock values must by force of circum- 
stances take an upward tendency. 

Thomas Elliott Coale, who manages William Whitmer 
& Sons’ white pine business, has just returned from a 
trip through the west. He says that the improvement in 
general conditions during the last three weeks is the 
quickest and most remarkable he ever witnessed, and he 
believes that white pine will become even stronger than it 
is and see higher values. 

Joseph Dunwoody, of Albert Thompson’s interests, is 
quite satisfied with the spruce outlook and the volume of 
business coming his way. He says he never heard lum- 
bermen speak so hopefully of things as they have lately. 

On October 26 Franklin A. Smith was appointed re- 
ceiver of Thomas P. C. Stokes and John Airey, trading 
as Stokes Bros., who were adjudicated involuntary bank- 
rupts on October 24. The firm attempted to make a set- 
tlement on the basis of 20 cents, but was opposed by 
some of its creditors, who thought that the estate should 
yield a better result. 

Elias Deemer, of Williamsport, of the firm of Strong, 
Deemer & Co., is the republican nominee for congress 
in the Williamsport district. There is not much known 
about the average man until he dies, or is a candidate 
for political office, save in a general way. In the lumber 
trade Mr. Deemer’s high character is well known, but it 
has come about in this campaign that a great many 
evidences of Mr. Deemer’s generosity to his employees 
in times past have just seen the light of day. Mr. 
Deemer is a man of large public spirit, is an employer 
of upwards of 1,500 men and has done much for the city 
of Williamsport. His election is deemed a certainty, 
and he has in advance the congratulations of the entire 
Jumber trade. 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NOTES. 


PirtspuRG, Pa., Oct 30.—A steadiness in trade is the 
general report. Every firm is doing an even volume of 
business without much hustling to get it. The mammoth 
industrial parade of Saturday, November 3, is interesting 
the trade and there is a likelihood of a number of the 
wholesalers turning out in line. A suggestion of poli- 
tics is heard everywhere and there will be a general feel- 
ing of relief when election returns concede the day to 
“Mac.” 

The L, L. Satler Lumber Company has disposed of all 
its stock of oak and linwood on the Buffalo, Rochester & 
Pittsburg railway to the C. E. Andrews Lumber Com- 
pany, New Bethlehem, Pa. The Satler mills are running 
double time, working at night on lath. 

“Pap,” alias “Handsome Larry,” otherwise yclept 
Lawrence O’Connor, representing the Brewer Lumber 
Company, of Cleveland, was in the city this week and 
said that the lumber business all around is noticeably 
improving and that the lumbermen are all republicans 
this year. 

The extensive plant of the Alexander McClure Com- 
pany, on Beaver avenue, Allegheny, is the only one of its 
size and kind within a radius of many miles of the two 
cities. It occupies six acres of completely stocked yards, 
including a saw mill and box factory, besides a big 
acreage of logs on the Ohio ready to be hauled up to the 
saw mill. In all its varied departments are evidences of 
a mighty volume of business. During these quiet times 
the saw mill is cutting 80,000 feet daily and an average 
of 3,000 boxes is turned out every day from the factory. 





The resumption of the tin plate mills has made the box 
business an active one. The construction timbers for the 
new Union, station are being furnished by the McClure 
company, which has excellent facilities from its location 
for immediate shipment. 

S. KE. Putnam, of Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Stevens, of Lac 
du Flambeau, Wis.; H. J. Wilmarth, Meyersdale, Pa.; 
IX. HK. Rothrock, the American Lumber & Manufacturing 
Company’s representative at Akron, Ohio; Mr. Dickson, 
of McDowell & Dickson, Canonsburg, Pa.; J. T. Parsons, 
Cleveland, Ohio; N. EK. Graham, East Brady, Pa.; John 
Ifusband, Mount Pleasant, Pa., and G. W. Stacy, of the 
Mitchell-Rowland Lumber Company, Cleveland, Ohio, 
were in the city this week. 

J. A. Cheyne, secretary of the Pennsylvania Door & 
Sash Company, leaves this evening for his regular visit 
to the company offices in New York city. Mr. Cheyne 
stated that door and sash conditions remain practically 
unchanged; that after next weck the results will be all 
right. 

About 70 percent of the pine flooring for the Pan- 
American Exposition buildings at Buffalo has been fur- 
nished by the American Lumber & Manufacturing Com- 
pany of this city, whose latest order was received last 
week and called for 160,000 feet of yellow pine. 

KX. V. Babcock, F. R. Babcock and a few friends are 
enjoying the hunting in the vicinity of Ashtola. 

B. W. Stadden, secretary of the Lumbermen’s Credit 
Association, Chicago, spent a couple of days among the 
trade this week. 

Habanas and Panatellas are being treely circulated in 
the pine department of the American Lumber & Manu- 
facturing Company all on account of the advent of George 
Walter Gates, jr., who arrived in the world on Friday 
last. 

About 12,000 acres of land around Pittinger, Garrett 
county, Md., have been purchased by Jennings Bros., of 
Lopez, Pa., where a lumber plant employing 200 men 
will be erected. This firm has also about 90,000 acres 
of timber land near Horton, W. Va., which will soon be 
developed. Jennings Bros. have completed the grading for 
a standard gage railroad from Niverton, Pa., along the 
Casselman river in Garrett county to a point near Bit- 
tinger. 





THE PENOBSCOT DISTRICT. 

Banoor, Me., Oct. 29.—Peculiar conditions have 
attended the lumber business on the Penobscot river 
this fall as a result of which very little lumber has 
been shipped, but the situation now is more satisfactory 
than had been looked for and business will be fairly 
good from this time to the close of navigation. 

One of the most remarkable drouths in the history of 
the state prevailed all over Maine lumbering regions 
with the exception of Aroostook county from June to 
the middle of October, when the first heavy rains fell. 
This drouth caused curtailment of sawing operations 
in many mills and the complete shutting down of others, 
greatly reducing the output of lumber, but as the lum- 
ber market was all summer at the lowest pitch for years 
there was little if anything to be gained by sawing. 
This condition continued up to week before last, when 
the market for spruce braced up somewhat and orders 
began to come in better than at any time since last fall. 
With prices better and demand increased and prac- 
tically all water mills either shut down or running at 
reduced capacity, the owners of the steam mills had 
a monopoly of the business on this river—such as it 
was. Then the rains came and now, with all the mills 
sawing, the output is up to the average at this season 
of the year. 

The storms of this fall seriously curtailed the supply 
of tonnage available for lumber trade, but the port of 
Bangor is now filled with vessels and shipments will 
be brisk until late November. ‘The season has turned 
out somewhat better than was expected and a decided 
improvement is looked for in 1901. 

The cut of logs on Penobscot river will be larger than 
last season, for the reason that the pulp mills alone 
will take about 100,000,000 feet, or 20,000,000 to 30,000,- 
000 feet more than last season. 

Small operations are likely to be discouraged in some 
sections this year by a rise in the price of stumpage. 
It seems likely that whatever the timber land owners 
gain by advancing stumpage rates will be taken out of 
them by the state assessors, who are expected to advance 
sharply the rate of taxation on wild lands. 

The Shaw tanneries in Maine and elsewhere have 
finally passed imto the hands of the United States 
Leather Company, which now controls the hemlock 
business in Maine. ‘The principal tanneries are, it is 
said, to be operated, and there is a considerable activity 
in the hemlock lumber woods. 

Railroad tie shipments of Aroostook county now 
amount to about 500,000 ties annually. The ties are all 
of cedar, of which timber Aroostook possesses vast 
quantities. 

Probably two-thirds of the woods crews are now in 
camp and yarding has had a good start in some places. 
The pulp log, spool wood, railroad tie and other short 
lumber operators are all busy, and looking for rather 
more than an average cut. 

William Conners’ crews are now bringing down from 
the Penobscot boom the last steam mill drive of the year, 
consisting of 9,000,000 feet of logs. This makes a total 
for the year to be rafted at Bangor boom for the steam 
saw mills of 56,000,000 feet, or 7,000,000 feet less than in 
1899. The decrease is due to the fact that some of the 
steam mills have run but part of the time this season, 
while one mill has not been operated at all. In some 
years as much as 73,000,000 feet of logs have been rafted 
at the Bangor boom. William Conners, the Bangor boom 


——.. 


contractor, has been in charge of the boom for thirty-five 
years and has rafted about 1,730,000,000 feet of logs, or 
enough separate pieces if placed end to end to reach 
twice around the world, holding the record. 

October 28 the saw mill at Milltown, Me., known as 
the Duren mill and operated by H. F. Eaton & Son, was 
destroyed by fire, together with a large quantity of 
lumber. The loss is $8,000, with insurance of about 
$4,000. The mill will be rebuilt. 

The log cut on the St. Croix river this winter will be 
about 25,000,000 feet, of which the Eatons will get about 
8,000,000, the Murchies 6,000,000 and the Todds 6,000,- 
000. About 8,000,000 feet of lumber and several millions 
of logs will be carried over to next spring. Wages in the 
St. Croix mills have been 10 percent higher this year 
than in 1899. On the Machias the sawing season hag 
been satisfactory and all manufactured lumber will be 
shipped before winter. The log cut this winter will be 
about 12,000,000 feet, and 5,000,000 feet will be carried 
over from this year’s stock, giving a total stock of 
17,000,000 for 1901. The general feeling down east igs 
that business will be good next year. 





’ Hymeneal. 





Cook-Haynes, 

The marriage of Miss Bertha Alice Haynes, step 
daughter of D, F. Brooks, a prominent merchant of 
Whitesville, Ky., and Charles E, Cook was solemnized 
at the residence of the bride at 6:30 p. m., October 17. 
Miss Bessie Belle Neel and Earl E. Miller officiated as 
attendants. The wedding march was played by Mrs. 
Anna Ganann. The ceremony was performed by Rev. '. 
J. Ratcliffe. Owing to a recent death in the bride’s fam- 
ily no cards were issued. Only a few friends were pres- 
ent. The bride was attired in a pearl gray traveling suit 
and carried roses. Immediately after the ceremony the 
newly married couple took the train for Beaver Dam, 
Ky., at which place they spent a few days with a brother 
of the groom, Upon their arrival at Ruddock they were 
met at the depot by a number of friends and the Ruddock 
cornet band, which furnished exquisite music, after which 
an informal reception was held at the residence of Dr. 
and Mrs. H. E. McKay. 

The bride has a very charming personality, is accom- 
plished in music and has been exceedingly popular among 
her numerous friends at Whitesville. The groom, who 
holds a responsible position with the Ruddock Cypress 
Company and is well known in lumber circles, is endowed 
with many sterling qualities that have endeared him to 
the hearts of his associates, as was evidenced by the fact 
that they presented him with a very handsome antique 
oak sideboard, dining room table and chairs to match. 
The newly married couple will commence housekeeping 
at an early date in a new and cozy home that has just 
been erected for them. 

Naylor-Lamar. 

Frederick Wadsworth Naylor, manager of Shepard 
& Morse, New York, was married in Nashville, Tenn, 
October 21, to Miss Ida Ethei Lamar, at the home of 
the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Lamar. 
The ceremony was performed by a cousin of the bride, 
the Rev. A. W. Lamar. The bridal party was composed 
of the bride and groom, the best man, Henry G. Lamar, 
jr., and the two bridesmaids, Miss Corinne Lewis Lamar 
and Miss Laura Colon. The bride is of an eminent 
southern family and a most beautiful and accomplished 
young lady. The groom is well known in the lumber 
world. He is a Bostonian by birth, but now resides in 
New York. The happy couple left on an eastern trip 
and in Boston will be entertained by the groom’s par- 
ents at an afternoon and evening reception set for the 
early days of November. After November 15 Mr. and 
Mrs. Lamar will be at home at 248 West Forty-fifth 
street, New York city. 


Ross-Goodrich. 

Charles H. Ross, of the H. W. Ross Lumber Company, 
Minneapolis, Minn., was united in marriage on last 
Wednesday evening to Miss Ellen May Goodrich, of 
State Center, Iowa, at the home of the bride and in the 
presence of a large number of friends and relatives. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ross will spend several weeks in the east on @ 
bridal tour and will return to Minneapolis the lafter part 
of next month. Mr. Ross is well and favorably known 
in Minneapolis by reason of his connection with the com- 
pany of which he has acted as manager for its retail 
yards. 

Hepburn-Beck. 


October 25, in the Shadyside Presbyterian church of 
Pittsburg, Pa., were married Major James Huston Hep- 
burn, surgeon in the United States army, and Mrs. May 
Beck, of Pittsburg. Major Hepburn is stationed at 
Fort Bayard, New Mexico. The bride is the widow of 
Dr. Charles Beck, the Yale football player, and sister 
of J. W. Hess, a member of the wholesale lumber trade 
of Pittsburg, with office in the Empire building. 


Bryan-Scott. 

On Thursday evening, November 8, will occur the eer 
riage at Dyersburg, Tenn., of Miss Georgia, daughter “ 
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Scott, of that city, to Raphae 
Semmes Bryan. The ceremony will be performed at - 
residence of the bride’s parents at half past 8 o'clock. 


Mr. Scott is well known as one of the chief owners . 
the A. M. Stevens Lumber Company, of Dyersburg, ba 
of the prominent industrial concerns of that section. 
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IN THE SOUTH COUNTRY. 


RARAARRAAAL 


Status of the New Orleans Car Service Question—Trade in Texas Mill Centers— East and 
West [lissouri Districts and Alabama Conditions—Labor and 
Cars Scarce Throughout the South. 





THE CAR SERVICE CONTROVERSY. 


New Or.LEANS, LA., Oct. 29.—For the first time since 
the car service controversy was inaugurated it begins to 
Jook as if a compromise would be reached which would 
be as satisfactory to the railroads as to the exporters. 
At a meeting this afternoon the joint committee of the 
New Orleans Exporters’ Association, the Maritime Asso- 
ciation, the Board of Trade and the executive committee 
of the Louisiana Car Service Association, the whole 
question was discussed fully. 

The meeting was called to order in the rooms of the 
Maritime Association. There were present Chairman M. 
J, Sanders and a full representation of the joint com- 
mittee and Chairman O. M. Dunn and a ful) representa- 
tion of the executive committee of the car service asso- 
ciation. 

The discussion of the points at issue was ‘exhaustive 
but good natured. Complaint after complaint was voiced 
and the various railroad superintendents expressed 
themselves freely regarding the abuses which the roads 
had suffered at the hands of speculators. 

When the joint meeting was over the committee which 
stood for the exporters retired and the superintendents 
met in the rooms of the car service association, and it 
was determined to take the proposition of the exporters 
under advisement, a final answer to be given on Satur- 
day afternoon. A meeting will be held Saturday at 3 
o'clock. 

Today’s meeting was strictly executive. It was 
learned, however, that the railroad men were patient 
and anxious to hear every argument in favor of the 
added free time which the exporters had to advance, The 
sign was most encouraging. 

Ever since the visit of J. T. Harahan, first vice presi- 
dent and general manager of the Illinois Central rail- 
road, there has been a better feeling. Mr. Harahan is 
one of the best friends the port of New Orleans has. 
He and his road are always working for the interest of 
the port, and when the facts were presented to him it 
was taken for granted that he would take steps to insure 
the holding of all business which belongs here. The New 
Orleans & North Eastern is equally friendly. 

It is very true, as has been stated, that the Illinois Cen- 
tral has no more votes in the car service association than 
the other roads have. It is also true, however, that the Ili- 
nois Central does from 75 to 90 percent of the export 
business liable to demurrage charges and that there is 
no law to compel the road to abide by any decision the 
car service association may reach in the matter of free 
time. If the Illinois Central shall conclude that fifteen 
days is too small a@ period in which to handle cars for 
export it has the right to tell the car service association 
that it will extend such rights to exporters as it may 
see fit. 

The three roads which insisted on the 15-day limit 
have comparatively small interest in the export business. 
The Texas & Pacific hauls a lot of cotton and grain into 
New Orleans, but this character of business is one which 
is not affected one way or another by demurrage rules. 
The Southern Pacific is about in the same boat. The 
Louisville & Nashville has another port—Pensacola— 
and it is said the road favors Pensacola when it comes 
to routing stuff for export. If an agreement favorable 
‘to the shipping interests be reached, it may appear that 
the Illinois Central and the New Orleans & North 
Kastern will have been the most instrumental in bring- 
ing about. the desired result. 





IN THE CRESCENT CITY. 


_New Orteans, La., Oct. 29.— Wellman Bradford, 
United States deputy surveyor at Crowley and parish 
surveyor of Arcadia, has beén working hard in bringing 
to light extensive land frauds perpetrated in the longleaf 
pine belt in southwest Louisiana and is far enough 
advanced in the work to tell something of the results of 
his investigation. Mr. Bradford came to New Orleans 
last Friday to confer with the registrar of the state land 
office and made the following statement: 

ls The irregularities I have come across are all the work of 
ane sharks ; agents who pretend to sell timber land, collect 
reir fees and then skip out without entering the lands at 
; aton Rouge. These fraudulent transactions have been fre- 
vent, especially in Calcasieu, Vernon and Sabine parishes. 
Rae how working on cases in Calcasieu and Sabine. The 
yretinas of these transactions think they have purchased 
ho when they have not. They are under the impression 
peer they own so many thousands of acres of timber lands, 
ne When they come to proving up, the records in Baton 
thane show only two-thirds or one-half of what they 
peousht they had. The victims in the majority of cases have 
thei, horthern capitalists who were too busy to investigate 
H elr purchases personally and intrusted their affairs to 
Sents. They have been done out of thousands and thou- 


sands of dollars. 

Lumber manufacturers at interior points are experi- 
eneing a great deal of difficulty in getting labor. In the 
Sugar districts labor is practically dictating its own 
price. In the cotton sections hands are paid as high as 
$1.25 a hundred pounds, and a good picker has no diffi- 
culty, at this figure, in earning $4 or $5 a day. It is 
the same story in every branch of farming. Crops have 
been selling at high prices and the farmers are paying 
ay prices to the harvesters. Last week H. B. 

ewes, president of the Jeanerette Lumber & Shingle 


Company, of Jeanerette, La., wrote Governor Sayers, of 
Texas, telling him that he had noticed, through the daily 
papers, that there were a large number of idle negroes 
in the northern part of Texas. “Our company,” he 
wrote, “can give employment to from 75 to 100 negroes 
in our lumber yards, and at good wages.” The letter 
went on to state that the grinding season was at hand on 
the sugar plantations and that he was confident that 
employment could be given to at least 1,000 men in the 
vicinity of Jeanerette. 

General Freight Agent Steele, of the New Orleans & 
North Eastern, attended a conference of traffic men in 
the southeastern territory last week, at Atlanta, to con- 
sider lumber rates from the Mississippi valley to Ohio 
river points. The meeting developed a deal of difference 
in opinion and rates were allowed to stand as they were. 
Another meeting in the near future is a probability. 

James N. Day, of the Foster Lumber Mercantile 
Agency, of Chicago, was in New Orleans for a few days 
last week. He has been making a tour of the south and 
speaks most encouragingly of the conditions which he 
met. 

Advices from Madison, Miss., are to the effect that of 
the 215 Austrian stave makers who came to that place 
on September 28 and went to work in Pearl River swamp 
fully one-fourth are sick. A number of the Austrians 
are reported to be in a most deplorable condition. Two 
had already died, at last accounts, and one had been 
killed by a falling tree. The men who are well enough 
to move are getting out of the swamps and making for 
the railroad. 

At the meeting of the board of directors of the South- 
ern Cypress Company, held in this city last Thursday, 
reports were made by the various mills represented 
showing the most satisfactory condition of affairs. 

W. E. Ramsay, of the Bradley-Ramsay Lumber Com- 
pany, Lake Charles, La., was in the city last week on 
business. 

An important transaction was recorded at Shreveport 
today when John R. Jones sold to the Louisiana Long- 
leaf Pine Company his railroad and 27,000 acres of 
longleaf pine land for $110,000. The purchasing com- 
pany has already acquired the Jones Victoria mill at 
Fisher, on the Kansas City road. 

The office of J. D. Lacey & Co., the well known dealers 
in timber lands, is open again in the Hennen building. 
Wood Beale is here for the winter. Mr. Lacey was in 
the city for a day or so, but has returned to Chicago. 

At an early hour this morning fire destroyed the lum- 
ber yard of the Breaux-Renaudet Cypress Company, New 
Iberia, La. The property was valued at about $5,000. 
It was insured for $3,600. 





AMONG THE CALCASIEU MILLS. 


WestLaAKE, La., Oct. 29.—Conditions as to transpor- 
tation, as outlined in last report, have not shown much 
improvement in the past ten days. The supply of cars 
is limited to “strays” and foreign cars that come in 
loaded for local merchants. Fortunately, the wide dis- 
tribution of lumber enables local shippers to load almost 
any car back to its destination. Mill men are also much 
hampered for want of labor. Most of the planers are 
running short handed, and some days are compelled to 
suspend operations in order to fill out the saw mill 
crews; that department is just now the most important 
branch of the lumber business. 

Demand for dry stocks is improving somewhat, stimu- 
lated by lower range of prices asked and the usual 
increased consumption experienced at this season in 
the territory supplied from this section. The Texas 
trade is fair, for mixed cars mostly, though straight 
cars are not altogether urknown. House bills and spe- 
cial work are largely in evidence. Dealers in the rice 
districts in this state are stocking up heavily in antici- 
pation of a good trade after harvest. Local mill men are 
confident of disposing of their entire surplus stock dur- 
ing the next two months, and of opening the new year 
under favorable conditions. 

The call for railway shop material shows some 
improvement, especially for long car sills. Some sizable 
schedules were booked Jast week for structural material 
for Galveston, Tex., nearly all the mills coming in for a 
share. Stock sizes, such as 4x4, 4x6, 6x6 ete., are 
included in almost every order for dressed lumber. The 
mills here have all the orders for export stock, large or 
small, they care to accept, the preference being German 
primes, a class of stock best handled with mixed logs. 

Of shingles the demand exceeds the output. Large 
shipments are being made to Galveston and the interior 
of Texas. The supply of cypress timber is limited to a 
few thousand logs gotten out Jast spring. With these 
gone, there will be a scarcity of shingles at this point 
until another rise of the Caleasieu river. 

Capt. George Lock at the succession sale of the late 
Chester Brown purchased the residence property for 
$6,000. The building is a handsome structure, and fin- 
ished with every modern convenience and the location 
one of the most desirable in Lake Charles. 

Col. C. H. Moore was among the Caleasieu mills last 
week and left substantial orders for material for the 
rebuilding of the island city. 

E. H. Harrell, president of the B. L. Menefee Lumber 


Company, of Houston, Tex., spent several days at the 
company’s Lake City mill last week and then went up 
the Watkins route on a purchasing trip. 

F. B. Williams, the Louisiana cypress man, of Pat- 
terson, and party are visitimg this section in the inter- 
est of his candidacy for congress from the third dis- 
trict on the republican ticket. Mr. Williams has many 
stanch supporters among the mill men and rice farmers 
of this section, who will be glad to see him elected. 





IN SOUTHEASTERN TEXAS. 


BEAUMONT, TEx., Oct. 27.—There has been no improve- 
ment in the situation since the car famine began and 
there is not much prospect of cars getting much more 
plentiful for at least two weeks. This condition is the 
most important factor in the lumber situation of today. 
There is good demand for lumber from all the territory 
usually reached from this section, but this does the mill 
man little good when he cannot secure cars to ship the 
orders which he already has. Many mills in this district 
have been obliged to close down for a day or two or 
three days at a time for lack of cars, and shipments for 
October are estimated to have been curtailed at least 40 
percent on account of scarcity of equipment. There is 
hope held out by the railroad officials that relief is in 
sight, but this of course is largely speculative. The 
causes of the car shortage are found in the large cotton 
movement and the heavy traffic in cane in the cane fields 
of Louisiana. The cane fields are damaging the lumber- 
men more than anything else, for the cane operators can- 
not or will not use anything but flat cars, and there are 
now over 1,200 of these in use in southern Louisiana. 

October, aside from the car vexation, has been a very 
satisfactory month. Prices have not advanced materially 
but the demand from all territory has been strong and 
active, especially in Texas. There is a firm eall for stock 
and little disposition is manifested to question prices set 
by manufacturers. Stock is selling freely on a $12.50 
basis for 20-cent delivery. Full list is in most instances 
paid for timber by the dealers. Shipments for the month 
would have exceeded those of any other month in the year 
had cars been obtainable. 

Dealers in Texas seem to be ordering everything on 
the list, and demand has been good for the entire month 
from the entire state. Of course, those portions of the 
state less affected by the storms and floods have con- 
tributed most of the orders, although even the sections 
where floods and storms did great damage have been 
calling for a great deal of material. Galveston especially 
has been a heavy buyer of lumber, to be used in the 
repairing of wharves, sheds, elevators and compresses. 
Probably 3,000,000 to 3,500,000 feet has been bought for 
that point in the last month. 

Crops are turning out better than was expected and 
farmers have been marketing freely on the prices which 
have prevailed; they probably were never in better shape 
than they are today. There is every prospect that the 
present demand for material will stay for the remainder 
of the year and probably inside of three weeks some 
grades of stock will be advanced in price, especially those 
items which are in short supply. 

The demand from the northwestern territory is very 
good, although not as brisk as in the Texas trade. Many 
orders are, however, on the books of local mills for Kan- 
sas, Nebraska ete. 

The ‘export trade is in good shape, although hampered 
somewhat by lack of available tonnage. With Mexico 
the exporters are transacting an especially good business. 
Considerable railroad building is being done in that sec- 
tion, material for the most of which is being shipped 
through Sabine to Tampico, Vera Cruz and ports on the 
peninsula. 

The tie market is in better shape than it was two 
months ago. The railroads of Texas have been heavy 
buyers during the last six weeks and Beaumont and 
Orange mills have orders for railroad ties. probably 
aggregating 700,000 or 800,000. Every mill in the long- 
leaf district is busy getting out ties. In timber the mills 
since the flood have had more than they could do. Pre- 
vious to the flood they were supplied with all the orders 
they needed. Stringers, caps, ties, bridge ties, guard 
rails ete. are in big demand. The dealers also have been 
using a good deal of timber lately, mostly for county 
bridge work, although local construction work has taken 
a good deal of the stock. The prices on this class of 
material have kept up to the standard which prevailed 
during the year and full list is being obtained. 





IN THE KANSAS-MISSOURI DISTRICT, 


Kansas City, Mo., Oct. 30.—Retail demand in the 
country is certainly as good if not better than it has 
been at any other time this fall, with a heavier volume 
of business coming in from the country, all for lumber 
to replace stock moved out of the yards, or to fill con- 
tracts that have been let, as dealers still refrain from 
stocking up ahead of their demands. In fact, it would 
be a hard matter now for them to do so if they wanted 
to, as they can hardly get in their lumber fast enough to 
give them an assortment of stock, and in many yards the 
stocks are too low and badly broken for dealers to sup- 
ply their trade. In Missouri and Kansas this mouth 
reports of low stocks are not at all overdrawn. Many 
dealers have had a tale of woe to relate regarding the 
trouble they were having in getting shipments made and 
of the delay in getting the cars through after they had 
started. Of course they could have stocked up earlier 
in the year, but prices were so unstable that in nearly 
every case the dealers of this territory have delayed 
placing their orders too long this fall and now find them- 
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selves lacking lumber at a time when good stocks on hand 
would be greatly to their advantage. 

The car shortage is probably more pronounced at this 
time than it has been for years. Yellow pine and hard- 
wood manufacturers complain of the trouble they are hav- 
ing in securing cars, and there is little prospect that the 
situation will become materially better for another 
month. Mills in many instances are not getting as many 
cars in a week, some weeks, as they could load out in 
a day, and a number have had to close down at times this 
month on account of the shortage. The dealers can 
hardly expect any quicker shipments in November than 
they have had this month. 

An encouraging feature of the business is an im- 
provement in the price situation this month. Every- 
thing in the lumber line can be said to have a firmer tone 
than it had in September. Yellow pine is worth be- 
tween 25 and 50 cents a thousand more than it was a 
few weeks ago. The hardwood men show a disposition 
to get a little more for their stuff than they did. Cypress 
has been very firm all through the season and there is 
talk of an advance on some items. White pine shows a 
firmer tendency than has before been noticed. Red cedar 
shingles have very materially improved in price and 
have advanced at least 10 cents in the past thirty days. 
Sash and doors, which had been badly demoralized until 
the first of this month, are now fairly firm in this terri- 
tory on the list that went into effect on October 1. It 
may be said that prices next month will certainly be no 
weaker than they are at this time, and the chances are 
all in favor of a little stiffening up all along the line. 

Capt. J. B. White has been out of the city for the past 
week looking after his yellow pine interests in Louisiana 
and is expected home tomorrow. 

D. G. Saunders has been south for several days among 
the mills along the Kansas City Southern. 

D. T. Morton has just returned home from a week’s 
trip to his yellow pine plant at Mena, Ark. He reports 
cars scarce, 

H. Morgenstern, of Auburn, Neb., is in the city this 
week. He has just sold his yard at that point to A. M. 
Ingalls. Mr. Morgenstern will get into the business 
again as soon as he can find a suitable location. 

I’. W. Buffum, president and manager of the La Crosse 
Lumber Company, of Louisiana, Mo., is in the city to- 
day. Mr. Buffum states that his company’s fall trade 
this year is up to the average and he is well satisfied 
with prevailing conditions as regards the retail lumber 
business, 
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THE MIDDLE MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 

Sr. Louris, Mo., Oct. 31.—‘One week more” is the way 
the lumbermen in this section regard the present situa- 
tion. ‘The election will then be over and trade can again 
get into a normal condition, For several months the 
natural development of the demand has been retarded by 
the uncertainty many have felt as to what conditions 
would prevail after the election and the slow approach 
of that trade-killing event has been regarded with impa 
tience. It will all be over in a week and there is much 
relief that this is so. There is not much anxiety 
in this market as to the result. It is useless to 
deny that the future of the trade depends almost entirely 
upon the result being satisfactory to the manufacturing 
interests, as these interests have been about the only 
ones which have refrained from buying to amy marked 
degree and they must be satisfied or the present condi- 
tions will prevail during the rest of the year in an even 
worse form. 

As to trade conditions, there is little that is new to 
report. Sales of factory stock have been very light 
during the week, but there has continued to be improve- 
ment im the demand for country yard stock and all 
building lumbers. Every farmer in the country is well 
supplied with money and many improvements are being 
made to all farm buildings. In the cities there is also 
much more building being done than there was a month 
or so ago, and the tendency is toward further improve- 
ment. The only branch of the lumber consuming trade 
which does not show improvement is the factories 
and they are not buying as much lumber as they were a 
few weeks ago, the approach of the election having caused 
them to hold back as much as possible. 

The movement, of stock from the southern country is 
retarded to an even greater degree than at last report by 
the scarcity of cars and the report as to receipts and 
shipments from this market necessarily makes a poor 
showing. The receipts aggregated 22,204,000 feet during 
the week, while the shipments were 13,776,000 feet. 
Reports from the yellow pine country show that not 
more than one-third as many empty cars are being given 
to the lumbermen as they call for, and the continued 
high price of cotton is stimulating, to a greater degree 
than ever, the speedy movement of that product. Not- 
withstanding the fact that few people are soliciting busi- 
ness, more orders are being booked than at any time 
this year, amd there is a resultant tendency toward a 
betterment in the price situation. 

There have been few transactions in hardwoods, and, 
as -the wholesalers recognize the uselessnes: of trying 
to push things until after election, little effort is being 
made this week to secure business. However, the out- 
look for a brilliant trade during November and Decem- 
ber is regarded as flattering. 

William Buchanan, of Texarkana, Tex., and J. M. Ber- 
nardin, of Kansas City, Mo., are in the city visiting the 
St. Louis office of Mr. Buchanan. Mr, Buchanan says 
many flattering things of the new mill of the Minden 
Lumber Company, at Minden, La., which is being rapidly 
constructed. He says this will undoubtedly be one of 
the finest plants in the southern country. 





An event of some importance was the passing through 
St. Louis a few days ago of the fine new private car of 
the president of the Louisiana & Arkansas railroad. . The 
president is William Buchanan and it shows the develop- 
ment of the Louisiana & Arkansas railroad—a_ road 
which, a few years ago, was nothing more than a log- 
ging road. 

The Boeckeler Lumber Company reports the sale of 
500,000 feet of redwood tank stock to local parties last 
week. It is stated that this is the largest sale of this 
variety of stock ever consummated in this market. 

IX. A. Schafer, of the Bayou Lumber Company, of Cam- 
den, Ark., is in the city today. 

W. A. Bonsack, of the Bonsack Lumber Company, says 
that trade is extremely dull in hardwoods, but that he 
has made heavier sales during the past week than he 
expected. He regards the outlook bright and thinks the 
election is all that is holding back the demand. 

N. W. McLeod, of the St. Louis Refrigerator & Wooden 
Gutter Company, says that the present demand for yel- 
low pine shows such strength and the price situation is 
so improved that his company has decided to maintain 
the list of July 18 and word went out today to that 
effect. 

W. T. Ferguson has purchased the plant of the Tre- 
mont Lumber Company, at Tremont, La., and will add 
the output of that mill to the others of the W. T. Fer- 
guson Lumber Company. This mill has not yet been com- 
pleted, but it will have a capacity of about 100,000 feet 
a day. The W. 'T. Ferguson Lumber Company is making 
arrangements for a sales office in Dallas, Tex., to handle 
the Texas trade. 

Krank R. Pierce, of the Louis Werner Saw Mill Com- 
pany, states that unless there is some change in the car 
situation in the southern country his concern will fall 
1,000 cars in shipments below what it should ship this 
year. He says there is an abundance of trade offered. 

C. W. Gates, of the Fordyce Lumber Company, For- 
dyce, Ark., was a visitor among the local lumbermen 
this week. 

J. ©. MeLachlin reports for the Big Four Lumber 
Company that he is well supplied with orders but that 
the scarcity of cars is such that he can not make more 
than one-fourth the showing he should. He _ thinks 
November and December will show excellent business 
results. 

©. J. Mansfield, of the Long-Mansfield Lumber Com- 
pany, is another kicker at the scarcity of cars, and 
says he is not solicoting business on that account. He 
says his books are well filled with orders, 
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ON THE SOUTHEASTERN COAST. 

Brunswick, Ga., Oct. 30.—There has been a marked 
improvement in all lines of foreign and domestic limber 
exports during October, ‘Tonnage, both sail and steam, 
is increasing daily. Reports from eastern points confirm 
the increased business in all quarters. The total value 
of foreign exports will go beyond the $1,000,000 mark. 
Reports from Savannah, Darien and Fernandina are also 
encouraging. Shipments of pine lumber have been large, 
also of cypress, oak, gum and some oak. Prices are 
steady and freights are nominal, sail tonnage being based 
on Brunswick to New York at $5.25. Some recent char- 
ters were: 

Schooner Blanche H. King, 1022 tons, to Philadelphia, ties, 
private terms; schooner Celia I’., 8392 tons, to Norwich, yel- 
low pine and cypress, $6; schooner Hattie I. Simpson, 1178 
tons, to New York, ties, 17 cents; schooner Eben Haggett, 
766 tons, to Perth Amboy, ties, 17 cents. 


The Walker timber tract on the Tifton & Northeastern 
railroad has been purchased by Cheek & Martin, who will 
move their mill from Ornego there. 

The forestry exhibit at the Georgia state fair at Val- 
dosta will be excellent, as practically every timber com- 
pany in the state will assist in the matter. 

News from New York concerning the movements of 
the Brunswick & Birmingham -railroad reveal the fact 
that work will begin sooner than first intended. 

G. W. Elliott, of the Standard Saw Mill Company, 
Sigsby, has taken a position as superintendent of the 
Ticknor Smith Lumber Company, at Derien. 


MATTERS ABOUT PIOBILE. 

MosiLr, ALA., Oct. 30.—The market is quiet, as is 
usual at this season, and our fleet consists of only ten 
steamships, two ships, thirteen barks and four schooners. 

Exports for the week amounted to 1,175,876 feet of 
luinber; 14,274 feet of oak; 132,000 shingles; 5,263 
cross ties; 58,150 pickets and 13,826 staves. The com- 
parative figures show to date about 3,000,000 feet of 
lumber and 733,000 cubic feet of sawn timber less than 
last year, while we are about 60,000 cubic feet of hewn 
timber ahead. 

Sawn timber is reported weak at 13 cents, with big 
stocks in Europe and bigger at home. Efforts are being 
made by those who have made contracts on a high mar- 
ket and also by those who have a large stock of 15-cent 
timber in their booms to have the output curtailed in 
order to stiffen the market. At the urgent request of mill 
men both in and out of the Gulf Coast Lumbermen’s Asso- 
ciation it has been decided that the question of curtail- 
ment shall come up for discussion at the next meeting of 
the association, which will be held in this city November 
7. Notices to this effect have been sent out to every mill 
man on the guif coast and a large attendance is expected. 

Pensacola reports say that the local timber market has 
shown very little activity for several weeks past. Only 
one sale has been reported for the past week, and that 
was stock of small average, 20 to 224 feet, on a basis of 
11 cents. The demand is limited and the offerings corre- 
spondingly small. 

Freights are becoming weaker and a drop of about 10 





shillings a week is reported. Time charters are offered 
freely, but the demand is limited, and exporters are 
reluctant to tie themselves up for a year on a falling 
market, Freights to the River Plate are quiet. To 
Buenos Ayres $15 is offered, a rate not readily accepted, 
but the drop which is now perceptible has a soothing 
effect on business and shippers can at last see the day 
breaking. 

The cheaper grades of lumber are not easy to move, 
even at low prices, but the bright feature of the market 
at this time is the ready sale of prime and heart-face 
floorings at figures that yield a good margin to mill 
men, 

The Farnsworth Lumber Company, Scranton, Miss., 
has secured a contract from Wheatley Bros., of Washing- 
ton, D. C., for 2,000,000 feet of rift longleaf pine decking 
for United States battle ships now being repaired at 
Norfolk, Va. This material will be cut from selected 
unbled virgin timber land owned by the company. 

Last week a deed was filed in the probate court of 
Baldwin county, Alabama, transferring to the Alger- 
Sullivan Lumber Company the property of Martin H. 
Sullivan. This includes valuable timber lands in Bald- 
win, Escambia, Monroe and Conecuh counties, Alabama, 
and in Escambia county, Florida. The deed filled twenty- 
two pages of the record book and the price paid was 
$1,000,000. 

I’, C. Turner & Co., of Mobile, Ala., have purchased a 
full outfit of Hall & Brown machinery for their new sash 
factory. 

J. L. Dantzler, of the Dantzler Lumber Company, 
Moss Point, Miss., is with his family in the Tennessee 
mountains, 

W. T. Hand is reported to have sold his interest in the 
Carney Lumber Company, Carney, Ala. 

The Moss Point Lumber Company, Moss Point, Miss., 
will begin next week to rebuild its entire plant, putting 
in new machinery wherever needed. 





WILLIAI CAMERON & CO , INCORPORATED. 

Brief notice has been made in previous issues of the 
LLUMBERMAN of the formation of a partnership by the 
heirs of the late William Cameron, of Waco, Tex., under 
the title of William Cameron & Co., Incorporated, the 
charter having been granted by the state of Texas on 
October 10, 1900, to Mrs. Flora B. Cameron, William W. 
Cameron, Marguerite Cameron, R. H. Downman and W, 
S. Wilson. The capital stock was placed at $2,400,000. 

William W. Cameron and R. H. Downman will have 
active management of the new corporation, which con- 
trols yellow pine mills at Carmona, Saron, Angelina and 
Rockland, Tex.; a cypress mill at Whitecastle, La.; tie 
and piling business at Beaumont, Tex.; wholesale and 
retail Jumber departments at Waco, Tex.; the Slayen- 
Kirksey Woolen Mills at Waco; the Swinden Pecan 
Orchard Company and the banking interests of the Cam- 
erons. The new corporation did not include the ‘Texas 
Lumber Company or the Cameron Lumber Mills Com- 
pany at Carmona, Tex., these being separate corporations 
owned by individuals interested in the new corporation. 
The Cameron family also control, outside of the interests 
included in the new corporation, the Cameron Mill & 
Klevator Company at Fort Worth, Tex.; the Bingen 
Storage & Elevator Company at Waco; the “Cypress 
King” cypress mill at Bowie, La., and the “Princess” 
cypress mill at Jeanerette, La. The corporate properties 
are all being improved or enlarged. 

The output of the yellow pine and cypress plants of the 
corporation is estimated at 166,000,000 feet annually. 
The total of the tie and piling department added to this 
makes an annual total of 200,000,000 feet, with which 
should be considered annual purchases on the general 
market of between 50,000,000 and 60,000,006 feet. About 
5,000 people are employed by the Cameron interests and 
their weekly pay roll is approximately $50,000. 

The flouring mill, woolen mill, pecan grove and banking 
and other interests of the Camerons are among the most 
extensive in the lumber southland. Their retail lumber 
interests in Texas include yards at Waco, Fort Worth, 
San Antonio, Hillsboro, Brownwood, San Angelo, Chico, 
Wichita Falls and Quanah; in Indian Territory, Ryan, 
Comanche, Rush Springs and Marlow, and in Oklahoma 
Territory at Magnum and Mountain View. 

William Cameron & Co., Incorporated, and its allied 
interests form one of the great commercial factors of the 
south, 
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VOLUNTARY REDUCTION IN FARES. 

Iver since the construction of the Missouri, Kansas 
& Texas railway through the Indian Territory its local 
passenger rate between stations in the territory has been 
on the basis of 5 cents a mile. The customary rate of 
passenger fares on railroads, except in sparsely settled 
country, is 3 cents a mile. The population of the Indian 
Territory during the past few years has grown rapidly; 
there has been a large increase in passemger traffic on 
this account and the “Katy” officials, recognizing the 
wants of the people and the justice of so doing, have 
voluntarily arranged to reduce the local passenger rate 
to a basis of 3 cents a mile. This reduction is made 
effective on or about November 1. There will be great 
rejoicing among the residents along the line of the Mis- 


», 


souri, Kansas & Texas road. 


SOUTHERN NEWS NOTES. 

Dr. L. McCollum, of Johnson City, Tenn., and C. V. 
Burneit, of Ann Arbor, Mich., have purchased some tracts 
of timber land on the Ohio River & Charleston railway 
new extension, in North Carolina. A saw mill for the 
manufacture of small dimension furniture and chair 
stock ete, will probably be built at Johnson City. 
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The Ohio Field. 


AN APPRECIATION OF A TIAN. 
(Continued from Front Page). 
& Door Company. These structures are of the most sub- 
stantial character and were originally constructed for 
the car shops of the old Bee Line railroad. When this 
railroad was consolidated with the Big Four system the 
railroad shops were grouped at other points. After 
the destruction by fire in 1899 of the big wooden ware- 
houses of the Ohio Sash & Door Company on the 
“Flats” in Cleveland, Manager Wemple set about to 





of the yards do not seem to be filling up and some have 
more the look of April or May, before opening of naviga- 
tion, than the last of October, when ordinarily they 
would be filled for winter and early spring trade. 

During last week there were fewer buyers in the mar- 
ket than for several weeks, which is regarded as an indi- 
cation of more activity at home. 

The Cuyahoga Lumber Company has its new mill com- 
pleted. It is modernly and completely equipped 
throughout. 

The Marquard Sash & Door Company will start its 
new factory today. Most of the old machinery has 
been replaced by new. 





WAREHOUSE 
NO.I, 


VIEW OF THE PLANT 
find a suitable site that would guarantee comparative 
immunity from fire risk. In his search about Cleveland, 
the desirable central location of this railroad property 
was discovered. The buildings, in the main, were 
adapted to the uses of the company when the interiors 
were refitted. So it came about that he was enabled to 
secure promptly what in all respects is perhaps the most 
substantial, commodious, free-from-fire-risk and desir- 
able quarters for the storage and handling of sash, doors 
and blinds in the country. 


FROM THE FOREST CITY. 

CLEVELAND, OxI0, Oct. 29.—With present good demand, 
freights advancing sharply and labor scarce, there is 
an inexplicable evident indifference as to values. The 
paramount idea with dealers seems to be quantity rather 
than profit; there is more or less determination by some 
to get better prices, but others are asking themselves 
why they are not getting more for lumber, and the only 
answer seems to be that they are not asking more. All 
the railroads centering at Cleveland seem to be crowded 
fully as hard with the business offered as at any time 
during 1899, when the boom in the lumber trade was at 
its highest. 

Lumber came in freely all of last week and the weather 
for handling it could not have been better. Yet some 
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WAREHOUSE 


& DOOR COMPANY, OHIO. 


TRADE IN TOLEDO. 


ToLepo, Oun10, Oct. 30.—There has been a marked im- 
provement in business since October 1. The indications 
are that a long period of active business, with steady 
and satisfactory prices, seems to be in the immediate 
future. That any business is done at all the latter part 
of the present month is a surprise to lumber dealers 
generally. With November 6 only a week off, one would 
naturally conclude that this would be a dull spell with 
Toledo lumbermen; but it is not. Receipts have been large 
in the last ten days. The lumber yards are pretty well 
stocked for the season. No speculating is being done, 
however, and only those orders that have been received 
earlier in the season are being taken care of. 

D. D. Flanner, of the Rib River Lumber Company, says 
his company is selling quite a bit of lumber right along 
and prices are well maintained among the dealers so far 
as he knows. The company would be happy, of course, 
to have larger and more frequent orders, but on the 
whole it cannot complain. The prospects for a profit- 
able season were never better. Much may depend on the 
way the election goes. The prevailing sentiment among 
lumbermen, Mr. Flanner thinks, is that Bryan’s election 
will create a panic among us, but all are sure of good 
and pleasing results from McKinley’s re-election. 


CLEVELAND, 











BIRDSEYE VIEW OF THE PLANT OF W. B. MERSHON & CO., SAGINAW, MICH. 





OHIO RIVER TRADE NOTES. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, Oct. 30.—Unnewehr & Co., whose 
saw mill was destroyed recently by fire, sued the city 
of Newport, Ky., for damages, alleging their loss was due 
to inefficient water mains. The city council of Newport 
compromised with Unnewehr & Co. last night by offering 
them ten years’ exemption from taxes on a new plant 
on withdrawal of the suit. This action is regarded here 
as establishing a precedent. 

F. M. Possell, of Gage & Possell, returned yesterday 
from a protracted trip. 

Howard Dickerson’s resignation as deputy chief inspec- 
tor under the National Hardwood Lumber Association 
is effective November 10. No one has been prominently 
mentioned for the place, though it is understood the 
Cincinnati Lumbermen’s Club may have a candidate 
to offer. That association indorses Mr. Dickerson’s 
conduct of the office as having been one of the strongest 
aids in demonstrating the value of its inspection system. 

M. B. Farrin reports that this month’s trade will show 
a good increase over that of September with his concern, 
though he believes trade adversely affected by the presi- 
dential campaign. 

President W. A. Bennett, of the National Hardwood 
Lumber Association, reports business seasohably but 
unmistakably dull. 

Will Borcherding, with Bennett & Witte, is home for 
a brief stay. 

George L. Utter, assistant secretary of the Cincinnati 
Pine Lumber Association and of the Planing Mill Men’s 
Association, will return tomorrow from a two weeks’ 
vacation spent at Little Genesee, N. Y. 

C. B. Stevenson, assistant secretary of the Builders’ 
Exchange, reports a better feeling among contractors, 
architects and mill men on account of symptoms of a 
slight revival of building. 

J. Watt Graham and family are visiting at their old 
home in Richmond, Va. The Graham Lumber Company 
reports business as good as could be expected on the eve 
of a presidential election. 

Gage & Possell report the last four weeks as the best 
they have had in several months. L. H. Gage looks for 
improvement in trade conditions generally, with confi- 
dence fully restored after election and good trade for 
the balance of the fall season. 


OP BADD LD LD LD LID LLL 
EVOLUTION OF A WHITE PINE PLANT. 


The accompanying view of the plant of W. B. Mer- 
shon & Co., Saginaw, Mich., shows the mills and lumber 
yard of one of the oldest imstitutions in the Saginaw 
valley. The Mershons—grandfather, father and son— 
have been in the lumber business in Saginaw since lum- 
ber first was made in that far famed white pine center. 
Away back in the early ’50s the elder Mershon operated 
the first planing mill in Sagimaw, with a branch office 
in Chicago, and dressed lumber was shipped from 
Saginaw to Chicago by sailing vessels. Today, instead 
of the lumber of Saginaw, either rough or dressed, going 
out by boat or vessel, much more of it is brought in from 
outside points than is shipped away in the old style 
wholesale way. Today all the lumber manufactured at 
the home plants finds its market from the lumber yards 
and planing mills by car trade, and W. B. Mershon & 
Co. do their share of this handling and distributing. 
They have this year bought and had manufactured at 
Midland and Byng Inlet, Ontario, 23,000,000 feet of 
lumber, while their home purchases have amounted to 
only about 10,000,000 feet. 

W. B. Mershon & Co. were among the first—if they 
were not the first—to cater to the mixed car trade and 
the finer manipulation of white pine. Their theory has 
been to cut out of coarse lumber everything good there 
was in it, and what was left to work up into packing 
boxes. Thus they have developed a large trade in 
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various odd things in white pine. They operate a sash, 
door and blind factory and molding mill; have a dimen- 
sion shingle department; make box shooks, cloth boards, 
pickets, shingles, window frames, show case bottoms, 
all kinds of dressed white pine lumber of course; manu- 
facture 30,000 barrels of salt annually with the aid of 
their waste and refuse as fuel night times and exhaust 
steam day times; and last but by no means least they 
have an extensive machine shop for marrufacturing the 
celebrated E. C. Mershon band resaws. ‘They are manu- 
facturing about three machines a week and selling 
them as fast as they can get them out. Over forty-five 
Mershon band resaws are now in operation in the mills 
and factories of the Sagimaw valley. 

The company has a New York office at 18 Broadway, 
in charge Of W. D. Mershon; A. D. Moore, New Haven, 
Conn., is their New England agent, and A. W. Bacon 
and G. W. Brown, of Merchantsville, N. J., divide the 
honors in the sales department for New Jersey, Pemn- 
sylvania and nearby territory. 

"The company’s business averages about $1,000,000 a 
year, a figure which it has maintained for several years. 





Hoo-Hoo Doings. 


THE OSIRIAN CLOISTER ANNUAL, 


Details of the Work at Dallas—Elections and the Ap- 
pointment and Powers of Committees. 

P. B. Walker, jr., High Priest of Ptah, has formulated 
his report of the annual assembly of the Osiriam Cloister 
of Hoo-Hoo held at Dallas, Tex., during the Hoo-Hoo 
Annual of 1900, the Cloister ceremonies beginning on 
October 8. The report recites that at the first session 
High Priest of Isis George W. Lock presided, and 
announces the election to membership eligibility of the 
following Hoo-Hoo who had acted as Vicegerents during 
the year ther just closing: 

J. D. Hand, Dolive, Ala. 

kh. P. Harris, Fort Smith, Ark. 

W. 8S. Wilson, Albany, Ga. 

J. L. Glasser, Chicago. 





I’. B. Euler, Evansville, Ind. 

I. W. Olliver, Wichita, Kan. 

I’. J. Caulkins, Medford, Mass. 

W. M. Stephenson, Duluth, Minn. 
Edgar W. Toomer, Hattiesburg, Miss. 


W. H. Gerhart, Lincoln, Neb. 

G. J, Cherry, Palmerly, N. C. 

KF. N. Levens, Pittsburg, Va. . 

W. F. McClure, Galveston, Tex. 

Kugene Shaw, Eau Claire, Wis. 

W. C. Norman, Smithtown, Ark. 

N. H. Falk, Arcata, Cal. 

H. 8. Candee, Cairo, Ill. 

W. R. Griffin, Indianapolis, Ind. 

M. L. Chapman, Dubuque, Iowa. 

I’, G. Snider, Shreveport, La. 

I). A. Shepardson, Kalamazoo, Mich, 

William Balecom, Winona, Minn, 

J. R. Anson, Kansas City, Mo. 

A. H. Weir, Lincoln, Neb. 

R. L. Quiessier, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Cc, M, Jenkins, Norfolk, Va. 

F. A. Felton, Milwaukee, Wis. 

The following names of Vicegerents were considered, 
but as there were no Osirians present who could vouch 
for them their names were passed: 

A. J. Kennedy, San Francisco, Cal. 

H. R. Pierce, Louisville, Ky. 

¥. T. Rumbarger, Philadelphia, Pa. 

¥. O. Havener, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Il. D. MeDonald, San Francisco, Cal. 
1, C. Schreve, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

3. R,. Reed, Mount Vernon, Wash. 
‘.. M. McClintock, Ashland, Wis. 


Each of the following Hoo-Hoo was proposed for 
membership by an Osirian: 

- J. 8. Bonner, Houston, Tex., by Frank Lawrence, Boston, 
Mass. 

Curtis Scoville, Shreveport, La., by M. L Scoville, Tex- 
arkana, Tex. 

D. K. Newsum, Beaumont, Tex., by BE. R. Cooledge, Chi- 
cago. 

Charles H, Adams, Grand Haven, Mich., by George W. 
Lock, Lockport, La. 

B. * Bunker, Altoona, Pa., by E. M. Vietmeier, Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

J. L., Thompson, Willard, Tex., by Harvey Avery, New 
Orleans, La. 

Harry W. Swartz, St. Louis, Mo., by Charles 8. Keith, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Z- +, Champion, Louisville, Ky., by C. 8. Walker, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

W. E. Jones, Dallas, Tex., by Cecil A. Lyon, Sherman, Tex. 

Benjamin B, Neal, Savannah, Ga., by C. H. Hill, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

AL Hi, O'Neill, Dallas, Tex., by A. D. McLeod, Cincinnati, 
hio. 

A. G, Anderson, Dallas, Tex., by W. L. Sharp, Chicago. 

Louls J. Wortham, Austin, Tex., by C. H. Moore, Gal- 
veston, Tex. 

The above candidates were initiated at the regular or 
an adjourned meeting of the Cloister, together with the 
following persons who had been elected on account of 
having served as Vicegerents or members of the Supreme 
Nine: 

G. B. Meiser, Parigold, Ark. 

H. H. Folk, Lumberton, Miss. 

. H. Weir, Lincoln, Neb. 

W. F. McClure, Galveston, Tex. 

N. H. Falk, Arcata, Cal. 

J. EB. Meginn, City of Mexico, Mexico. 

C. H. Stanton, Buffalo, N. Y. 

After further routine business a motion was passed 
that the ceremony of embalming the Snark should be 
postponed one year, contingent on assurance of the pres- 
ence at that time of ex-Snark Lock. 

Business transacted at the afternoon session included 
arrangements for the Osirian banquet; the passage of a 
motion for payment by the Scribe for buttoms for newly 
elected Osirians; the appointment of Osirians ©. S. 
Walker, H. H. Folk and Cecil A. Lyon as ‘a committee 
to present suggestions for advancing the interests of 
the order; the appointment of W. I. Ewart, H. H. Folk, 
W. H. McClintock, P. B. Walker, jr., J. S. Lane and 
C. 8. Walker as a committee in charge of the entertain- 


> 


ment to be given at the next Hoo-Hoo Amnual, this 
committee being empowered to revise the ritual and to 
purchase robes and paraphernalia. Osirians Barns, Eng- 
lish and Stillwell were delegated to arrange with the 
new Supreme Nine regarding the funds necessary for 
preparing the annual entertainment of the Cloister. It 
was decided that the expense contracted for an entertain- 
ment authorized by and for the benefit of Hoo-Hoo should 
be borne by: the parent order, but that all matters of 
personal expense and initiation contracted by the Clois- 
ter should be borne by that order. 

The last adjourned meeting was held on the afternoon 
of October 11 and after disposing of routine business 
Osirian C. 8. Walker, chairman of the committee on the 
good of the order, presented the following report: 

Your committee understands that the Osirian Clojster has 
been organized for the purpose of absorbing all that is best 
in Hoo-Hoo; to join closer together those who have taken 
active part in building up and maintaining the present organ- 
ization; to remove all stigma from the order that has come 
from any cause; to give dignity and honor to Hoo-Hoo which 
we so much love. 

Your committee therefore recommends the following plan 
on to the growth, improvement and government of the 
order : 

First, as to members. That it shall be a rule of the order 
that it is good quality that is desired, not growth in num- 
bers. That regardless of the eligibility of a person no one 





W. I. EWART, HIGH PRIEST OF PTAH. 


is to be elected to membership unless a member in good 
standing is present to vouch for him, and that in case of 
doubt such member shall be passed. That one negative vote 
shall reject, 

Second, funds. That to raise funds for the en es of 
robes and other necessary paraphernalia the original mem- 
bers who did not pay any initiation fee be notified that they 
are requested to pay $5 each, which amount shall be in 
excess of the amount they paid for their button. That 
commencing with this year the dues be $38 annually and the 
initiation fee $10. That the high priest be authorized to 
make arrangements with the Supreme Nine of Hoo-Hoo to 
have placed to the credit of the Osirian Cloister the sum of 
$1,000, such amount to be paid from dues and fees as soon 
as collected and to be expended by a committee of Osirians 
appointed for that purpose in procuring robes and necessary 
paraphernalia. 

Third, that the Scrivenoter of Hoo-Hoo be the ex-officio 
Scribe of the Cloister, and that he shall receive as com- 
pensation for his duties such amounts as shall be deter- 
mined by resolution each year. 

Fourth, meetings. The Osirian Cloister shall have two 
meetings annually, one to be held commencing the day be- 
fore Hoo-Hoo Day and at the place of meeting by that order. 
The high priest to have the power to name the day and 
place for the other meeting. 

Fifth, efitertainment. ‘To maintain the dignity and honor 
of the order it shall be the rule to never attempt any enter- 
tainment without due preparation and satisfactory arrange- 
ment. That at each meeting a formal banquet be arranged 
where those attending shall be requested to appear in con- 
ventional evening dress. 

(Signed) C. 8S. WALKER. 

Hi. H. Four. 
C. A. Lyon. 


Election of High Priests for the ensuing year resulted 
as follows: 


Hight Priest of Ptah—W. I. Ewart, St. Paul, Minn. 
High Priest of Osiris—W. H. McLeod, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
High Priest of Thoth—J. H. Baird, Nashville, Tenn, 
High Priest of Seb—P. B. Walker, jr., Minneapolis, Minn. 
High Priest of Isis—H. H. Folk, Lumberton, Miss. 

High Priest of Anubis—Cecil Lyon, Sherman, Tex. 

High Priest of Hathor—C. H, Moore, Galveston, Tex. 
High Priest of Ra—H. M. Veitmeier, Pittsburg, Pa. 

High Priest of Shu—J. 8. Lane, Kansas City, Mo. 


Adjournment was then effected sine die. The ban- 
quet which followed the meeting, one of the pleasantest 
features of the Annual of 1900, was chronicled in the 
LUMBERMAN of October 20, 





A Candidate for the Next Hoo-Hoo Annual. 

The kittens of Virginia and North Carolina were in- 
strumental in sending A. H. Potter, the lower Atlantic 
coast representative of E. C. Atkins & Co., to the Dallas 
meeting, to present the claims of Norfolk, Va., as the 
next Hoo-Hoo stamping ground. Norfolk at all times 
of the year, and especially in September, is an ideal loca- 
tion for this meeting. It is not necessary to recount the 
proverbial hospitality of Virginians, and especially of 
Hoo-Hoo Virginians. The city of itself has allurements 
for the stranger scarcely equaled by another of its size 
in the United States. There are that greatest of road- 
steads on the Atlantic coast, Hampton Roads, with its 
innumerable shipping, the navy yard, its splendid Vir- 
ginia beach, Newport News, Old Point Comfort and 
Portsmouth within the reach of street car and boat, and, 
in addition to all this, the town has the best hotel accom- 
modations of almost any city of its size in the country. 
It is hoped that Norfolk’s claims may have a fair con- 
sideration when the matter ig decided. 


————— 


The Pan-American Exposition. 


Some of the Prominent Buildings in Prospect—The 
The Area to be Covered— Capital That will 
be Employed—Decorations and 
Some Special Features. 

The AMERICAN LUMBERMAN has upon several occasions 
referred to the progress of preparations for the Pan- 
American Exposition, to begin next May in Buffalo, N, 
Y., and has remarked upon the features which promise to 
make that exposition one of the most successful of recent 
years. We are pleased to be able to present herewith cuts 
of the most important buildings as they will appear in 
completed form. Adorning the top of the page are por- 
traits of the two gent!emen who have had most of the 
responsibility of the exposition upon their shoulders, 
John G. Milburn, president of the exposition, is a promi- 
nent Buffalo lawyer and a well known public speaker 
whose connection with the exposition will doubtless add 
to the fame he has acquired in these two directions, 
William I. Buchanan, director general, has already re- 
ceived biographical notice in the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 
in its issue of June 30. We will only repeat here that 
he was prominently connected with the World’s Colum- 
bian Exposition in Chicago, in 1893, and in the early 
part of President Cleveland’s second administration was 
appointed United States minister to the Argentine Re- 
public, in which office he was continued by President 
McKinley until he consented to resign in order to accept 
the directorial responsibilities of the Pan-American 
Exposition, in August, 1899. 

There is not room here for extended description of the 
illustrations, most of which need little explanation. The 
first cut is of the Propylea, by which somewhat ornate 
title is designated an architectural structure whose sole 
object is to act as a sort of screen shutting out the noise 
and smoke of adjacent railroad property. The New York 
state building is to be a permanent edifice and is being 
constructed of white marble. At the close of the exposi- 
tion it will become the property of the Buffalo Historical 
Society, which with the city of Buffalo will contribute 
$70,000 toward its cost, the state of New York contribut- 
ing the remaining $100,000. 

The last cut shown upon the page represents the elec- 
tricity building, which will be one of the foremost of the 
exposition. It will contain the largest display of electric 
science ever gathered together and many exhibits which 
will of course never have been shown at any previous 
exposition, in view of the continual progress of the elec- 
tric art. The fifth cut upon the page shows the electric 
tower,- which is to be the architectural centerpiece of the 
exposition grounds and the central figure of the evening 
illuminations. 

The United States government is spending $500,000 
upon its group of three great buildings and their con- 
tained exhibits. The exhibits from the mint, naval and 
war departments, fisheries exhibit ete., will be much 
like those of other expositions, but new features will be 
exhibits from the Philippine islands, Porto Rico and 
Cuba. Considering the present term of our national 
history, the exhibit of big guns will be especially signifi- 
cant. 

The Temple of Music, a very beautiful structure in 
itself, is also significant of the important part which 
music will play in the exposition entertainments. Sousa’s 
band and the Mexican government mounted band have 
been engaged, and many other famous organizations will 
be added. 

One of the smaller cuts upon the page is of the Manu- 
factures and Liberal Arts building, which, however, will 
not be a small building, covering more than four acres 
of ground. Exhibits showing the actual processes of 
manufactures will probably be more plentiful than was- 
the case at the World’s Fair. 

The Plaza, illustrated by the second cut on the page, 
is an open space, 350x500 feet. You are looking north 
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in the illustration and see a portion of the Propylea, 
while the building on the west is the restaurant build- 
ing, the view showing also the eastern entrance to the 
Midway, which is three-fifths of a mile in length and has 
thirty-five separate amusement features. It is stated 
that the Midway alone will cost over $3,000,000, more 
than the entire cost of some expositions which have been 
considered large ones. 

Many features of the fair not here illustrated are the 
Stadium, a large open oval shaped amphitheater with 
seats for 12,000 people, containing a quarter-mile racing 
track and ample space for all athletic games; the Agr 
cultural building; the Ethnology building, which will 
add to a display much the same as at Chicago a living 
exhibit of the Six Nations, and many new specimens 
relating to other North American Indians. 
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MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT. 





A Saw Gummer with Exceptional Features—Indorsing a Hollow Blast Grate—Testimony for 
Mechanical Draft— Admirable Points of a New Band Rip Saw. 





‘“‘THE LATEST THING’’, 


The cut shown herewith is from the latest photograph 
of the well known Champion saw gummer, The expo- 
sure seems to have been made without the knowledge of 
the machine in question, for it caught it in the act of 
gumming a shingle saw; hence the name of the wheel 
maker does not appear on the emery wheel. The Mich- 
igan Iron Works assure us, however, that it is a first 
class one, for they equip all their machines with the 
very best fittings they can fimd. 

A 4 page red and black circular accompanied the cut 
and it seems as though there could be no doubt of the 
excellence of the machine in the mind of any one after 
reading the description in the circular, The little 
machine seems to be a regular “whale” in capacity and 





THE “CHAMPION” SAW GUMMER, 


a saw sharpened or it will beat out the old fashioned 
saw of the sawfish in a walk. In fact, the sawfish ought 
to have one of these machines with what the makers 
term their “long saw attachment” to keep in the race 
at all. 

But, seriously, we think the makers of this machine 
will be glad to explain its operation fully to those inter- 
ested in having sharp saws, if addressed at their manu- 
factory in Grand Rapids, Mich. 





TWO BiG CUTS. 


The telescopic band mill with double-edged saws 
manufactured by the Edward P, Allis Company, of Mil- 
waukee, has thoroughly established its position as a 
large-capacity mill, ‘Two of these mills are in the plant 
of the Cummer Lumber Company at Jacksonville, Fla. 
October 2 the superintendent of this mill in writing to 
the Allis Company incidertally gave the record of the 
mill for the two previous working days. This part of 
his letter was as follows: 

“Our mill cut on September 29 was 139,383 feet of 
lumber, and on October 1 it was 162,196 feet. We 
ran ten hours on the 29th and eleven hours on the Ist, 
50 percent of the cut being inch boards, 25 percent 
dimension, and 25 percent timber. We did not sort 
the logs for easy sawing but sawed on the orders we are 
getting out.” 

This, considering the ordinary character of the logs 
and class of material cut, is a magnificent showing, 
though it is not put forward as a record. Many a 
sawing record has been claimed without giving the class 
of material produced or of logs handled. It is im reg- 
ular work done day after day with no special effort 
being made that tests the quality of a mill, of its 
machinery and of its management. 





ADVANTAGES OF MECHANICAL DRAFT. 


That the advantages of mechanical draft are recog- 
nized by experts and that it is rapidly assuming its 
place as a rival and successor of chimney draft is clearly 
evidented by the fact that several of the technical schools 
have recently placed orders with the B. F. Sturtevant 
Company, of Boston, Mass., for the equipment of their 
boiler plants with this means of draft production. In 
several cases the fans have beer so installed as to pro- 
vide opportunity for experimentally comparing the 
chimney with the fan. 

Rankine in his “Steam Engine” bases his calculations 
of results with forced draft on an aif supply of only 
eighteen pounds of air to the pound of coal, while those 
upor chimney draft are based upon twenty-four pounds, 


and then remarks that “with a forced draft there is less 
air required for dilution; consequently a higher tem- 
perature of the fire; consequently a better economy of 
heat than there is with a chimney draft.” So also D. K. 
Clark, in his work on the same subject states that “the 
system of forced draft opens the way for increase of 
efficiency in facilitating the adoption of grates of dimin- 
ished area in combiration with acceleration of combus- 
tion.” 





A NEW SELF FEED BAND RIP SAW. 


Our readers will be interested in a description of a 
new band rip saw just placed om the market by the 
J. A. Fay & Egan Company, of Nos. 320 to 340 West 
Front street, Cincinnati, Ohio, and patented February 
27, 1900, and October 2, 1900. 

The new saw, it is claimed, will accomplish as much 
work as several rip saws, besides being much safer to 
operate, as there is no danger of the lumber being 
thrown back and striking the operator. It will rip from 
1 to 9 inches thick with equal facility and without 
changing blades, and its adjustments are made very 
rapidly. 

The thinness of the saw blade and the slight kerf 
removed is a point which will very readily be appre- 
ciated by users of fine lumber, 

The column is very heavy, cored and perfectly free 
from vibration. The table is of ample size, always 
level, and has a plainly stamped index always in view 
and not liable to be obscured by sawdust. 

The knife edge balamce on this machine, which is 
patented, is used in connection with the straining device, 
insuring at all times and under all conditions a perfect 
tension on the saw blade, which is one of the most 
important features on a band saw, as it prolongs the 
life of the blade and avoids the expense, delay and 
inconvenience necessitated by substituting a new one. 

The feed, which is also patented, is very powerful, 
and the feeding in and feeding out rolls are placed 
close together so that short stock can be worked to the 
very best advantage. 

For establishments where flooring and narrow stuff 
are made in large quantities this machine can be fitted 
with live rolls, which will return the material to the 
operator for another cut, making it the most valuable 
labor saving tool of its kind. 

The manufacturers will willingly furnish prices and 
full particulars on application. 


- : 





A WELL WARRANTED GUARANTY, 


In their ad. in today’s issue of the LUMBERMAN the 
Gordon Hollow Blast Grate Company, of Greenville, 
Mich., have selected “Durability” as their text. They 
offer all purchasers of their famous “Tuyere” pattern 
Gordon hollow blast grate a written guaranty that 
the hollow blast grate bars will last at least five years, 
That the company’s confidence in the durability of their 
grate is mot misplaced is evidenced almost daily by 
letters that reach them. Here are two recent instances; 

October 1, 1900, receiving an order from Fessenden & 
Lowell, Reeds Ferry, N. H., for twelve draft grate bars 
to replace those included in an outfit of Gordon hollow 
blast grates shipped them October 25, 1892, and there- 
fore eight years ago, curious to learn if this was the 
first occasion Messrs. Fessenden & Lowell had had to 
replace such draft bars, the Gordon Hollow Blast Grate 
Company wrote them, receiving the following reply: 

Reep’s Ferry, N. H., Oct. 3, 1900. 
Gordon Hollow Blast Grate Co., Greenville, Mich. 

Gentlemen: Yours of the 1st at hand. Yes, this is the 
first time we have replaced the draft grate bars. As a mat- 
ter of fact, only four of them need replacing now, but we 
ordered the others so as to have them on hand as the others 
wear out. The ‘‘Tuyere’”’ blast grate bars are still in good 
condition, and will probably last as long as the draft grate 
bars now ordered. Yours truly FESSENDEN & LOWELL, 

More recently still the Gordon Hollow Blast Grate 
Company received the following letter, likewise testify- 
ing to the extreme durability of their famous hollow 
blast grate: 

GRAND RaAPips, MIcH., Oct 24, 1900. 
Gordon Hollow Blast Grate Co., Greenville, Mich. 

Gentlemen: ‘The grate bars you put into our saw mill, 
then the property of the Widdicomb Furniture Company, 
March 5, 1892, have been in constant use ever since, and we 
have never had to replace any of them. Yours truly, 

HIALLADAY LUMBER COMPANY, 





CHALLONER BUSINESS UNINTERRUPTED. 


The George Challoner’s Sons Company, of Oshkosh, 
Wis., suffered in the recent fire that destroyed consid- 
erable lumber belonging to the Diamond Match Com- 
pany and Hollister, Amos & Co., but its business will 
not be interfered with to any appreciable extert beyond 
an inconvenience. The Challoner pattern shop was 
destroyed and a warehouse damaged, but the office, 
foundry and machine shop were not injured; so work 
went on the next day as though nothing unusual had 
happened, The total loss to the Challoner company 
was about $8,000, nearly covered by insurance. The 
company was fortunate, too, in saving its patterns, 
although the pattern shop was destroyed. The Chal- 
loner company reports the demand for its celebrated 
shingle machines as very good, particularly on the 
Pacific coast. It is also doing a large business in grass 
twine manufacturing machinery and ice making machin- 
ery. 


A FAY & EGAN SELF FEED BAND RIP SAW. 
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The Record. 


Alabama. 
Demopolis—Spragins, Stack & Co. have purchased a saw 
and shingle mill and will engage in business, 
Montgomery—The Alabama Hardwood Manufacturing 
Company has recently engaged in business. 
Pratt City—The Krebs Manufacturing Company has sold 
out to the Pratt City Lumber Company. 


Arkansas, 


Acorn—Asker & Smith are out of business. 
Pettigrew—Powell & Elliott have dissolved partnership. 


Colorado. 
El Paso—The Forbes Commercial ar gen d has been in- 
corporated to deal in lumber with capital stock of $50,000 
by George M. Forbes, Henry A. Forbes and John W. Sleeper. 


Connecticut. 
Derby—The Derby Lumber Company will retire January 1. 
Hartford—C. H. Dresser has been succeeded by C. H. 
Dresser & Son. 
Florida. 


Bartow—Clark & Co. have engaged in the shingle business. 

Lawtey—R. H. Farrell has sold out. 

Rodman—H. Cummings & Bros. have established a 
saw mill. 





Georgia. 
Boyetteville—Evans Bros. are out of business. 
Butler—The Stewart Tie & Timber Company is out of 
business. 
Brunswick—'Taylor, Cook & Co. have been succeeded by 
the Taylor-Cook Cypress Company. 
Macon—Massee & Cater will open a yard. 
Idaho. 
Preston—Peterson & Simonson have been succeeded by 
the Superior Lumber Company. 
Illinois. 
Armington—Britt & Darnell have been succeeded by J. C. 
Br 


r ° 

Chicago—The KE. J. Noblett Company has been incor- 
porated with capital stock of $50,000. 
Woodstock—The Alexander Lumber Company 
succeeded by the Dacy Lumber Company. 


Indiana. 

Garrett—Huff & Boyd have succeeded C. B. Jones & Son 
as the Garrett Lumber Company, incorporated, with capital 
stock of $15,000. 

Mentone—Turner & Bybee have been succeeded by A. L. 
Turner. 

New Albany—The I. F. Force Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $25,000. 


Indian Territory. 
Durant—Steger & Co. have succeeded the Lingo Lumber 
Company. 
Holdenville—The W. J. Storm Lumber Company has been 
succeeded by the L. A. Cross Lumber Company. 


lowa. 
Cartersville—T. S. Roberts has engaged in the lumber 
business. George B. Randolph & Co. have opened a yard. 
Rodney—The Rodney Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated with capital stock of $3,000. 
Kansas. 
Dicus & Co. have been succeeded by A. 


has been 





Atlanta—F, P. 
West & Co. 

Mankato—J. M. Ketchum has sold out. 

New Cambria—William Gillman is putting in a lumber 


yard. 
Kentucky. 

Hodgensville—W. B. Routt is out of business. 

Hopkinsville—Dagg & Richards have been succeeded by 
J. H. Dagg. 

Paducah—Seaman & Co. are out of business. 

Sonora—Brashear & Co. have been succeeded by J. W. 
Carlton. 

genes — Maan, Green & Co. have dissolved partner- 
ship. 


Louisiana. 

Foley—A. Siess & Co. have established a saw mill. 

Loring—The Bowman-Hicks Lumber Company has opened 
a yard. 

Maine. 

Portland—The Strangman Manufacturing Company has 
been organized with capital stock of $25,000 by A. J. Des- 
mond and B. Wyman. 


Massachusetts. 

Goshen—Perkins Bros. have bought one-half interest in 
H. C. Packard’s lumber business and saw mill. 

Springfield—The United Lumber Company has been in- 
corporated with capital stock of $25,000 by F. G. Platt, 
G. F, Alexander and A. N. Lewis. 

jeans Depot—William IF. Redlon will open a lumber 
yard, 

Michigan. 

Crystal Falls—W. J. Brown has been succeeded by Ray 
Kimball & Co. 

Mackinac—Philo E. Hackett and George W. Walden have 
i in business as the Northern Michigan Turning 

orks, 

Mount Clemens—William Dulac & Son have been suc 
ceeded by the Mount Clemens Lumber Company. 
anne — The Barry Finan Lumber Company is closing 


Saginaw—The Chicot Lumber Company has: been organ- 
ized with capital stock of $300,000 by Colonel A. T. Bliss, 
A. F. Cook and others. 

West Bay City—The Michigan Land & Lumber Company 
has increased capital stock to $25,000. 

Wolverine—P,. E. Hackett is out of business. 

Minnesota. 

Buffalo Lake—H. Manthei has engaged in the lumber 
business. 

Cass Lake—A. J. Lammers & Co. have organized the 
qearwater Logging Company with James Mulvey as presi- 


Cardona—The C, L. Coleman 
Opened a yard. 

Duluth—The Lucas Lumber Company has been incor- 
Porated with capital stock of $10,000 by Clarence Lucas 
and H. M. Lucas, of Duluth. 

Slayton—A. H. Fowler & Co. have been succeeded by 
. H. Fowler, 


Lumber Company has 


Mississippi. 


ypety—J. Spencer has bought one-half interest in the 
ississippi Yellow Pine Lumber Company. 


Missouri. 
Lagrange—D., K. Oyster is out of business. 


Montana. 

Hamilton—bL. A. Pennoyer has established a saw mill. 
hompson—The White Pine Mill Company has been in- 
rated with capttat stock of $10,000. 
ried ith caplial sek, of $10,000 BFR 
capital stock o , 

» A, Goodchild. J. $ Hf 


Co; 


has been incor- 
. E. Lindenhorn, 
C. Nelson and Patrick Whalen. 


B Nebraska. 
nega <*? Walker Bros. have engaged in the lumber busl- 





New York. 

Brooklyn—William M. Dean & Co. have incorporated with 
capital stock of $20,000. 

Buffalo—E. V, Dunlevie has engaged in the hardwood 
lumber business. 

Canajoharie—M. L. 
Smith Lumber Company. 

Croton Falls—The A. B. Whitlock Company has sold its 
lumber business. 

Elmira—The Giles-Sayles Manufacturing Company has 
been incorporated with capital stock of $10,000. 

Jamestown—The Jamestown Sliding Blind Company has 
changed its name to the American Mill & Lumber Company. 

New York—The National Lumber Company has been in- 
corporated with capital stock of $125,000. John Cathcart 
has opened a branch office at 18 Broadway. 

Port Jervis—W. H. Coonrod Bros. have been succeeded 
by the W. H. Coonrod Company. 

North Carolina. 

Camden—The Camden Lumber Company has been incor- 

porated with capital stock of $2,500. 
North Dakota. 

Granville—C. A. Stubbins & Co. have been succeeded by 

the Imperial Lumber Company. 
Ohio. 
South Berlin—J. Dennison has sold out to John K. Sapp. 
Oklahoma Territory. 

Oklahoma City—The W. W. Storms Lumber Company 
has sold out. 

Woodward—H. A. Brackhaus is out of business. 


Yukon—The Yukon Lumber Company has been succeeded 
by N. B. Utt & Bro. 


Smith has been succeeded by the 





Oregon. 
Portland—The Portland Lumbering & Manufacturing 
Company has increased capital stock to $100,000. 


Pennsylvania. 
Bolivar—Sherman Shirley died recently. 
Donora—Eggers & Graham have engaged in the lumber 
business. The Donora Lumber Company has engaged in 


business. 
South Dakota. 
Evarts—H. Bach Tuumber Company has opened yard. 
Huron—Joseph Daum has changed style to the Joseph 
Daum Lumber & Fuel Company. 
Trent—The C, L. Colman Lumber Company has engaged 
in business. 








Texas. 

Austin—The Louisiana & Texas Lumber Company, of 
Kansas City, Mo., is licensed to do business in Texas, with 
principal office at Kennard. 

Angleton—D. K. McRae is out of business. 

Arlington—Thomas Spruance has_ sold out to Cicero 
Smith, of Boren. The Arlington Lumber Company has 
engaged in the retail business. 

Balley—J. S. Bailey is out of business. 

Hereford—A. J. McAdams has opened a yard. 

Houston—A. 8. Hall is out of business. 

Killeen—The Killeen Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated with capital stock of $10,000 by A. J. Hoover, Los 
Anderson and 8. J. Rancier. 

Kirbyville—The Kirbyville Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $10,000. 

Morgan—Rify & Irwin have succeeded J. R. Ioeumpkin. 

Orange—The Texas & Gulf Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $10,000 by J. E. Meginn 
and I’. Navarro, of the City of Mexico, and H. R. Field, of 
Orange. 

Roby—C. C. Hinds has opened a yard. 

Sunset—The W. R. Dorsey Estate has sold out. 

Wallisville—Beckwith & Kilgore have dissolved partner- 
ship. The business is continued by W. A. Beckwith. 


Tennessee. 
Johnson City—J. W. Caldwell has opened a yard. 


Utah. 

Park City—The Weeter Lumber Company has been in- 
corporated with capital stock of $9,000 by J. C. Weeter, 
D. A. Depue and H, B. Weeter. 

Salt Lake City—The Pacific Lumber Company has incor- 
porated without change of name. Capital stock, $50,000. 


Vermont. 


East Fairfield—R. S. Read, lumber dealer and saw mill 
operator, died October 26. 


Virginia. 
Newport News—R. W. Newman & Co. are out of business. 
Winchester—Henry W. Glaize, of Glaize & Bro., died sud- 
denly of heart disease on October 26 


Washington. 

Seattle—The Dolomi Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated with capital stock of $6,000.———The Pheenix Log- 
ging Company has been incorporated with capital stock of 
$50,000. 

Tacoma—The North Tacoma Shingle Company has sold 
out to H. Lundgren. a 

West Virginia. 

yuyandotte—The Thornburg Manufacturing ne sa has 
been incorporated with capital stock of $25,000 by 8S. 
Williams, D. O. Webb and others. 

St. Albans—The American Column Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $50,000. 

Wisconsin. 

Boscobel—F. B. Sarles & Co. have not been succeeded by 
Frank Sarles & Son, the firm remaining unchanged. 

Chippewa Falls—Joseph Mandelbert, president of the 
Wome Lumbering Company, died October 25, 

LaCrosse—Herbert Liovejoy has engaged in the manufac- 
ture of boxes. : 

Lodi—Caldwell & Gates have purchased a lumber yard 


here. 
British Columbia. 
Midway—Lequime & Powers will remove sash and door 
factory to Greenwood. 
New Brunswick, 
Pleasant Point—Charles F. Woodman has sold out to 
Charles F. Miller. 








NEW IiLLs. 


Alabama. 
Decatur—McCutcheon & Evans are building a saw mill. 
Tuscambia—David Werling will build a planing mill. 


Connecticut. 
Essex—D. 'T. Doan will build a saw mill. 
Florida. 
_Amelia—Alison, Gasque & Co. have added a saw mill. 
Georgia. 


Windsor—J,. L. Kelly will build a saw mill and veneering 
factory. 

Indiana. 

Bloomington—It is reported that the Bloomington Handle 
Company has sold its factory to Homer Huntington, Harvey 
Padlock ae Gilbert Ridge, who will double the capacity of 
the plant. 

Ee J. Thompson will rebuild his saw mill re- 
cently burned. 

Logansport—Wilson R. Roose, of the C. C. Shafer con- 
cern, of South Bend, will build a saw mill. 

Cc. Brown, of Frankfort, is building a lath and stave 
factory. 


cently. 


was burned recently. 





lowa. 
Nodaway—S. Brown will build a saw mill. 

Somers—J. & W. C. Shull are building an office and 
lumber sheds. 
Kentucky. 

Crix—William Wells is building a saw mill. 
Somerset—McDonald, Johnson & Co., of the Commercial 
Club, Seymour, Ind., will build a stave mill. 
Louisiana. 


Kenner—John Cleary and McEwen & Murray, of New 
Orleans, are building a saw mill. 


Maine. 
Bridgton—W. M. Staples and John H. Roes will build a 


saw mill. 
poetwent Harbor—Henry Tracy & Son will build a saw 


mill. 
Windham—Thomas Varney will build a mill. 


Maryland, 
Bittinger—Jennings Bros., of Lopez, Pa., will build a 
plant next spring. 
Michigan. 
Essex—Charles W. Liken & George F. Brown will build 
a saw and shingle mill. 
Hardwood—The Parkinson Cedar Company will add a 
saw mill to its present plant. 
Hermansville—The Wisconsin Land & Lumber Company 
will build a $15,000 warehouse. 
Moss Point—G. A. Bergland, of Milwaukee, will build a 
saw mill. 
South Grand Rapids—Lucien Siver, of Fort Wayne, Ind., 
will build a hoop and stave factory. 
Tawas—Mr. English will build a planing mill. 
West Bay City—The Welch mill property has been pur- 
chased by John J. Flood, who will make improvements. 
Minnesota. 
Cloquet—The Northwestern Paper Company is building a 
pulp mill. 
Mississippi. 
Delta—C. M. Carrier, of Buffalo, N. Y., will probably 
build a_ mill. 
Ellisville—The Tallahala Lumber Company will build new 
kilns and planing mill. 


Nebraska. 
ee M. A. Disbrow & Co. will make additions to their 
plant. 

New York. 


Stonycreek—Walter Stone will buiud a saw mill. 
North Carolina. 
Conetoe—The Conetoe Manufacturing Company will estab- 
lish a woodworking factory. 
Oregon. 
Oregon City—Haraloes Alvis will build a saw mill. 
Pennsylvania. 
New Florence—The Evans Lumber Company, of Jeanette, 
Pa., will build saw mills. 
Tennessee. 


Knoxville—The Southern Trunk Company is adding a box 
factory. 


Virginia, 
Dahlia—O. L. Vincent & Co. are building a saw mill. 
Wisconsin. 

Tripoli—The Morton-Edgar Lumber Company have torn 
down their old mill and are replacing it with a modern one. 
British Columbia. 

Hastings—The William Tytler Lumber Company will build 
a modern saw mill. 
Ontario. 
Dornoch—E. P. Lawrence, of Durham, will build a saw 
and shingle mill. 





Quebec. 
St. Catherine’s Cove—Price Bros. will build a saw mill. 
CASUALTIES. 
Arkansas. 


Twenty-four kilns belonging to the Bayou Lumber Com- 
pany, of Camden, Ark., were burned on October 20. Loss, 
$8,000; no insurance. The mill escaped injury. 

California. 

San Francisco—A vessel loaded with lumber belonging to 

C. A. Hooper & Co. was burned with the contents. No in- 


surance. 
Florida. 
Jacksonville—The planing mill of E. H. Cook & Son was 
burned on October 22. Loss, $5,000; no insurance. 


Illinois. 


Chicago—D. E. McDonald & Co. lost their sash and door 
factory by fire on October 28. Loss, $5,000. 


Indiana. 
Cortland—wW. Hall’s saw mill was destroyed by fire on 
October 25. 
Kentucky. 
Louisville—W. H. Hoskins’ saw mill was damaged by fire 
to the extent of $1,000. 
Maine. 
Milltown—The Duryea mill operated by H. F. Eaton & 
Son was burned recently with a large quantity of lumber. 
loss, $8,000; insurance, $4,000. 


Michigan. 

Ashley—C. E. Chittenden’s stave mill was totally de- 
stroyed by fire recently. Loss, $15,000; insurance, $5,000. 

Grand Rapids—A dry kiln belonging to Ocker & Ford 
eg 77 alae Company was burned recently. Loss, $1,000 
to a \ 

Menominee—Seven cars loaded with lumber belonging to 
the Girard Lumber Com ony were wrecked near Girard 
Junction. Fire in the Kirby-Carpenter Company’s yards 
destroyed lath valued at $1,800. 

Milan—C. H. Wilson’s saw and planing mill and ware- 
house was destroyed by fire recently. Loss, $4,500, par- 
tially insured. 

Pickford—The saw mill of William Beacon was burned 
recently. No insurance. 

Pomona—tThe saw mill of L. P. Saxton & Son was burned 
recently. Loss, $15,000; insurance, $8,000. 

Traverse City—Two dry kilns belonging to the Fulghum 
Manufacturing Company were burned on October 27. Loss, 
$2,000, covered by insurance. 

Minnesota. 

St. Paul—The Burns Lumber Company’s yard was dam- 
aged by fire recently to the extent of $2,500. 

New York. 

Amityville—The planing and moldin 
Wood estate was burned on October™22. 
$25,000, partially insured. 





mill of the Charles 
Loss estimated at 


hio. 
Marseilles—A. P. Wylie’s stave factory was burned re- 
Loss, $10,000; partially insured. 
Rhode Island. 
Bristol—A storehouse in the boat yards of the Herreshoff 


Manufacturing Company was destroyed recently. Loss, 
$6,000; insurance, $2,000. 
Washington. 
Ballard—A dry kiln of the Sobey Manufacturing Company 


Toss, $1,100; fully insured, 














“om 
p 


recs 





Lane aay meee ae 


war 


i 
| 
1 
te 

E 











Sas 


Pe Bee. 


32 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


NovemBer 8, 1900, 





ALONG THE PACIFIC SLOPE. 





Seattle as a Lumber Mart—A Great Shingle and Lumber Center—Among Oregon and Wash- 
ington [lills—Status of California Trade —Pre-election Speculations. 





Seattle is generally the Mecca of travelers to the north 
Pacific coast. It is a most remarkable city. Its growth 
during the last ten years, according to the figures of the 
last census, is surprising, and according to what the 
average Seattle citizen will tell you is more than mar- 
velous. Before the census returns were in it was said 
that Seattle’s population was 100,000. “Bill” Merriam, 
director of the census, could find only 80,671 people with- 
in its confines, but Seattle people think he is nearsighted. 
Still, when you consider that Seattle’s population in 1890 
was but 42,837 and that its increase in the Jast ten years 
is 88.32 percent, you can but marvel. 

With its busy streets, fine business blocks, unsurpassed 
electric and cable street railway service, its parks and 
lakes, its fine view of the waters of Puget sound at its 
feet, and of Mount Ranier snow capped and glistening in 
the bright sunlight in the distance, to say nothing of its 
“totem pole,” Seattle is a city of many natural advan- 
tages. To lumbermen, another attraction of Seattle is 
Ed Lewis. He knows every eastern lumberman and he 
knows Seattle. The writer enjoyed a band concert at one 
of Seattle’s beautiful parks on the shore of Lake Wash- 
ington with Ed Lewis one beautiful evening. The band 
was one of the finest in the country, and it belongs to 
Seattle. The silvery moon, in all its fullness, was noticed 
rising almost directly behind Mount Ranier, bringing out 
all the beauties of this wonderful mountain even in the 
night, and one marveled thereat. 

“We have it all arranged so that the moon comes up 
behind Ranier,” coolly remarked this man Lewis, “just so 
that we can give you eastern fellows your money’s 
worth.” 

Volumes could be written about Seattle and then not 
tell half of it. Of its great shipping interests, of the 
vessels from all over the world that load and unload at 
its docks, of its big mills and of its people, but lack of 
space forbids. Just a little about the lumbermen of this 
growing western metropolis. 

Some Seattle Lumbermen. 


Seattle is the home of a great many lumber and shingle 
jobbing concerns as well as the location of the main 
offices of some of the lumber and shingle manufacturing 
concerns that have mills elsewhere throughout the state. 
The Seattle Lumber Company, the Kerry Lumber Com- 
pany, the Stetson & Post Mill Company and Moran Bros. 
Company have good sized mills at Seattle, but a large 
part of their output is required for local consumption, 
owing to the large amount of building that has been 
going on in Seattle the past summer, the like of which 
has not been known before. Then, too, early in the season 
these mills shipped a great deal of lumber to Alaska. 

George Stetson and A. 8. Kerry are pioneer mill men 
of Seattle. Their concerns, the Kerry Lumber Company 
and the Stetson & Post Mill Company, cater largely to 
the local and Alaskan trade. 

Moran Bros. Company has a comparatively new mill 
at Seattle. ‘This concern, of which Will Perry is man- 
ager, has been engaged extensively in ship building at 
Seattle for years, and finding that a great deal of lumber 
was consumed in its own works it added a saw mill to 
the already extensive plant. George Salt manages the 
lumber department. He has been in the west for sixteen 
years and is a man of experience in manufacturing lum- 
ber. The mill is equipped with a Stearns band mill and 
runs night and day much of the time. This concern ships 
all over the world by rail and vessel. A typical recent 
shipment was some decking that was loaded on cars for 
transportaion across the continent to Montreal and 
thence by vessel to Hamburg, Germany. Mr. Perry used 
to be a Seattle daily newspaper man years ago. He got 
into politics and served several terms as city comptroller 
and a year ago became manager of this big ship building 
and lumber concern. 

A fine new mill that was completed at Seattle last 
summer is that of the Seattle Lumber Company. The 
members of the company are largely Chicago capitalists. 
Theodore Ludgate, formerly of the Traverse City Lum- 
ber Company, Traverse City, Mich., is president and 
manager of the company and R, A. Stuart, formerly from 
Chicago, is treasurer. The mill is built over tide water 
where the company has a frontage of 1,500 feet and it 
has plenty of dock room, with tracks from all the 
railroads. The mill is equipped with an Allis band 
mill, and a band resaw will soon be added. The mill 
building is 320 feet long, giving ample room for machin- 
ery and for cutting long timbers. With new planing mill 
and dry kilns, the mill is a very complete affair. 

Seattle Shingle Men. 


Among the manufacturers and jobbers of lumber and 
shingles are such concerns as Roy & Roy, Carstens & 
Earles, Incorporated, Robert S. Wilson, Lewis & Crane, 
Commercial Cedar Company, and the South Lumber 
Company. 

Roy & Roy consists of L. Roy and his two sons, E. 
B. Roy and C. L. Roy. E. B. Roy says that they are 
part owners in eighteen shingle mills and have contracts 
for the output of eight more. This firm has offices in the 
Burke building, Seattle, and is a large shipper of 
shingles and lumber, averaging last year 358 cars of 
shingles a month. L. Roy was a mill man in Michigan 
previous to 1888, when he and his son, C. L. Roy, went 


west amd formed the firm of Roy & Roy and went into 
the shingle business. They were joined three years ago 
by E. B. Roy, who had been connected with the freight 
department of the Pontiac, Oxford & Northern railroad 
and also engaged in the lumber and grain business. 

H. Carstens, of Carstens & LEarles, Incorporated, 
entered the lumber and shingle business in 1892, first as 
a member of Carstens & Lang, then of Carstens & Baker, 
and afterward of Carstens & Earles, which was incor- 
porated later. Mr. Carsters was formerly in the steam- 
boat business with the Seattle & Tacoma Navigation 
Company. Carstens & Earles, Incorporated, is among 
the largest shippers of the state. It has mills at Sher- 
wood, at Pe Ell, South Bend, Grace and other points 
and controls the output of a number of other mills. 
Last Spring Mr. Carstens spent several months in the 
orient, visiting China, Japam, the Philippines and 
India, making a careful study of the export and import- 
ing business, and upon his return formed the American 
Asiatic Company to do a general shipping business to 
and from the orient. He brought back with him a col- 
lection of samples of 100 different cabimet and other 
woods native of the Philippine islands. Mr. Carstens 
has demonstrated by his business career that he is a 
careful and conservative lumberman. His business has 
grown remarkably and in volume is among the largest 
of the western concerns. 

Robert S. Wilson is a shingle and lumber wholesaler 
who came from the east to Seattle three years ago and 
opened offices at 416 New York Life building, where he 
is still located. Mr. Wilson is a native of Iowa, having 
been born near Des Moines, but in 1890 he went to 





ROBERT S. WILSON, 
of Seattle, Wash. 


Minneapolis and for the next seven years handled the 
output of several Washington shingle mills, and in 
1897, desiring to enlarge his business, he moved to 
Seattle and has since been doing an increasing business. 
Personally Mr. Wilson is pleasant and courteous, and 
has the reputation of being square and just in all his 
business dealings. He spends part of his time out in 
the country among the shingle mills looking after 
stocks, where his standing among the mill men is equally 
as high as it is among the buyers of lumber and shingles 
in the east. He makes a specialty of shingles. 

The Commercial Cedar Company, of which F. I. Cur- 
tis is manager, is a jobber in shingles and lumber, mak- 
ing a specialty of shingles. This company owns one or 
two mills and has the cut of several others. The Sound 
Lumber Company does a wholesale business. The mem- 
bers of this company are also members of the Canyon 
Lumber Company, with a mill at Canyon Head, Wash., 
where lumber and shingles are made. C. A. Dean is 
president of the company and T. W. Tresidder secretary. 
Mr. Tresidder was with Carstens & Earles until three 
years ago. 

The Chicago Lumber & Coal Company, of St. Louis; 
the W. I. Carpenter Lumber Company, of Minneapolis; 
the H. B. Waite Lumber Company, of Minneapolis; the 
Bolecom Lumber Company, of Winona, Minn., are among 
the eastern concerns that have buying offices in 
Seattle. W. A. Foster, who looks after the business for 
the Chicago Lumber & Coal Company, with offices in the 
Sullivan block, received part of his early training in 
the lumber business in the office of “Papa” Hemenway, 
at Tomahawk, Wis. He and J. A. Hughes, who was for 
several years associated with the Bradley Company, at 
Tomahawk, went west three years ago and operated a 
shingle mill at McMurray, Wash., which they disposed 
of last year. Mr. Hughes is now in the claim depart- 
ment of the Great Northern railway im Washington. 
Marshall Chambers, an old time Mississippi river lum- 
berman, looks after the W. I. Carpenter Lumber Com- 
pany’s business in the west. §S. M. Lohren, formerly 


purchasing agent for the Minneapolis & St. Louis rail- 
way at Minneapolis, does the buying for the H. B. Waite 
Lumber Company, and Mr. Olds attends to the western 
busimess for the H. C. Balcom Lumber Company. 

One of the first places visited by eastern lumbermen, 
if they have been so fortunate as ever to have met E. H. 
Lewis, is the office of Lewis & Crane, in the Sullivan 
block. This concern, consisting of E. H. Lewis and 
C. H. Crane, make a specialty of long timbers and ship 
building material. They are both former Michigan 
lumbermen, from Manistique, and are the best of good 
fellows. 





ALONG THE COLUMBIA RIVER. 

PorTLAND, ORE., Oct. 28.—The Columbia River Log- 
gers’ Association held its regular monthly meeting in 
this city yesterday afternoon. The new members who 
have come in since the last meeting now bring the full 
membership up to about 90 percent of the logging out- 
put of the Columbia and iis tributaries, and a full repre- 
sentation was present at the meeting, when the mini- 
mum daily rate for board for men was fixed at 60 cents 
after November 1 and any member violating the agree- 
ment is subject to $50 fine for each offense, three mem- 
bers of the board of directors being the jury in the case. 
The industry is reported in good shape and the lessening 
of the output due to the closing of some of the camps 
will be offset by some new camps which will start up 
within the next sixty days, the camps run by steam not 
being affected by the rainy weather. 

All of the big mills in this city are still running full 
time and some of them are working nights to keep up 
with orders, but the high prices demanded for logs and 
the low price of lumber materially affect profits. The 
large numbers of small outside mills which have started 
up within the past few years are quite a factor in the 
business, as they are located where it is easy to get at 
the timber and the owners are generally satisfied with 
a very moderate return for the labor and capital in- 
volved, and accordingly quote very low rates and still 
keep in operation. 

Surveyors are locating a railroad route along the 
Deschutes river east of the Cascade mountains which if 
built will tap a very fine body of timber which as yet 
has never been touched. 

A furious gale has been roaring along the Pacific 
coast for the past week and in every harbor between 
San Francisco and Puget sound from three to a dozen 
lumber vessels are weather bound. The worst blockade 
is at Coos bay and Coquelle river, where twelve schoon- 
ers lumber laden for San Francisco are bar bound, with 
cargoes aggregating over 3,000,000 feet. The same con- 
dition of affairs in lesser degree exists at Siuslaw, Tilla- 
mook, Astoria, Grays harbor, Willapa harbor, the 
severity of the gale being such that even where the 
schooners could cross out it would be impossible for 
them to make any headway. 

Columbia river members of the Pacific Northwest Box 
Manufacturers’ Association have received notice that a 
meeting of the association will be held at Tacoma Octo- 
ber 31 for the purpose of selecting a representative for 
the eastern markets. The Pacific coast box men have 
heretofore confined their operations to this coast, but will 
now endeavor to secure a foothold in the east. 

Robert Smith, of the Grande Ronde Lumber Company, 
Perry, Ore., was in Portland this week. His company 
has just finished a highly successful season in which it 
cut 15,000,000 feet. It is preparing for next season’s 
run and by the end of February will have 20,000,000 
feet of logs ready for the saw. The demand for the out- 
put is greater than the supply and prices are satisfac- 
tory. 

J. T. Wisdom, of Elgin, Ore., will operate a small mill 
on Shaw creek, in Union county, near Elgin. 


McDonald & Fisher, of Elgin, have just received a new - 


mill plant which they will set up in the mountain tim- 
ber district south of Elgin. 

A German tramp steamship under charter to the 
Pacific Coast Lumber Company arrived off the Columbia 
river on Monday and will proceed to Everett, Wash., to 
load 1,250,000 feet of lumber for Vladivostock. 

T. M. Suitor, of Dallas, Ore., visited St. Johns, one of 
Portland’s river suburbs, last week, looking for a site 
for a 40,000-foot mill. At St. Johns Cone Bros., of 
this city, are building a big mill. for the rail and ocean 
lumber trade. 

The activity which has characterized the timber busi- 
ness in southern Oregon is still spreading over the line 
into California and the big deal of A. B. Hammond, of 
this city, at Eureka, is followed by the sale of a tract 


of 150,000 acres to the McCloud River Railroad & Lum- . 


ber Company and T. B. Walker, a big operator of Min- 
neapolis. The sellers were the Southern Pacific Com- 
pany and the buyers will build a big mill and a 35-mile 
stretch of railroad to connect with the Southern Pacific 
lines. The land lies southeast of Mount Shasta. 

John W. Alexander, purchasing agent for the Weyer- 
haeuser syndicate, last week bought eight 160 -acre 
claims near Little Falls, Wash., paying from $1,000 to 
$2,400 a claim. 


wey 
CONDITIONS IN CALIFORNIA. 

Sawn Francisco, Cat., Oct. 27.—From one end of the 
coast to the other and throughout the interior mill 
districts, the lumber trade is in a condition of expec: 
tancy, based on the outcome of the election. Many 
contracts for mill and other machinery are made with 
the provision that they will hold good upon the election 
of McKinley, but subject to revision should the outcome 
of the election be different. 

The lumber business is rumming along in about the 
same line as it has for the last three months, although 
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in certain localities prices have decreased because of 
the lessening in prevailing freight rates. Tonnage has 
been a great question with the coast manufacturers, for 
the Cape Nome excitement and the increase in foreign 
exportatiom have reduced the number of vessels suitable 
for the lumber trade and in consequence the increase 
in rates. The setting in of winter has lessened northern 
shipments, and a number of vessels are waiting now for 
lumber charters. The rates prevailing now for lumber 
at different ports are as follows: 

Sydney, 52s 6d; Melbourne or Adelaide, 60s; Port 
Pirie, 53s 9d; Fremantle, 71s 3d; Geraldton, 72s 6d; 
West Coast, 62s 6d; Pisagua range, Callao direct, 61s 
3d; Buenos Ayres, 70s to 71s 3d; Hongkong, 62s 6d; 
Shanghai, 65s; Kaio Chow, 70s; Nagasaki, 60s; Port 
Arthur, 70s; Tientsin, 75s; Taku, 70s; Newchang, 70s; 
Vladivostock, 65s; South Africa, 75s; United Kingdom, 
87s 6d. These show a weaker tendency for Sydney; 
otherwise the rates are unchanged. 

The Albion Lumber Company, at Albion, is now at 
work on its new plant and is contracting for machinery 
to fill the place of that destroyed by fire on October 1. 
The new mill will be one of the best on the coast, and 
the company will make a specialty of eastern redwood 
orders. The lumber manufactured by the mill will 
be of superior quality and with the increased output 
many more thousand feet a month can be added to 
the company’s output. 

Trade with South and Central America is growing 
rapidly, and heavy shipments are scheduled each month 
for the receiving ports in those countries. Various con- 
cerns in this city and alomg the coast are seeking to 
extend their trade in the Latin-American countries 
and by the end of 1900 they expect a substantial imcrease 
in the exports of manufactured mill products for the 
Latin-American countries. The exports of last month 
from San Framcisco were as follows: 








To— leet. Values 
Central America...cccrccccccccccece 106,413 $ 1,790 
.: Cebepduer enh ne eeeeeenecene 66,808 1,20: 
DE cecucsesesece tenes cern tes 271,135 7,300 
PROMIER ceisicocevovegescccccseeseces 25,502 49 

DEIR ccccccccccececcccscrcecccscese 233,000 2,723 
MEL Saris toeVidetetnrebarinneee 111,122 1,747 
SSSA eee rc rewire vary eri 800,000 16,000 
SNE) & Gnaieime ues ee eb ee 6 a ecke Cagle ne 108,101 2,400 
See Re IC 21,667 433 
ESS ee wr reercen: er mer re ge 250,000 5,000 

TONGS. iv bets ieee od cwcseercenns 1,993,748 $39,096 

Dunnage-— 

SRE RII ciccsocvercrsaosceenes 192,000 3,055 
ES eCCEMORCCECORAO RR RMR ORO E OOLat 20,000 800 

WOERIS . cccse bbevcdsesecescccawe 212,000 $ 3,355 
PANE TOURER cccgecccccosveestcoeves 2,205,748 42,451 


The schooner Winslow was cleared last month for 
Salinas Cruz with 24,416 railroad ties, valued at $8,046. 


@alDepartment 


REVIEW OF THE TRADE. 


The last month of the season of navigation begins with 
a marked shortage in transportation of anthracite coal 
by lake. From Buffalo total shipments this year are Jess 
than 1,400,000 tons, as compared with about 2,000,000 
tons for the same period last year. Chicago has received 
by lake this season about 800,000 tons of anthracite coal, 
while for the entire season of 1899 the receipts were 
1,227,000 tons. About 425,000 tons are therefore to be 
received, if the dock stocks are to equal those of 1899. If 
the entire lake transportation facilities were concen- 
trated in moving coal to this city, the total of 1899 might 
easily be attained, but there is a shortage at other docks 
on Lake Michigan and at the docks on Lake Superior. It 
is considered probable that, for whatever coal may be 
available for shipment this month, the needs of Lake 
Superior will first be attended to, partly because of the 
earlier close of navigation on that lake and partly be- 
cause Chicago can receive by rail any deficiency in lake 
receipts, whereas excessive freight rates will prevent that 
substitution in Lake Superior territory. November will 
be a most important month this year in the anthracite 
lake trade. 

But the trade is not buying with the avidity that 
sometimes follows a prolonged fast. Salesmen have 
returned to the road and the usual order of business has 
been thoroughly resumed, but new orders are little better 
than during the previous weeks. Sellers of coal are sug- 
gesting that dealers take in the fuel they bought months 
ago, and this the sellers are now willing to release. 
There is quite a movement of this sort in progress. Deal- 
ers are disposed to delay new purchases until the effect 
of the resumption of mining upon values is determined. 
This and the recent mild weather have mutually con- 
tributed to the dullness. The 10 percent advance in 
wages to the men, adding the increased cost of outside 
labor, will raise the cost of production perhaps 15 cents 
aton. Quotation remains $6 Chicago for egg, stove and 
hut sizes, 

.. The car famine is doubtless as pronounced as ever, but 
its effects are not felt, owing to the extreme dullness this 
week in both anthracite and bituminous coal. For bitumi- 
nous there is an almost complete absence of inquiry. 
Some attribute this to the halting effects of the election 
Upon trade, but the weather has also been a potent influ- 
ence. Prices of some western products. have declined 





Within the past few days in spite of the hopeful views of 
Producers, based upon an expected demand which did not 
*ppear, and so despite scarcity of cars there has been 


rafhnlination for coal to accumulate on tracks, which 


way companies are striving to discourage, 


Reports from the east are that the bituminous coal 
market is remarkably active. It is perhaps on account 
of the recent strike that shipments of soft coal to Atlan- 
tic seaboard points have been so large. Demand from 
that part of the country has been a severe strain upon 
the producing capabilities of Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and has restricted the tonnage that could be 
sent west. The demand from New England, likewise, has 
lately been remarkably brisk, low freight rates contribut- 
ing to stocking up of fuel earlier than usual. Mines in 
the east are generally busy, and judging from the produc- 
tion this year to date, the unprecedented tonnage of last 
year may be surpassed in 1900. With full operation 


during the next two months, there is reason for antici- 
pating an output of anthracite equal to that of 1899, 
though the departure of many miners from the anthra- 
cite fields to soft coal districts and to other vocations 
casts some doubt upon this expected large yield. The 
actual loss consequent upon the anthracite strike will 
prove quite small to producers, for nowhere has there 
been serious famine. Accumulations and favorable 
weather kept the wolf from the door. 

A New York telegram received as this is written 
announces an advance of 50 cents a ton over July circu- 
lar by the mining and carrying companies, the advance 
to cover the whole country and date from November 1. 











FEATURES OF LONDON TRADE. 
(From our own correspondent.) 
Lonpon, Enaianp, Oct. 11——The chief feature of the 
mahogany market of the moment is the arrival of the 
first steamer cargoes of the new season’s cutting of 


Honduras wood. Three steamers with nearly 6,000 logs 
have arrived up to date and the contents df one have 
been offered at auction, with a somewhat indifferent 
result, as although the large wood was in demand, the 
smaller logs were neglected. This is different from 
last year, when prices went up with a bound directly 
the new wood was placed upon the market, and is doubt- 
less due to such a large quantity arriving almost siniul- 
taneously. Why importers will insist on crowding the 
London market and at the same time starving so impor- 
tant a center as Liverpool, where more mahogany is sold 
than im the metropolis, is a mystery. Prices for Cuban 
also are ruling low, as the market is surfeited with 
small wood, which is of very slow sale. 

The position of American hardwoods is not satisfac- 
tory, as the imports are largely in excess of the require- 
ments of the market, particularly as regards black 
walnut logs, satin walnut or gum logs and quartered 
oak lumber, shipment of which should be suspended 
for the present. On the other hand, there are excellent 
demand and outlook for all grades of walnut and poplar 
lumber. Plain oak lumber is also in considerable 
request, As a result of the combined efforts of shippers 
and importers some improvement has been effected in 
the conditions under which these goods are shipped, but 
there is yet a good deal more to be done in this direc- 
tion. 

Innovation in the Door Trade, 

The business between this side and the United States 
and Canada in manufactured doors is a rapidly grow- 
ing one and considerable interest therefore attaches to 
an invertion which has recently been placed upon the 
market here by Messrs. Gilmour & Co., the well known 
manufacturers of Trenton, Ont., and which is being 
introduced to the notice of the trade by their English 
representative, H. T. Walcot. The new invention con- 
sists of groovimg, tongueing and connecting a quarter- 
inch facing of hardwood or pine to one or both sides of 
a common pine or other wood core, and complete doors 
or stiles, rails or mumtins of patent lumber in shook 
form can be supplied for the manufacture of doors. 
Doors built up in this way have several advantages 
over the ordinary veneer or solid door. They cannot 
warp umder any circumstances, as waterproof cement is 
used in their construction and all the materials used 
are thoroughly kiln dried prior to being made up. A 
lighter door can be produced, greater strength being 
obtained with less thickness as compared with either 
solid or veneered wood. Under these circumstances it 
is not surprising that the new doors are “catching on” 
well, several of the largest dealers im the country, includ- 
ing Jonas Smith & Co., of London, having ordered large 
consignments of them. 


Miscellany. 


The Mambasso has just reached Liverpool with a 
cargo of 3,478,578 feet of sawn and hewn pitch pine 
lumber, which is believed to be the largest cargo of 


lumber or timber ever carried in one bottom. The 
shipper was the Reliance Lumber Company, of Beau- 
mont, Tex. 

The latest paving material used in London is Cali- 
fornia red gum, which is being introduced by Edward 
Olcott, a large shipper of white oak from New Orleans. 
It has been laid down side by side with other woods and 
has been found to wear very satisfactorily. 





AUSTRIAN PROTEST AGAINST EXPORTS. 


Industrial associations of Austria, presumably her 
lumber and timber interests particularly, have become 
imbued with uneasiness over the increasing exporta- 
tion from that country to Germany of Austrian timber 
and lumber products. The attitude of the Austrians on 
this question is reflected in a letter from United States 
Consul Frederick W. Hossfeld, printed in the last sheets 
of advanced consular reports and dated from Trieste, 
September 18. Consul Hossfeld says: 


Ever since the beginning of the railroad era, Austria has 
been pre-eminent among the countries of Europe as an ex- 
porter of timber. For many years the large export of the 
products of her rich forests was pointed to by her people with 
pride and rejoicing. But there has been a marked change of 
opinion, and voices may now be heard everywhere denouncing 
these shipments. 

Austrian economists claim that the forests of this empire 
feed the German industries to the great detriment of home 
manufactures. They direct attention to the fact that when 
with Germany’s remarkable economic development the de- 
mand for timber, lumber, railroad ties, staves, parquetry, 
veneers, etc., increased and the governments of the various 
states by timely and prudent legislation prevented the devas- 
tation of their own forests, German buiiders and manufactur- 
ers came to Austria for their material and have ever since 
been supplied here with a large portion of the sinews of the 
industrial war which, by their successful competition in for- 
eign markets, they have been indirectly waging against the 
manufacturing interests of this empire. 

Applied to the last decade, this argument is certainly 
lame; for it can not be denied that Austria then shared with 
Germany the profits resulting from the improvement of the 
raw products of her forests. In recent years, however, the 
transactions appear to have been much less to her advantage. 

The customs statistics show that while previous to the 
conclusion of the present commercial treaty between the two 
countries (December 6, 1891), Austria's exports in this line 
consisted almost exclusively of sawed lumber, railroad ties, 
Staves, parquetry and cellulose, they have since that time 
been composed mainly of raw material, because under the 
operation of the new treaty the German manufacturers found 
it to their advantage to buy, as far as possible, raw material 
and improve it at home. ‘The export of sawed lumber, wood- 
enware, etc., has practically been stationary since 1801, while 
the quantity of crude timber exported has increased from 
7,759,000 tons to 15,139,000 tons, of 2,204.6 pounds to the 
ton. 

A number of industrial associations recently addressed to 
the Austrian government a memorial, from which | quote the 
following: 

The boundless exportation of raw timber from 
Austria threatens to become a great economic dan- 
ger. ‘The advantage derived therefrom is illusive, 
bearing no relation to the damage which our indus- 
tries and trades suffer in consequence thereof. It 
therefore becomes necessary to take measures to pre- 
vent this enormous exportation of crude timber. 

, Among the restrictive measures suggested are the follow- 
ng: 

1. An increase in freight rates on crude timber intended 
for export. 

2. Taxation, for state and provincial purposes, of foreign 
timber merchants doing business in Austria. 

3. The enactment of stricter forestry laws. 

4. Discrimination in favor of home industries in the sale of 
timber from government forests. 

5. Provisions in future tariff treaties tending to reduce the 
export of crude timber, or else imposition of an export duty 
on such timber. 

The present commercial treaty with Germany will expire 
next year, and it remains to be seen to what extent the Aus- 
trian government will be able—or rather will find it to the 
general advantage of the empire—to heed these protests. It 
is, however, not at all improbable that Germany will in the 
near future have to look elsewhere for sources of supply to 
meet her ever increasing demand for timber. 





Stock of Timber, Deals, &c., in Liverpool, Birkenhead, Garston, Saltport and Runcorn, Month ending 30th September, 1900, 























Oa, Canapian anv U.S. ,, 






















CONSUMPTION. IMPORT, 
‘From ist Jan. 1st Jan. 
to 30th Sept... During past Month. to Sept. 
1sos. | 1800, | 1900. | 1898. | 1809. | 1900. | 108: | 1800. | 1900, 
cooe 15,000} _ 57,000} 49,000) 
oe AaeT og on 696,000] 745,000 597,00 
Sr. Joun’s Pom.... “* see 5,000) 3,000) 
Orner Ports Pixs... on” il. 3,000) 1,000) 
amet “a 818-000] 810%000] 406,204 
Prros Pine, Hews... ° x 
sprog psaeran, 2,607,000) 2,634,000! 3,996,000 
pe Puawns ” Boo 711,000| 973,000 
Ornzcon PINB ......+46 ” il. Nil. Nil. 
Caurrorstan Rapwoop »” 45,000! 137,000 Nil. 
Danzio, &e., Fim ..., *" 123,008 gon 19,008 
ai. ¥ 
Swapisa ano Noaway Fin ,, yd 4 








$19,000 1,518; 
3,319,000) 1,515,000] 1,502,000 
i000} Ne | 

































34 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


NoveMBER 3, 1900. 








—— = —— 

—— 
——- r, ———-4 

————- — 





MATTERS AT SEPiPHIS. 


Mempuis, TENN., Oct. 31—Lumbermen in this dis- 


trict are just now far more interested in the outcome of 
the pending presidential election than they are in present 
prices. The sentiment as to which way the result should 
be is divided, some holding that if the democratic candi- 
date be victorious lumber interests will be seriously han- 
dicapped, while the other branch of the politicians in 
the lumber fraternity say if McKinley be elected the 


country will go to the bow wows. Dealers and manufac- 
turers who happen to be apparently indifferent to the 
result are simply resting on their oars and awaiting a 
final decision. Meantime, however, business is almost 
at a standstill, except that which is going along regularly 
upon contracts, and while prices are not more off than 
they have been for some time there is scant disposition on 
the part of those who hold Jumber to turn loose just 
at this time. 

This is a condition mentioned in the Memphis letters 
to the LuMBERMAN during the summer, but earlier in the 
cotton season it looked as if some who were holding their 
stocks would have to turn loose because the banks were 
insisting that lumber loans be reduced. The trouble along 
this line is that last year all the Memphis financial insti- 
tutions had large accumulations of deposits and profits 
and were not compelled to go to the money changing 
centers of the country for extra cash for which to handle 
even the cotton business at the increased prices, and 
it is a rule here that cotton during the cotton season 
must be attended to first. ‘They got through all right 
last year; but with the opening of this season not only 
have higher prices ruled but the men who produce the 
cotton, on account of the good prices last year, have 
been in a position by asking of the banks only casual 
favors to show absolute indifference as to how soon their 
yield goes on the market. Lumbermen have had to feel 
this condition. The banks don’t want to borrow money 
from the east or the north if it is possible to avoid it, 
but the bankers are beginning to realize that it is just 
as profitable to take care of the lumbermen and it 
is said that they are now more liberal with this class 
than they were some time ago. 

About the only complaints which have been made by 
Memphis lumbermen about prices within the past two 
weeks have been of alleged cuts reputed to Buffalo whole- 
sale men. Local dealers are as firm as they have ever 
been this year and they think that as soon as the elec- 
tion is over business will open up. October has not been 
so good a month as had been anticipated, but the opti- 
mism which has prevailed among Memphis dealers for 
so long a time is still apparent, unabated. 

In stocks, accumulations, despite the dull times, have 
not been so heavy as one might imagine. When the 
market shall open up again dealers will be in much better 
condition to fill orders promptly than they were a year 
ago. Recent rains have been the cause for increased 
volumes in the various streams from which large rafts 
of logs come into the Mississippi and thence to Memphis 
and the fear of log famine predicted by many some time 
ago is now disappearing and a majority think that by 
the time they need an extra supply they will have no 
trouble. Prospects are brighter for earlier tides than 
a month ago. 

All the dealers are making extensive preparations for 
the winter trade and are satisfied with conditions. W. 
H. Russe, of Russe & Burgess, has returned from his 
protracted trip to European countries and he is most 
hopeful over the outlook for an increase in the volume 
of Memphis’ export trade. He attended the Paris expo- 
sition, but when asked about those who accompanied him 
from Germany demurely replied that Emperor Bill was 
engaged and could not go with him. 





AT THE CUMBERLAND CENTER. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Oct. 30.—An important meeting of 
Jumbermen was held at the Chamber of Commerce build- 
ing yesterday afternoon to take steps concerning the 
attempt by the state authorities to tax lumbermen on 
their stocks. Heretofore, as explained in the Lumprr- 
MAN, Tennessee has exacted no ad valorem tax from 
lumbermen, on account of the clause in the constitution 
of the state which reads that a)l products of the soil of 
the state shall be free from taxation while in the hands 
of the producer and manufacturer, specifying, however, 
that this shall not prohibit the imposition of a privilege 
tax. All the prominent lumber firms in the city were 
represented and Messrs. Davidson, Love, Benedict and 
Lieberman took part in the discussion. Morton B. 
Howell, a leading attorney, has been engaged to fight the 
case for the Tennessee lumbermen. The state and county 
taxes will be paid under protest and attempt made to 
enjoin the city from collecting the tax. It is generally 
believed the lumbermen will be successful in their suit 
before the courts, but should they not the state will have 
something like $100,000 a year added to its income. 

The local market continues. rather dull, with some 
sales made a little below market prices in order to keep 


the wheels of business going. Shipments for October 
are estimated roughly to be about one-third off from 
those of October last year. 

U.S. and W. L. Sheafer, who own a large tract of tim- 
ber land near Mountain City, Tenn., contemplate the 
establishment of a large lumber plant between Shady 
and Damascus, Va. Their plant will be on the Virginia 
& Carolina railway, which road is now under con- 
struction and will be completed within a few weeks. 
The Empire Lumber Company now has a large plant in 
operation at Shady. 

It is understood the Southern Railway Company has 
in contemplation the construction of a line from Dan- 
ville, Va., to Bristol, Tenn., over a route long deemed 
most desirable. This link would give the Southern a 
direct line east and west independent of the Norfolk & 
Western, and would also open up a valuable mineral and 
timber section. 

The Nashville street railway is advertising for sound 
white oak cross ties free from sap, 6 inches by 8 inches 
by 8 feet, in lots of 500 to 5,000, delivered in its yards in 
Kast Nashville. 


LIGHT OUTPUT IN PROSPECT. 

New Ricumonp, Wis., Oct. 27.—In the trade with 
which I am familiar I judge that it is lighter by about 
one-third than it was before the summer opened and 
there is probably one-third more lumber on hand than 
a year ago. The output was larger this year than last, 
but stocks of dry lumber were never so light as on 
April 1 last. Of course prices are weaker all along 
the line, and we find birch, elm and maple the lowest 
articles on the list, while red oak is selling fairly well, 
with basswood next. I am inclined to believe that there 
will mot be as much hardwood made the coming year 
as there was last, as a great many of the smaller 
mills have not been able to dispose of their stock and 
will not be in position to supply themselves with logs. 
I think, however, that after election day trade will 
pick up and by the first of February hardwood lumber 
will have gained strength again. 8. 


CONDITIONS UNSATISFACTORY. 

APPLETON, Wis., Oct. 30.—Conditions in the hard- 
wood trade, as far as we are concerned, are not as we 
wish they were. While we are shipping more or less 
stock right along, new orders at satisfactory prices are 
decidedly hard to obtain. We have turned down orders 
within a week for fully 1,500,000 feet, but they were all 
at prices we did not care to meet; at least, not at 
present. 

There is undoubtedly a large stock of lumber still in 
the hands of the mill men and dealers; in fact, much 
more than there was a year ago, with the possible 
exception of oak. Our impression is that Wisconsin oak 
is extremely scarce and our experience in the south 
shows that the stocks of plain sawed oak in that vicin- 
ity are short as well. 

As to prices, they are “off,” of course, and there has 
been a decline of perhaps 15 percent to 20 percent from 
figures prevailing last spring. It is difficult to state 
whether they will go lower or not, though we have suffi- 
cient confidence in the future to hold on for some time 
longer at least. There undoubtedly will be a much 
smaller stock of hardwood logs put in the coming winter 
than there was last year; at least, that is our judgment 
at the present time. 

G. W. Jones Lumber CoMPANY. 


DECREASE IN OUTPUT. 

Lewisport, Ky., Oct. 29.—My stock ome year ago was 
nothing and I had contracts for three months ahead; 
today I have about 175,000 feet of oak on sticks. Prices 
are weaker on all kinds of lumber except wagon sticks, 
which has held its own and is still in demand. There 
will be no increase in the output for the coming year 
but on the cortrary a decrease, as about all the timber 
that could be bought and had to be sold is gone. The 
timber here now is mostly in the hands of men who 
are able to hold it. Besides this there are lots of small 
mill operators in our section who went into business on 
the boom with little experience and who since the drop 
are beginning to look for farms and to abandon the mill 
business. I am of the opinion that the hardwood lum- 
ber business has been overdone and look for no active 
trade before spring, as there seems to be a surplus every- 











where, though in this country there is but little lumber. 


on sticks. P. Best, JR. 


SEASONABLE QUIET IN MISSOURI. 


KENNETT, Mo., Oct. 29.—Our trade in wagon stock, fel- 
loes and gearings, of which we make a specialty, is fairly 
good, though not up to one year ago. Prices have not 
declined materially, though there seems to be a hesitancy 
in buying, but this we attribute to this being a campaign 
year, business always dragging during that period. There 
also seems to be a drag in the general lumber trade, cot- 
tonwood, ash ete., not so much in price as slowness in 
buying. A great many mills south are doing nothing, 
and unless trade revive there will be a great falling off 
in the coming year. Mills which are under special con- 
tract at former prices are running to full capacity, but 
we find only a few of these fortunate ones. 

D. C. Cots & Co. 


AN INSTANCE OF EXPANSION. 


KIBLER, VA., Oct. 29.—Your paper has been of great ad- 
vantage to us in keeping up with the markets. We have had 
a fine trade all through the summer, at last spring’s prices. 
We have purchased 6,000 acres of fine timber on the Pee 
Dee river in South Carolina and will put in a new plant 
on our tract about January 1. Our timber consists of 
white and red oak, red gum, hickory, ash, cottonwood and 
short leaf pine. Kipier & Kay, 








Doors and Mill Work. 


The volume of trade in doors and mill work has con- 
tinued to show a gratifying increase during the past 
week and the improvement has been in a direction that 
is particularly pleasing to the majority of those engaged 
in the industry, as it has involved an excellent move- 
ment in stock goods, which have been neglected to a 
marked extent for several months. Various reasons are 
given for this change in the drift in the demand, the most 
satisfactory of which is a well established idea in the 
minds of retailers that the result of the election is a 
foregone conclusion and that therefore they are justified 
in stocking up to some extent. For a month past they 
have conducted their business with little or no stock on 
hand, ordering from the jobber as they needed the goods, 
Now they foresee that after election there will be a rush 
to stock up. They are not buying many carloads thus 
far, however, but the evident intention not to get left is 
plainly visible in the character and quantity of the orders 
received. 





Along with the growing demand for stock work there 
is a satisfactory volume of inquiries for odd work, and 
all of the mill work plants are extremely busy in the 
manufacture of special designs on previous orders. The 
aggregate of demand is, it seems, heavier than it has 
been at any time heretofore this year. This condition is 
not confined to the distributing trade of any particular 
market or section, but is, so far as known, quite general 
through all the various markets. It is evident that there 
has been a large amount of building going forward 
throughout the country this summer, the doors and mill 
work for which were not contracted for, owing to the 
uncertainty regarding prices. With prices established on 
a firm basis, and with prospects ahead for a continuance 
of the good times, there is no longer any hesitation on 
the part of buyers and the present activity is the natural 
consequence, 

* * * 

The list prices as a general thing are being well main- 
tained. Of course there is more or less unevenness in 
several localities as there always is, but that there is 
much less cutting and slashing than was the case in 
August and September is a self-evident proposition. 
True, there is not a heavy margin of profit at even the 
present discounts, but the comfortable volume of trade, 
coupled with the pronounced unwillingness of most deal- 
ers to shade values below a living profit, renders the 
transaction of current business eminently satisfactory. 
There is a good prospect, moreover, that this will con- 
tinue and dealers as a rule are felicitating themselves 
upon the outlook for a steady, healthy and reasonably 
profitable business during the balance of the year. 

os * ” 


The demand for storm sash which was noted as having 
put in an appearance during the past week or two has not 
improved materially, owing to the mildness of the 
weather. But the season is now getting late and there is 
every indication that within a short time this demand 
will swell visibly. Meanwhile the wholesale warehouses 
are being well stocked with material and the cold, hard 
winter that has been prophesied will have no terrors for 
the average jobber. 

* * 

The strike of glass cutters and flatteners is still on, 
but is not interfering seriously with the manufacture or 
shipment of glass. The combine factories are all at 
work turning out glass to nearly their full capacity. 
They report being besieged for work by individual mem- 
bers of the cutters’ and flatteners’ unions, but say there 


are few vacant places to give them. From all accounts _ 


an early dissolution of the strike is to be looked for. 
* * * 


Something like a small-sized boom has struck the door 
and sash trade of New York. A splendid business, both 
local and export, was done last week. There is still some 
cutting of prices, but most sales were at fair figures—80 
and 10 for doors, 84 for open sash, and 14 and 12 cents 
for blinds. After election still better conditions will, it 
is thought, prevail. 


The few days of cool weather which have already 
been experienced in the northwest have been productive 
of a large inquiry for stock goods at Minneapolis and 
St. Paul. While it cannot be said that the mills are 
receiving large orders at present, yet it is quite evident 
from the tone of the inquiry that a better trade may be 
expected later in the season. In common with other 
lines of business, the sash and door men of Minneapolis 
are finding a dullness in the market due probably to 
the excitement attendant upon the election. All mill 
men at Minneapolis, however, are of the firm opinion 
that the demand following election will be all that could 
be desired. It is further evident that, unless the result 
of the election is disappointing to builders, a heavy 
winter and spring trade will be experienced in the north- 
west. It is claimed that many business buildings in the 
larger towns will be started shortly after election and 
that building operations in many localities will be con- 
tinued through the winter. The city of Minneapolis 
will also doubtless be a good market for mill goods. 
Several large buildings are now in course of construction 
and others are being projected for the early spring. Ex- 


‘ eavations have already begun for buildings which will 


cost not less than $750,000 and there are rumors of 
others which will probably double or triple this amount 
should the promoters find it possible to proceed with 
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active operations. These large buildings, together with 
the usual year’s building, which will probably be as 
jarge as it has been this year, will produce a demand 
for mill goods which will doubtless break all former 
records. ‘ 

* * * 

October is the best month the sash and door people at 
Kansas City have had thus far this year, and will prob- 
ably be the best month they will have on regular stock 
goods. The dealers have sent in numerous orders all 
this month and the volume of business has been satis- 
factory. The trade is also more satisfactory than it 
was prior to October, owing to the fact that the scramble 
for business at the expense of profits has ceased, and 
the discounts of October 1 have been generally main- 
tained by the jobbers of the southwest. Prospects for 
trade in November are good, and the jobbers here hope 
to be able to maintain present prices through the fall 
geason. The planing mills are still busy, and in addi- 
tion to a flattering local demand, they are having a heavy 
trade from the country and surrounding towns. 

~ * * 


Some of the owners of sash and door factories in 
Buffalo, N. Y., are of the opinion that there is not much 
more price cutting going on than usual and that the 
reason for so much complaint is that methods are not 
always adapted to this state of the trade. It is not 
claimed that there is a large demand, especially for 
doors, but it is said that those who are complaining 
the loudest are letting their movable expenses get the 
upper hand. There is a large amount of erratic bid- 
ding reported on all sorts of special orders, and it seems 
to be the plan of not a few members of this trade to 
bid high quite generally and then cut very low, a method 
that the consumer easily takes advantage of. The situ- 
ation east is now becoming more hopeful and some 
good orders are coming in, but the tendency to wait is 
still the rule of the trade. 





A Good Business Month. 


The City Sash & Door Company of Minneapolis, Minn., 
reports that business the past month was larger in 
volume than during October last year, although the 
prevailing prices have ranged lower this year. During 
September this year, B. W. Smith, president of the 
company, says the company’s business did not come up 
to the figures for the corresponding month of last year, 
but the improvement during October was not only wel- 
come but was unexpected in the face of an active presi- 
dential campaign. He looks for marked activity in sash 
and doors as soon as the result of the election is known. 


A Catalog of Columns. 


The C. T. Nelson Company, of Columbus, O., is one 
of the few concerns making a specialty of turned veranda 
columns and other kinds of veranda work. Its latest 
catalog just received at this office, containing sixty-six 
pages, is filled from cover to back with half tones and 
other cuts of columns, newels, balusters, rails, brackets, 
carved capitals and other work, many of which are of 
the most exquisite design. The company’s large fac- 
tory at Columbus has a capacity of 300 columns daily 
and was built with particular reference to getting out 
veranda work and moldings. Conspicuous among the 
designs in the book are cuts of fine residences for which 
are supplied imposing columns of Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, 
Corinthian and ¢omposite designs. Of these the C. T. 
Nelson Company makes a particular specialty. There 
are but few manufacturers in the country that are 
equipped for that sort of work, as it takes both special 
stock and special machinery, the columns being large 
and heavy to handle. Dealers who are interested in this 
class of stock should not fail to write the C. T. Nelson 
Company, at Columbus, for a copy of this handsome 
catalog, as they will find it useful in many ways. 
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MENOMINEE RIVER PROSPECTS. 


Marinette, Wis., Oct. 31.—The mills on the Menomi- 
hee will continue sawing until the middle of November. 
The boom company does not expect to get through sort- 
ng until about November 15. The companies are all 
desirous of sawing as many logs as possible this fall. 
So far the weather has been mild and favorable for saw- 
ing. If the election shall go the right way a heavy stock 


of logs will be put im by the various companies this 
winter, 





IN BLACK RIVER TERRITORY. 


La Crosse, Wis., Oct. 31—The Black river boom 
closed down on Monday of this week and now the river 
'8 More free of logs than it has ever been at this time. 
It is probable that there are not over 5,000,000 feet of 
logs left in the river. What will be done in the way of 
Pe this winter it is hard to say at present, but it 
— as though there will be 20,000,000 to 25,000,000 
eet put in, practically all hemlock. Our mills are still 


Tunning, but will probably close down within a couple 
of weeks, 





NORTHERN LOGGING NOTES. 
yan Dead River Milling Company, of Marquette, Mich., 
8 had difficulty in keeping its lumber jacks at work in 
bs camps near Ishpeming. A number of the men quit 
age a few days ago and the company has since declared 
m imcrease in wages. The men are now satisfied and 


Ve returned to work. 


- Molloy, sheriff. of Florence county, Wisconsin, will 


ut in 2,000,000 feet of pine, hemlock and basswood near 
ne river, 









































Al. H. Brown, of Indianapolis, Ind., was in town this 
week and presumably did not miss the Horse Show. 

The genial and porpoisical presence of our redoubtable 
friend, D. C. Thickstun, of Cassopolis, Mich., was noted 
in Chicago on Wednesday. 

C. W. Dewey, of Rockford, Ill., was a visitor in the 
city several days this week in the interest of his pros- 
perous hardwood business. 

M. Mitshkun, of Detroit, Mich., well known in the 
machinery and railway equipment trade, visited in the 
city several days during the past week. 

Harry C. Walker, representing John A. Gauger & 
Co., the big sash and door firm of this city, was in town 
this week and intends to remain until after election. 


Charles L. Barnett, of the Anson-Hixon Sash & Door 
Company, Indianapolis, Ind., was in the city last Wednes- 
day, on his way to Merrill, Wis., to pay a short visit to 
headquarters. 

George S. Brink, the well known salesman of Janes- 
ville, Wis., from which point he travels in the interest of 
D. K. Jeffris, white pine lumber manufacturer, was in 
town several days during the past week. 

F. D. Lawrence, of Geneva, Ill., was in town this week 
buying lumber. He says that he has had a splendid 
trade throughout the season and that it is still holding 
up, and that it will continue good provided the “old 
man” be re-elected. 

S. C. Kellenberger, the polished representative of the 
Radford Sash & Door Company, of this city, was in town 
visiting at headquarters all this week, but intends to 
go today (Saturday) to his home at Streator, IIl., to 
cast his vote next Tuesday. 


In last week’s record it was announced that M. E.. 


Bourne & Son had entered the wholesale lumber business 
in Chicago. Mr. Bourne states that as he is unmarried 
this puts him ima rather peculiar condition. It should 
have read, “M. E. Bourne & Co.” 


W. G. VanAuken, of the well known white pine and 
maple flooring house of Bliss & VanAuken, Saginaw, 
Mich., accompanied by his wife, spent Wednesday in 
Chicago. Mr. VanAuken was en route on a brief business 
and pleasure trip to Omaha, Neb. The LUMBERMAN 
office was gladdened by his presence. 

J. §. Sanborn, president of the Muskoka Lumber 
Company, of North Tonawanda, N. Y., and Chicago, 
was in town last week on his way home from a buying 
trip around the head of the lakes. Mr. Sanborn improved 
the opportunity to get acquainted with the company’s 
new Chicago manager, E. D. Johnson, who is now com- 
fortably established at 510 Baltimore building. 

The Edwin S. Hartwell Lumber Company last week 
received a request from Virginia to send a copy of the 
latest “ishue of your Lumber gernal.” They cannot 
imagine how any one in that far-away state came to 
think that they were publishing a lumber journal unless 
it had been observed by the writer that H. H. Hettler, 
president of the Chicago Lumbermen’s Association, was 
connected with the company. However, the difficulty was 
solved by sending the applicant a copy of the only Jumber 
journal, the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


Frank H. Reilley, he of the auburn hair, the glad 
grasp of the hand and happy smile, of Buffalo, made his 
maiden incursion on a business trip to Chicago last week 
as a missionary for Bowman poplar. It is whispered 
that Frank is getting awfully tired of his big brother 
Bill’s dallying and shilly-shallying on the matrimonial 
subject, and unless the “Adonis” makes up his mind on 
that subject very soon and gets to the front, it is more 
than likely that he will abandon all family ethics and 
select one of the handsomest girls in Buffalo and—well, 
you know. 

W. G. Nourse, manager of the Marine Iron Works, 
this city, received a telegram last Saturday from Cap- 
tain Pulver, commanding the good ship Lady Jane, 
which left here October 14 for Mobile, Ala., by way of 
the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, and having on board 
its owner, John D. Hand, his brother, W. T. Hand, and 
W. A. Tunstall. The party arrived at Memphis Octo- 
ber 26. Capt. Culver wired that between St. Louis and 
Memphis, where the-channel and water were favorable, 
the boat averaged a speed of fifteen miles an hour, which 
is exceptionally good running for a small boat somewhat 
heavily loaded. 

I. M. Smith, who is engaged in the retail lumber busi- 
ness at Marcellus, Mich., and is a valued subscriber to 
the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, was in the city last Satur- 
day partly on business and partly on pleasure; the lat- 
ter consisting of a laudable desire to witness the sound 
money parade. Mr. Smith had no complaint to make of 
retail conditions in his neighborhood and says that his 
trade this year has been about the same thus far as it 
was last season. He was the bearer of good tidings 
politically and said that Michigan will do her share 
toward retaining the present period of prosperity. 

As will be noticed on ‘page 5 of this issue of the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, there are some large stocks of 
lumber on the upper Mississippi. ‘the Backus-Brooks 
Company, of Minmeapolis, Minn., for instance, has 


80,000,000 feet in pile, a large proportion of which is dry 
and in shipping condition. This company has some 
desirable stocks of shop and box lumber, also inch 
boards and strips, to which it calls especial attention 
in this number and on which prices will be made that 
will move the stock. Its assortments are now complete 
and prospective buyers will do well to send in their 
inquiries while they are in good shape. Mighty million 
feet is certainly a whaling big lot of lumber, but it 
won't last long after McKinley is elected. 


In this week’s number of the Saturday Evening Post, 
of Philadelphia, the principal feature is an article by 
Fred W. Upham, of the F. W. Upham Lumber Company, 
1445 Old Colony building, this city, amd who is also 
president of the Cook county Board of Review. Mr. 
Upham has chosen for his subject “A Clear Conscience 
and a Fair Tax Schedule,” and from a cursory glance at 
the article one would infer that he has covered the sub- 
ject in an able and creditable manner. The article is 
embellished with an elegant portrait of Mr. Upham and 
should do much toward promoting his popularity among 
the voters of Cook county, before whom he is a candi- 
date for re-election, a compliment which he richly 
deserves. 


The National Wagon Manufacturers’ Association held 
its annual meeting at the Auditorium Annex, this city, 
on Tuesday of this week, representatives of twenty-nine 
of the largest wagon manufacturing concerns in the coun- 
try being present. After the routine business had been 
finished it was unanimously agreed by the members of 
the association that there should be no change in the 
price of wagons during the coming year. The following 
officers were elected for the coming year: President, F. 
B. Suydam, of the Wilbur Wagon Company, Toledo, O.; 
first vice president, George R. James, of the James & 
Graham Wagon Company, Memphis, Tenn.; second vice 
president, F. L. Mitchell, of the Mitchell & Lewis Wagon 
Company, Racine, Wis.; secretary and treasurer, H. M. 
Kinney, of the Winona Wagon Company, Winona, Minn. 

H. H. Irvine, assistant secretary of the Coast Lumber 
Company, St. Paul, passed through Chicago Thursday on 
his return from a two weeks’ trip to the east, chiefly 
for his health, as he is just recovering from a somewhat 
prolonged illness. Mr. Irvine wished to announce in 
the advertising space of his company a reduction in the 
price of red cedar shingles but found that the advertise- 
ment had already been printed. It seems that the com- 
pany will at once put into effect a reduction of 5 cents 
a thousand on extra Star A Stars and clears, making 
the price of the former on a 60-cent rate $2.21 and of the 
latter $2.53. Other grades are not changed. Mr. Irvine 
was inclined to think that this would not mean a general 
reduction in the market, as his concern has been selling 
a little above the average. Up to about two weeks ago 
trade had been strong but since then somewhat light, 
probably in anticipation of the election. 





Lumbermen in the Prosperity Parade. 


At the great sound money and prosperity parade in 
this city last Saturday a prominent feature was the 
large number of lumbermen and their employees who 
participated, the turnout being alike flattering to em- 
ployers and employees and demonstrating the patriotic 
sense of duty inspiring each and all. 

There were exactly 1,420 men in the lumbermen’s 
division and but for one thing the representation would 
have been much larger, the hindrance being that many 
firms were too busy to allow a stoppage of operations for 
an entire day, as would have been necessary had their 
employees participated. In some cases the yard and mill 
laborers belonged to various ward clubs and marched 
with their organizations. 

The allegation was made in the yellow press that a 
large number of the men were coerced into marching by 
their employers, but this statement was so palpably false 
that it attracted little attention. As far as can be 
learned no lumberman was guilty of the slightest attempt 
to influence his employees, but on the contrary gave them 
full liberty of action. The Chronicle, the leading demo- 
cratic organ, acknowledged that there was no coercion in 
the following language: 

It is only fair to say, however, that there was no evidence 


in yesterday's parade that the participants had been coerced 
into taking part in it. 


The Edward Hines Lumber Company took a vote of its 
men on the proposition to march in the parade and all 
but twelve of them said they were republicans and 
wanted to march. The lonesome twelve democrats were 
excused for the day and were told to return to work on 
Monday, which they did and are still working. 

The True & True Company was not represented in the 
parade, having gotten behind its orders for doors and 
millwork owing to an accident in its mill, and after 
repairs were made the company was compelled to make 
up for lost time. 

A. C. Soper, C. W. Hinkley and C. W. Rudderham, of 
the Soper Lumber Company, marched at the head of 200 
of the employees of that company and the Soper Box 
Company, a closely related concern. 

W. J. Wilcox, of Wilcox Bros., Joliet, Ill., came in to 
participate in the parade and served as aid to Marshal 
Barth. 

E. L. Roberts, of E. L. Roberts & Co., officiated as aid 
to the chief marshal, Col. Edward C. Young, and Col. 
Henry B. Maxwell, of Maxwell Bros., acted as Col. 
Young’s chief of staff. 

Fred W. Upham, of the F. W. Upham Lumber Com- 
pany; John McLaren, one of the veteran Jumbermen of 
the city, and E. E. Hooper, secretary of the Lumbermen’s 
Association, served on the escort of the chief marshal. 
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The occupants of the Manhattan building turned out 
fifty strong in charge of J. E. Defebaugh, editor of the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN 

The Edward Hines Lumber Company had 425 men in 
line and the Lumbermen’s Mill Company 51 men. 

Harry B. Munger, of the Foster-Munger Company, 
and John A. Gauger, of John a Gauger & Co., marched 
in the ranks with the Hamilton Club. 

The John Spry Lumber Company had 150 men in line 
and the South Side Lumber Company 100 men. 

The lumbermen’s and box manufacturers’ division was 
made up as follows: 


Marshal——-L. L. Barth. 

Aids—Joseph Miksak, C. W. Rudderham, Maurice Von 
Platen, Edward Heath, George C. Wilce, William Maxwell, 
S. A. Spry, George Engelking, James F. Lord, J. R. Embree, 
W. G. Wilcox. 

Edward Hines Lumber Company—M. C. coment, marshal, 

Vincent Dlouhy—V. Dlouhy, marshal, 
Maxwell Bros.—William Maxwell, marshal. 
Heath, Witbeck & Co.—R. T. Witbeck, marshal. 

Lord & Bushnell Co.—F. T. Boles, marshal. 
Paepcke-Leicht Lumber Company—H. R. Conklin, marshal. 
Rittenhouse & Embree Company—Frank Martin, marshal. 
Arthur Gourley Company—John Campbell, marshal. 
Soper Lumber Company—C. W. Hinkley, marshal. 

Louis Hutt—Louis Hutt, marshal. 

Mammoth Box Company. 

Chicago Packing Box Company. 

C. W. Tegtmeyer—C. W. Tegtmeyer, marshal. 
Rathborne, Hair & Ridgeway—Mr. Rathborne, marshal. 
Marsh & Bingham Company—George Marsh, marshal. 
8S. Karpen & Bros. 

John Spry Lumber Company—John C. Spry, marshal. 
Perley Lowe & Co.—William Templeton, marshal. 

P. G. Dodge & Co.—E. F. Dodge, marshal. 

C. A. Paltzer Lumber Company—cCol. W. R. Robbins, marshal. 
Francis Beidler & Co.—lrancis Beidler, marshal. 

Pilsen Lumber Company—Jos. Miksak, marshal. 

Acme Box Company—Mr. McQuaker, marshal. 

D. M. Goodwillie Company—Charles Goodwillie, marshal. 
Keith Lumber Company—F. E. Bartelme, marshal. 

T. Wilee Company—E. H. Wilce, marshal. 

South Side Lumber Company—2J. R. Embree, marshal. 





Chicago’s Annual Horse Show. 


Chicago’s great society event of the season, the annual 
horse show, has been in progress at the Coliseum, Wabash 
avenue and Fifteenth street, durimg the past week, and 
has been a grand success. A large number of promi- 
nent lumbermen and men affiliated with the lumber trade 
from out of town were attracted to the city to witness 
the event and among them were noticed the following: 
Col. A. T. Bliss, Saginaw, Mich., republican candidate for 
governor of Michigan; E. B. Hayes, E. B. Hayes Machine 
Company, Oshkosh, Wis.; D. D. Flanner, Rib River 
Lumber Company, Toledo, Ohio; George H. Rice, Green 
Bay, Wis.; Victor B. Bell, president Long-Bell Lumber 
Company, Kansas City, Mo.; William Carson, Burling- 
ton, Iowa; Isaac Kirk, Kirk-Christy Company, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; 8S. T. McKnight, North-Western Lumber 
Company, Eau Claire, Wis.; W. G. Van Auken, Bliss & 
Van Auken, Saginaw, Mich.; John W. Tuthill, John W. 
Tuthill Lumber Company, Sioux Falls, 8. D.; J. H. Com- 
stock, Diamond Match Company, Green Bay, Wis.; O. H. 
Ingram, Empire Lumber Company, Eau Claire, Wis.; 
William Irvine, Chippewa Lumber & Boom Company, 
Chippewa Falls, Wis.; G. Von Platen, Boyne City, Mich.; 
Charles Edgar, Alexander-Edgar Lumber Company, Wau- 
sau, Wis.; J. W. Sipher, Sipher Lumber & Coal Company, 
Monmouth, Ifll.; H. L. Karrick, H. L. Karrick Lumber 
Company, Minneapolis, Minn. 

One of the events of interest to the lumber trade trans- 
pired on Tuesday last, when in class 9 for pacing horses, 
3 years old und over, the second prize of $50 was 
awarded to Sam C., owned and driven by E. B. Lom- 
bard, of the hardwood lumber firm of W. O. King & Co., 
of this city. 





Reception to the New Snark. 


William B. Stillwell, the new Snark of the Universe 
of the Concatenated Order of Hoo-Hoo, was given a royal 
reception by his brethren in Savannah, Ga., on his return 
from the annual meeting at Dallas, Tex. He was met 
at the depot by a committee of the members of the order 
and escorted to his residence, 213 Huntington street, 
where the committee was entertained for an hour. On 
the following evenirg a smoker was given in his honor 
in the banquet hall of the DeSoto, at which was present 
a large number of the members of the order. The func- 
tion was thoroughly enjoyed by all who participated. 
Mr. Stillwell in the interval since the close of the meet- 
ing at Dallas has made a trip to the City of Mexico in 
company of a large party composed of those who were 
in attendance at the meeting, The cordial reception 
given him on his return was one that was calculated to 
demonstrate to him that his brethren in Georgia were 
duly appreciative of the high honor that had been con- 
ferred upon him as well as upon the state of Georgia in 
his elevation to the highest office within the gift of the 
Coneatenated Order. 


THE MARKETS. 


During this last week before elcction there has been 
a distinct slackening in some sections of the trade, though 
there have beer those who seemed to feel that the time 
was short in which to buy lumber at especially low 
prices and so have placed orders in anticipation of their 
future wants. It is not to be wondered at, however, 
that there should be a quieter tone to the market. In 
the opinion of every one the result of the election means 
much to the immediate future of business in this country 
and with so few days remaining before it shall. be. 





decided the man of ordinary conservatism, unless his 
opinion as to the results amounts to a practical certainty, 
is likely to postpone the filling of anything more than 
immediate requirements, and requirements that cannot 
wait a week are mot very many. Still we find a fairly 
good volume of business being done, though it was much 
lighter this week than last and was lighter last week 
than the one preceding. The fall trade seemed to have 
reached its top notch two or three weeks ago and now 
it is waiting for the election outcome, 
* 7 * 

Fall trade does not ordinarily amount to much after 
November 6. It is a season when winter may shut down 
at any time, when new building projects seldom are 
started and when in building lines the chief work is the 
inclosing of structures begun earlier. The late buying 
in the fall is usually for this finishing up process and to 
some extent of stock to be carried into the winter. Then 
again, large consumers, or many of them at any rate, 
begin to let their stocks run down a little in antici- 
pation of the holiday season and the annual account 
taking. There are a good many people who are inclined 
to think that the usual course of November trade may 
be modified this season. Provided the election result 
involves no change in the financial policy of the govern- 
ment, they believe that in spite of the lateness of the 
season a handsome business will yet be done. 

* * * 

Buying has been as light as possible all the year. 
Stocks have been run down to the lowest possible motch, 
as is evidenced by the character of the purchases made 
by not only retail yard dealers but consumers. People 
who hitherto have made a practice of buying in round 
lots or at least in straight carload lots have this year 
bought mixed carloads and especially has this method of 
doing business been a feature of the last few weeks. 
There are some who are well supplied with lumber, but 
these are for the most part a few large institutions 
whose buying policy does not depend at all upom the 
market but who lay in a certain amount of lumber at 
certain seasons regardless of conditions which may or 
may not be temporary. There are a good many furniture 
factories, for example, which ordinarily buy in a liberal 
way and which probably never before were known to 
order mixed carloads of stock which have done that very 
thimg this fall. The retailers of building lumber have 
also admittedly been depending upon the wholesalers for 
current supplies and their stocks are hardly more than 
samples and not good samples at that. 

* * * 

With stocks so light, below all reason, it would seem 
that there must yet be this fall some stocking up re- 
quirement, provided buyers are assured of the contin- 
uance of present conditions. When the paucity of 
stocks in the hands of retailers and consumers is taken 
into account it seems impossible to avoid the conclusion 
that the aggregate stock of lumber in the country is 
also small. In white and yellow pine it is a well under- 
stood fact that stocks are not large in the hands of 
either producers or wholesalers. The yellow pine supply 
is perhaps up to the normal, but some items are de- 
cidedly scarce, and on the whole the stock cannot be 
called heavy. In white pine the stock on hand is lighter 
than the average season though probably somewhat 
larger than last year at this time, when almost every- 
thing had been sold out up to the saw. But the white 
pine trade can look ahead and see a practical famine 
confronting it by next spring. 

* * a 


In hemlock the condition of stocks is not so well 
known, but they are not believed to be heavy, though 
ample for thé requirement. In cypress there is a great 
scarcity. North Carolina pine is in only fair supply, 
while eastern spruce is scarce compared to the average 
requirement, though there is plenty for the fall trade. 
It will be practically out of the market, however, before 
next spring’s product will be ready for shipment. 


In the hardwoods stocks are below the average at 
the mills, though it is somewhat difficult to speak with 
certainty on this subject owing to the diversity of kinds 
and the great territory covered by hardwood operations, 
and also the isolated character of most of the producing 
plants. There are known to be good stocks, even large 
stocks, of certain kinds of hardwoods in some localities, 
but for the most part those who must have lumber in any 
quantity, that is dry and ready for use, have to look 
long and carefully for it. Particularly is this the case 
with lumber of good grades. Prices have been so much 
lower this year than they were last and the output has 
been so much greater than usual of the lower grades, 
owing to an anxiety to get the greatest possible output, 
that in the more common kinds of lumber, such as oak, 
ash, maple, elm, etc., there is a big supply of the 
lower or off grade stock, while in almost all woods 
the better grades, or rather the stendard qualities in 
the upper grades, are scarce and firm in price. What 
stocks are to be found are in the hands of dealers and 
some of the mill men. Under these conditions of stock 
on hand and a continued seasonable demand there should 
be a certain amount of buying for the future. 

* ° om 


Perhaps the above covers the trade situation fairly 
well, but it may be desirable to speak of some special 
points. The country demand for building lumber in the 
west has been and continues to be good. The farmers 
are in good financial condition, except in the extreme 
northern -part, and are making improvements which, in 
the aggregate, call for a good volume of lumber. The 





country demand from the central northern states has 
been large. It is this demand, apparently, which has 
kept shipments to the point they have maintained. Then 
again there is a fair demand from the railroads for 
ties, bridge timbers and the like. This activity is most 
noticeable in Texas, with a heavy demand also from 
Mexico. The demand for hardwoods has slackened per- 
ceptibly within a week or two, what business there js 
being for immediate consumption, purchases for any 
other purpose being postponed for the time. 
* * ° 


White pine reports are on the whole encouraging, 
Our Minneapolis correspondence shows a larger volume 
of movement during the last week than for the cor- 
responding week of 1899 and, taking the white pine 
country over, there is about as much business as can 
conveniently be handled. It makes the greater demand 
upon the resources of the shippers because it is of such 
a mixed character. There have been fairly large arriy- 
als of white pine at the ports of the lower lakes and 
it is thought that shipping will be very active from 
now until the close of navigation. 

* * . 


Eastern spruce shows somewhat surprising strength. 
Recent rains have brought down large supplies of logs 
to the Maine mills which will for the remainder of the 
season be able to run regularly, whereas drouth and 
low water have kept them shut down since June. This 
prospect of a larger output has encouraged buyers to 
hope for lower prices, but there is no weakening and 
it is probable that present values, which are at Bangor 
from $1 to $2 above the lowest point, will be main- 
tained, Spruce stumpage has advanced in value, partly 
owing to the enormous demand of the pulp mills, which 
will take a larger quantity than ever, and higher lum- 
ber prices are demanded. Prices on North Carolina 
pine are said to be gradually solidifying and there is a 
free movement assisted by a full supply of vessels. 

* * * 


The market for red cedar shingles seems a trifle 
weaker, and one leading company has thought it best 
to reduce its prices on clears and extra Star A Star 
5 cents a thousand. This feeling of uncertainty is prob- 
ably due to the practical close of the shingle season and 
the fact that log supplies are better on the coast and 
more mills are running than was the case a short time 
ago; but no real weakness is anticipated. The export 
movement on the coast is not heavy, but there is a good 
deal of inquiry and there is promised a revival of 
demand from northern China and Siberia and also 
from South Africa. 

* * 

There is a remarkable condition in the labor market 
of the country. Wages are high and men are scarce in 
almost every section and in many industries. The Jum- 
ber business is particularly affected thereby. In the 
northern white pine country woods wages are starting 
out as high as they were at any time last winter, when 
they surpassed any previous record, though it is hoped 
that by the time work is under full headway a more 
reasonable scale will prevail. In the south labor has 
been drawn off into the cotton fields and rice planta- 
tions; on the west coast there is a chronic scarcity, and 
in the east the lumber trade is finding it difficult to 
secure sufficient men. Why this condition should prevail 
unless there is a large amount of manufacturing and 
other business being done is difficult to understand, 


Northern Pine. 








Chicago. White pine dealers in this market report ~ 


that October made a gratifying showing in the lumber 
trade as compared with the two previous months, the 
imcrease in business over September ranging, according 
to various reports, from 10 to 35 percent. As compared 
with last year, however, shipments from the yards were 
comparatively small, although in any other year than 
last the volume of business done would have been con- 
sidered altogether satisfactory. Taking the first ten 
months of last year and this year, from January | to 
November 1, however, the volume of trade does not show 
a decrease, but the contrary. In fact the official figures, 
which include shipments of all kinds of lumber, hard- 
woods as well as other varieties, show an increase over 
last year in the output from the yards to November | of 
approximately 31,000,000 feet, though doubtless a large 
proportion of this increase is other than white pine. 

Stocks at the wholesale yards are being filled up 
rapidly and in some instances lumber is coming in faster 
than they are able to handle it. Dealers generally have 
permitted their stocks to run down during the summer 
and fall, but now they have seen the need of bring 
forward their reserve supplies and all available vesse 
room has been brought into requisition. By the close of 
ravigation it is evident that stocks at all of the Chicago 
yards will be well rounded out and fully up to the 
amount usually carried at this season of the year. 

The number of building permits issued in the city last 
week was 73 and the estimated cost of the new struc 
tures was $477,200, as against $267,550 the same week 
last year, $430,250 in the same week of 1898, $402,000 
the corresponding week of 1897 and $291,140 for the 
same week of 1896. These figures show a healthful 
tendency in building operations and are an assurance 
that if strikes do not continue to interfere, the opening 
of another season will witness a heavy consumptior 
lumber in the city. The architects are said to be 
busy and some are working overtime on new work, the 
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bulk of which will be undertaken during the next few 
onths. 

nthe cargo market is quite dull, buyers evidently being 
determined to hold off until the election is over. There 
are several cargos on the market comprising hemlock, 
inch lumber and other stuff and they will probably be held 
there until after next Tuesday. There is no change in 
prices, although it is barely possible that a slight con- 
cession might be made on some of the stocks that are at 
hand to avoid the payment of demurrage charges. 

Lake freights are, contrary to gemeral expectation, not 
advancing, although it cannot be said that they are any 
weaker, but there is plenty of tonnage offered and an 
evident desire is manifested on the part of vessel owners 
to secure cargoes. Rates from Menominee are now 15 
shillings for dry lumber and 14 shillimgs for green lum- 
ber; from Manistee 12 shillings, and from Ludington 11 
shillings, and these rates are apt to prevail until the 
close of navigation. 


RECEIPTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCT. 27. 
LU. 














MBER. SHINGLES. 
1900 .ceccccccccecccece eccccces PPTTTITT Tiree Tite 24,335,000 

1900 .cssvecccccccccccccvescveees eoccceccccceceres 41,0+8,000 7,947,000 

TMOTORBES oo ccce ccccccccceccccce cece cece veces 
DOCTOREO 00.0000 000 secs cece cece cece ces - 6,763,000 3,111,000 
RECEIPTS FROM JAN. 1 to OCT. 27, INCLUSIVE. 

LUMBER. SHINGLES. 

1900 .rcceevccccccccceccccccccccccscescccce voce 1,175 106,000 242,491,000 

1000 0c ccccccccccccceccccccccccccccccesee cee, G0G, 152,000 276,797,000 

Increase. .....++- PPYTTTRTTTTTTIE TTT 
ME sons ode vatcucucebuneeuce coun ceebes 181,051,000 33,906,000 
SHIPMENTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCT. 27, 

LUMBER. SHINGLES. 

1000 ..rceccccccccccce PITT TITER TITEL TTL Le 14,077,000 5 605,000 

1800 ..seceseeeoes PITT TITETITE TITEL + e+» 16,570,000 4,660,000 

INCTORSO.. 0000 cece ccccce cececsccccee cose cece 945,000 
SN 06s c66060.c606. chor conctceress codecs 2,493 000 

SHIPMENTS FROM JAN. 1 TO OCT. 27, INCLUSIVE. 

LUMBER. SHINGLES. 

WD ccoccccccccccccccc cove ccccce cove cccece cove sO00,000,000  180.765.000 

WED cove cccccecccce ccc ccc cose cccecscsececccces 601,890,000 229,887,000 
TREPORSO, ccccccccceccceccccccesscccccccces Oly 149,000 

ER a vio:cisssnosekescbuconueunees eeuane 49,122,000 


Minneapolis, Minn. In the market for the past week 
a number of features are presented which are uncom- 
mon, but which have doubtless had a marked effect upon 
the trade at this point. The car shortage on nearly all 
the northwestern lines still furnishes material for con- 
siderable complaint by handlers of white pine. ‘his 
week the shortage is even more marked than it was a 
week ago and trade has seriously been interfered with. 
Local dealers say they are behind in their shipments and 
little satisfaction is given them by the roads as to when 
more rolling stock may be expected. Railroads with 
western divisions are finding it a difficult matter to sup- 
ply the demand for cars in all parts of the northwest 
as well as the extreme west. One or perhaps two of the 
roads which have not western divisions are still able to 
supply the demand, but the remainder make no promises 
as to when more equipment may be expected at Minne- 
apolis. 

Receipts and shipments for the past week compare 
favorably with those of a month ago as well as the cor- 
responding month last year. September of this year 
shows shipments to the amount of 38,355,000 feet, but 
October will be nearly 10,000,000 feet in excess of that 
amount. By reason of the many influences which have 
been brought to bear upon the market during October 
this year it is also considered that the showing made in 
comparison with last year is entirely satisfactory. The 
receipts and shipments for the past week are as follows: 





Receipts. Shipments. 

OMEN 5.5:6:4,0 9150/0 sive 255,000 2,220,000 
EE «6 divedeaneecéee 211,000 1,980,000 
EN. éecevebesecccceve 315,000 1,830,000 
EER sw éceAcaecbeeewd 270,000 2,520,000 
} BE. 6cibraivancanenne 180,000 1,380,000 
EE 6 secede ve oe eies 180,000 1,500,000 
MGIB 4 ccccse sbeeees 1,410,000 11,430,000 
Be WEEE 6. be ccccnces 5,370,000 10,680,000 
I Weer 8 8=—s-_ he crecnes 
NOEs hiadecus cee oelanenane 750,000 
Corresponding week 1899. .2,085,000 10,980,000 





Saginaw Valley. 
said on Friday: 
The lumber business is looking up. I do not mean that 
Prices are any better, because they are not, but there is 
More demand for all kinds of stock, and our trouble is the 


lack of shipping facilities. Cars are not only scarce, but 


Bude, idtieult to get boats. I have a cargo of lumber for 


uffalo parties but I cannot get a charter. 

Several lots were sold by manufacturers last week, 
ut they will not quote prices on sales. The demand is 
much better, as it is necessary for local dealers to stock 
up for the winter business. So far as learned there has 

no change as to prices within the last sixty days. 
It is believed concessions are being made except on the 
st grades of pine, which are firm. A large quantity 
of lumber is likely to come down from the northwest by 
Tail during the winter. 


A local dealer who is well posted 





Buffalo,N. Y. | Salesmen lately back from the cast 
are much encouraged by the apparent stir in demand 
ry White pine and say that as now is the worst part 

the political situation there is sure to be a change for 

@ better as soon as the election shall be over. There 
not much idea of an advance in prices, for there has 
vo ne much disposition to get rid of stock of late at 

me — prices. One dealer, who does not deny that he 
back _ selling sometimes at prices that will not bring 
wateh € stock, reports that he he has also been on the 
ed b nett along for good things at home and has profit- 

¥ his alertness, He would like to see more effort to 
Up lots that are offered too low and get them out 


is 





of the way, for it would send such sellers west, where 
they would find that there is no such condition of things. 





Philadelphia, Pa. The market is strong and the 
trade in good shape. There is a good movement of stocks 
and inquiries are very free. Reports from the west are 
that mills are all as busy as they can be and stocks 
much broken, orders coming in are for larger shipments. 
The probability of prices advancing from $2 to $3 after 
November 15 is a topic of discussion in the trade, and 
it is noted that manufacturers refuse to give options on 
stock to extend beyond that date. 





Spruce. 


New York City. Demand just now is not heavy, but 
a good many inquiries are noted, and prices are stiffening 
up for both Adirondack and eastern spruce, especially the 
latter. For Adirondack $19 is the quotation, while for 
eastern the price for inch, inch and a quarter and 2-inch, 
12 and 13-foot, is $18.50 to $19.50. Spruce lath, of which 
there is but a limited supply, has advanced 25 cents a 
thousand. 





Boston, Mass. Spruce continues selling on all items 
fully up to the list. Some of the hardest headed and 
closest old buyers in this market freely confess them- 
selves “up against it”, as they say, in their endeavor to 
beat the market by the usual margin. Once again it 
is getting to be a case of “pay the price or go without”. 
Added to the acknowledged limited supply at first hands, 
there is a decidedly limited supply on the yards. Many 
a retailer throughout New England has been sitting on 
his chair harping on the fall of spruce and looking for 
further recessions. These have been getting aboard the 
train lately and there are others yet to follow who must 
buy in greater or less quantities. No steps are yet being 
taken to advance the list, and it is not thought that 
this will be done soon. 


Bangor, Me. While the resumption of business by 
the mills up river is generally regarded with satisfac- 
tion, the steam mill men cannot smother the wish that 
the rain had held off a week or two longer, for every 
day’s continuance of the drouth tended to stiffen the 
market and prices were reasonably expected to advance 
another dollar or two. Now the buyers seem to expect 
that the market will turn somewhat in their favor, for 
many New York inquiries for spruce have been hastily 
withdrawn since the rain came. It is getting late in the 
season, however, and even though the yards are pretty 
fully stocked and the demand now is chiefly on special 
orders, a decline from present prices for spruce can 
scarcely be expected. The advance on ramdom spruce 
from the lowest point of the year to date is $1 to $2 a 
thousand. This brings the price up from, say, $11.50 
at Bangor to $12.50 to $13.50. fFreights have also 
advanced. In midsummer and practically all the season 
within a week the rate from Bangor to New York was $2 
to $2.25 a thousand. Now the New York rate is $2.50, 
and the usual high rates may be expected for the last 
few cargoes, with the river full of running ice and all 
conditions dangerous. 
ber 20 to December 10, $2.75, $3 and as high as $3.50 
a thousand is paid from Bangor to New York on lumber. 
The Boston rate, which was as low as $1.50 most of the 
season, advanced some weeks ago to $1.62 and $1.75 
and has reached $1.87. 





Philadeiphia, Pa. Spruce is in improved demand 
and the trade is in first class shape generally. Prices 
continue unchanged. An improved demand from New 
York and the vicinity is moted. 


White Cedar. 


Chicago. Dealers in white cedar are not inclined to 
boast very much over the volume of their trade, but are, 
nevertheless, feeling encouraged because of the improve- 
ment that has beer shown during the past month and 
are hoping for its continuance during the coming 
month, much of which of course depends upon the result 
of the election. Stocks are heavy in first hands and the 
yards are all well filled with posts, poles and railroad 
ties. For the latter there has lately been some improved 
inquiry, though sales are still being made at from 35 
to 40 cents. 











Minneapolis, Minn, Handlers of white cedar are ex- 
periencing a slight inactivity of the market at the pres- 
ent time. It is believed that politics is to a large 
extent responsible for the dullness of the market. Small 
orders are being received but it is believed that purchas- 
ers will be on the market for goods for next year as soon 
as the excitement of election has worn off. From pres- 
ent indications handlers of cedar expect that orders for 
next year’s goods will be placed early in the season and 
that December, as well as the latter part of November, 
will see many good orders placed. But little dissatis- 
faction is being expressed over prices, although a mate- 
rial advance is looked for in the near future. Several 
good sales of select poles are reported for the week, but 
the market for common stock as well as posts is quiet. 





Buffalo, N. Y. Demand has been fairly good and 
with stocks no longer large anywhere there is money 
in the business. A leading producer and dealer quotes 
10-foot posts, 6-inch top, at 26 cents; 5-inch top, 22 


At such times, say from Novem- 


cents; 8-foot posts, 6-inch tops, 16 cents; 54-inch tops, 
134 cents; 34 to 44-inch tops, 11 cents. Cedar ties are 
moving off at a satisfactory rate, prices for all grades 
ranging from 32 to 38 cents. There has been a big 
demand for both ties and posts at the Pan-American for 


* a considerable time, but this has now fallen off and will 


not re-appear. It is not common to quote telegraph 
poles here, as there is so much difference in size and 
quality. 





Hardwoods. 





Chicago. Hardwood consumers, like those in many 
other lines, have Jately begun to appear in the market 
more prominently as buyers. For some time they have 
been holding off on account of the presidential election, 
but lately they have thrown asidg their reserve and, as 
it were, cast conservatism to the winds. A number of 
big bills for delivery in the near future, as well as many 
for next year’s use, are now being circulated and 
negotiations are being carried on in utter disregard of 
the policy of inaction which they had mapped out and 
followed for so long a time. It is evident that some of 
the large consuming concerns have begun to suspect that 
stocks in the hands of the mill men are not as heavy as 
they had thought and several of them have had their 
suspicions confirmed in no uncertain way when they 
have sent out inquiries for stock. Still, this is not 
thought to be so pronounced as to create any apprehen- 
sion of a famine, as it is well known that in some 
varieties of stock there is a big surplus, a fact that 
many hardwood manufacturers are beginning to note. 

The salient points of the situation have not shown any 
material change within the week. Trade has been keep- 
ing along at about an even volume, as for the past month 
or two. Dealers say that they are able to buy stock 
with ease and at favorable figures, but that their sales 
are accomplished with more or less difficulty and that 
prices are not what they should be in all cases. There 
is a heavy consumption going on in a manufacturing 
way and there is a good demand coming from various 
parts of the country. Stocks in the hands of consumers 
have been permitted to run down to almost nothing and 
there will be no doubt shortly some heavy demands made 
upon the wholesale markets for replenishment. ‘The 
future is bright with promise in the hardwood field and 
a prediction has been made by eminent authority that 
if no change occurs in the government through next 
week’s election the hardwood industry will enjoy a 
condition of prosperity by spring that it has never before 
experienced. 

Quartered oak continues weak in price and quiet in 
demand. It is reliably reported that considerable buying 
is being indulged in for investment by those of a specu- 
lative turn of mind and that much of the dry stock will 
be in second hands before long. Should this prove to be 
the case, there is evidently some encouragement for the 
future on quartered stock. 

Both plain white and plain red oak are in good request 
and rather firm in price, although some sales are being 
made in this market as low as $30 for firsts and seconds 
delivered in carload lots. This price, however, is not 
to be considered the market, as some of the dealers say 
that they will refuse to part with their lumber for less 
than two or three dollars more than the price named. 
Stocks of dry lumber are inclined to scarcity. 

Basswood is having a fair inquiry. Some sales of 
firsts and seconds are being made in the neighborhood 
of $24, although less prices are occasionally quoted. 
Common is reasonably steady in the neighborhood of 
$18. The movement of basswood is rather heavy as 
compared with some of the other woods and it is evi- 
dently going to be a staple for quite a number of purposes 
in various sections of the country. 

Wagon and implement stock is in good demand and 
none too plentiful. Inquiries recently sent out for both 
hickory and ash have given color to the theory that 
these woods are scarce. This condition of affairs, how- 
ever, is not reflected on the prices, which are weak. 

Cottonwood, according to all reports, is in a much 
more substantial condition than it has been at any time 
this season. The usual prices of $20 for firsts and sec- 
onds and $14 for common are being well maintained 
by the leading manufacturers, though sales are occa- 
sionally made at a dollar or two less. 


vw a~_—aerr—rrrr~" 


St. Louis, Mo. Wholesale dealers in this market are 
gaining confidence in the situation as the time they have 
set as the date for the revival of trade approaches. Dur- 
ing the whole fall they have not transacted the volume of 
business they expected. For at least sixty days they 
have had the idea that the approaching election was all 
that retarded development of trade into something like 
decent proportions and, as the period of suspended ani- 
mation is about at an end, there is ample cause for re- 
joicing. Few people have tried very diligently to push 
sales during the past week. Over half of the traveling 
salesmen have been brought in and the rest have done 
little good for themselves. For two months it has been 
positively impossible to sell more than the immediate 
requirements of factories. A few people found it neces- 
sary to move some of their accumulated stock and made 
marked price reductions to accomplish this result, but, 
on the whole, the price situation has remained better 
than a great many thought it would. Of late, however, 
price concessions have had no effect in stimulating trade 
as no one would buy more than was actually needed. 

The oak market shows absolute quietude in the demand 
for quartered stock. Few sales of either red or white 
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have been consummated during the past week or so and 
the plain stock has been taken out and sold from the 
mixed lots which have been received. Local stocks have 
a greater percentage of quartered lumber than they have 
of plain, and the former is neglected to some extent in 
the present buying. 
trade say that their sales of plain are larger than those 
of quartered in greater proportion than is normal, and 
they have more room to take in plain stock. One-inch 
plain red is the strongest item among the oaks and there 
is little of it on the market. 

Cottonwood continues to show an upward tendency 
and several large trades have been made during the past 
week. People are buying for immediate delivery as it is 
about due that the river decline to a low stage and local 
stocks are not in condition to enter into the winter. Prices 
are noticeably stronger and none of the box and other fac- 
tories are refusing to take in cottonwood. Dealers in 
gum are taking much satisfaction out of the improvement 
in cottonwood as the two woods usually work together in 
this market. As yet gum has not improved in any way, 
but there is more confidence in the outlook than there 
was and more of an inclination to refrain from making 
sacrifices. 

The demand for other woods handled on this market 
has not changed since last report and little change will 
take place during the next week in either demand or 
prices. 

ee a ee 

New Orleans, La. Ocean freight rates have fallen off 
considerably and this would have resulted in a consid- 
erably larger movement had it not been for the fact that 
the car service controversy is still on and that exporters 
are keeping their hands off as much as possible until 
some settlement shall be reached. Reports from the 
hardwood district are to the effect that the domestic 
market is still affected by consumers pursuing the wait- 
ing policy. Demand from the other side is not what it 
might be and no change for the better is anticipated 
just now. There is always a demand for the more desir- 
able stock but low grade lumber does not seem to be 
wanted at any price. Numerous small mills are reported 
shut down for the winter. 

wre 

New York City. Political activity seems to have af- 
fected this stock more than many others. This is prob- 
ably because the call has to come from the manufacturers 
of what are practically luxuries—pianos, the better class 
of furniture, and the highest priced flooring and trim for 
house interiors. Plain oak is in fair demand at $39 to 
$40, quartered oak is quoted at $60, and poplar is firm 
at $37. 
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Buffalo, N. Y. Nothing will be done to urge sales 
until after election, as the general tendency for some 
time has been to withhold big orders till after election, 
even with the prospect of having to pay more for some 
things than at present. Still, it is not expected that 
there will be much advance if any, but it is the com- 
mon belief, among, sellers at least, that there will be a 
firmer feeling at once and a condition of the trade 
that will lead to an advance before long. There is not 
going to be a very great trade right away, for the build- 
ing needs do not appear to be large, but there will be 
a fairly good amount done as soon as it is apparent that 
prices are going to remain stable. Here are some hard- 
wood prices f. 0. b., Buffalo, given out by a leading 
dealer: Maple, $23; black ash, $36; basswood, $27; 
all inch firsts and seconds. 


——aeraorenas 


Boston, Mass. The hardwood market is as a gen- 
eral thing very strong and steady though quiet, but the 
indications for a gradual revival as soon as the political 
aspect is cleared up are easy to detect. Quartered oak 
cannot be called active or strong, although there are 
no signs of actual weakening in price. The lumber when 
it is wanted brings about the same range of prices that 
has ruled for some time past; $63 to $67 perhaps repre- 
sents a fair average price although in truth there is no 
less sold at the latter figure than at the former. Plain 
oak is acting a trifle better than the quartered. There 
seems to be no more than is wanted for the actual needs 
of to-day in plain oak and there has been for some time 
quite a respectable demand for it. White ash is very 
quiet; little is called for and that is easily supplied. 
There are no large blocks offered, however, and the 
price remains fairly strong. Brown ash is undoubtedly 
getting scarce, especially 14 and 2-inch. In this mar- 
ket there is more demand than for some time, and the 
supply appears quite limited. Inch is sold at $38, 
1j-inch at $40, and 14 and 2-inch at $42. Mapfe is still 
very quiet. 

eee 

Philadelphia, Pa. An improvement is noted, the 
demand becoming greater and the inquiries more numer- 
ous. Prices are unchanged. Red oak continues in 
request at good prices. 





Hemlock. 





Chicago. There is a much better demand for hemlock 
of late and trade bids fair to shortly regaim some of its 
lost activity before the close of the building season. 
Prices, however, are not favorably influenced, and it is 
not expected that there will be much change in the 
situation unless the demand during the balance of the 
fall and winter should awaken a great deal more than is 
expected, 


The wholesalers having a country ° 


New York City. Orders are coming in more freely 
and conditions are a little more firm. Some cutting is 
noted, but it is on good orders only—dry stock. On 
mixed orders nothing under $15, the base price, rules, and 
the $14.50 occasionally mentioned means nothing when 
the freight figures are considered. It is said that the 
Williamsport (Pa.) people are trying to stiffen up prices 
$1. There is a fair demand there, and a big quantity of 
logs are hung up in the streams of eastern Pennsylvania. 





Philadelphia, Pa. Demamd has reached a point where 
the resources of wholesalers are taxed to meet the require- 
ments. Inquiries during the last few days and orders 
coming in through the mails are larger than they have 
been and the volume of the transactions is surprisingly 
large for a period so close to election week. The explan- 
ation for this is the assurance, which grows stronger as 
November 6 approaches, of McKinley’s re-election. The 
scarcity of hemlock stocks everywhere and the stiffer- 
ing of the market are beginning to shake the confidence 
of retailers in the permanency of the $14 base rate, and 
there are now inquiries into the hemlock situation in 
consequence. The advance of 50 certs announced last 
week has shaken up the market considerably and the 
lumber has been an easy seller. The base price is now 
$14.50, but there is no security that it will remain at 
that figure long, and it is very nearly certain to reach 
$15 by the middle of November. The advisability of 
tacking on the additional half dollar was discussed yes- 
terday in several offices. 





Pittsburg, Pa. The October list has been agreed upon 
by the wholesale association with a base of $13 and 
the market is quoted active. Conditions are favorable 
to an advance and the outlook for a steady increase in 
demand is better than ever. A hopeful feeling generally 
prevails and an atmosphere of solidity surrounds the 
hemlock business. 





Poplar. 





Chicago, There has been no apparent cessation for 
the demand for poplar since early in the year and not- 
withstanding the many discouragements that have 
occurred in the local building situation and the uncer- 
tainties of the political campaign there has been a steady 
demand through the fall, which continues to this 
writing. Dealers say that while they are able to get 
plenty of common stock, their calls for firsts and seconds 
and culls are taxing their resources. Stocks of poplar 
at the mills have increased to some extent within the 
past two months, but the demand has been heavy enough 
to prevent a surplus and prices have been in no wise 
affected. 


Boston, Mass. Poplar is strong to a degree. There is 
very little offered now in this market, and mill men who 
visit us with stocks for sale prefer to take orders for 
only a limited number of cars. The general opinion 
seems to be that there are slightly higher prices in the 
immediate future for this lumber. It has kept up won- 
derfully strong since its high point of a year or so ago, 
and never has for any time gone off from that by more 
than $2 or $3 at the outside. Thirty-seven dollars is not 
a high average price in this market now, while some 
are asking and obtaining more. It would not be sur- 
prising to see the prices on poplar at an early date back 
at the top notch again. 





Southern Pine. 


St, Louis, Mo. There is more of an upward tendency 
to the market than before at any time this year. Prices 
may be lower than during the early months, but the 
present is an advancing and that was a declining mar- 
ket. Even with the car shortage out of the question 
there is more business offered than the capacity of mills 
can cope with and, as the scarcity of cars makes it 
impossible to deliver anything with any promptnesa, it 
doubles up the pressure of the demand. Farmers have 
at last found time to do the repairing and building they 
neglected during the summer and early fall, and the 
already depleted conditior of the majority of the country 
yards has caused an immediate rush demand for stock. 
There is fully as much business turned down as is 
accepted, and those orders which give a time limit on 
deliveries receive no consideration. This has had a 
marked effect upon prices, as no one is making the least 
effort to secure business and no one is accepting all that 
is offered through the mails. Nearly all of the sales- 
mer have been brought in and the lack of competition 
makes it easier to secure better prices. Two large con- 
cerns, one in St. Louis and one in Kansas City, have 
sent out lists which correspond in every particular to 
the official list of July 18 and they are adhering strictly 
to that basis in quotations. A marked advance pre- 
vails on the prices of a few weeks ago and there are 
others who state that they are quoting on that basis 
although they have not sent out lists. 

Deliveries are several weeks behind what they should 
be and telegrams and letters making kicks are received 
every hour of the day. The invariable reply is that the 
stock has been cut and will be shipped as soon as cars 
can be secured, but that not more than one-fourth as 
many cars as are needed are being placed at the mills. 
Two weeks ago the offerings of empty cars were not one- 
half as great as there was need for and today’s offer- 








ings are not more than one-half as great as those of two 
weeks ago. It is the most serious proposition that con- 
fronts the yellow pine people and there is no remedy so 
long as the other southern products have the preference 
from the railroads. 





Chicago, The yellow pine market lacks just a little 
of being in an extremely healthful condition. The de. 
mand continues large, stocks are not overpoweringly 
heavy and in some items are extremely light, inquiries 
are making their appearance in respectable numbers and 
but for one thing the condition of the industry would be 
almost ideal, particularly from the standpoint of the 
manufacturer. The weak point is in prices, which con- 
tinue weak and demoralized on most items in spite of 
the best efforts of the trade to boost them up or keep 
them on a reasonably uniform level. The yellow pine 
mill man avoids nothing so much as he does a slight 
accumulation of lumber, in which respect he differs mate- 
rially from his white pine brother, who entertains an 
exactly opposite view of matters. Some of the mill men, 
as soon as they began to accumulate a little stock, under. 
took to crowd the market, with the result that prices 
gradually gave way. One of the peculiarities of the situ- 
ation is that prices on items which are known to be 
scarce are not held any firmer than those of which there 
is a big surplus. This inexplicable condition has con- 
tinued for some time past and none of those engaged in 
the industry are able to account for it. 

Although the car shortage is proving to be a quite 
serious factor at most points in the yellow pine belt, it 
has not yet exerted any material influence on _priees, 
Occasionally a dealer who has a good supply of cars and 
is able to guarantee prompt shipment is able to get a lit- 
tle more for his stock, but not as a rule. Edge grain 
flooring is in good demand and brings full prices. Yellow 
pine piece stuff is finding an increasingly large market 
through the north and stocks at the mills have been mate- 
rially reduced within the month. Quite a number of 
timber bills have lately been in circulation, with the 
probable idea of getting everything ready to start build- 
ing after the election. There has been something of a 
revival in the demand for car sills and other car mate- 
rial, but some of the big bills that have been figured on 
have been held back awaiting election results. There is 
everywhere a general disposition to liven matters up 
considerably after the election, and it may be safely 
predicted that in case the present administration is 
retained an immediately wholesome effect will be ob- 
served on the demand and price of yellow pine lumber. 

Kansas City, Mo. There is a heavier demand for 
lumber at this time than manufacturers can supply with 
promptness. Were they able to get cars equal to the 
capacities of their mills they could do so, but as far as 
dealers are concerned this cuts no figure. Few dealers 
have enough yellow pine on hand to supply their needs 
and kicks on account of delayed shipments are most 
numerous. The car situation in the south has badly 
handicapped the manufacturers this month, and while 
they have received more orders than they did in Septem- 
ber the shipments from most mills will not be nearly as 
heavy as they were last month. The direct result of the 
tightening up in the car service has beer a tendency 
toward better prices for yellow pine. One of the largest 
concerns here has made two advances of 25 cents a 
thousand this month and others are following suit rap- 
idly. They cennot ship orders promptly and_ the 
advances are made as much to divert business to other 
channels as for any other purpose. The mills are mak- 
ing good cuts, but stocks are by no means well assorted, 
and dimensions and other items are scarce at a good 
many mills. The yellow pine men here do not look for. 
any improvement in the car situation for another month; 
neither do they look for any material decrease in the 
demand for several weeks unless bad weather shall pre- 
vail, so the yellow pine mills will in all probability have 
business enough to keep them busy until the close of. the 
year. 





New Orleans, La. Delays in getting out orders be- 
cause of car shortage are growing more and more preva: 
lent. If anything the demand is a little better than it 
was last week and the chances are that after the elee- 
tion there will be a great deal of business turned loose. 
The mills in western Louisiana and Texas are suffering 
more from a shortage of cars than are those on the 
coast and directly contiguous to New Orleans. ‘The 
export trade continues good from Mexico and Central 
American countries. Locally there is a good feeling, 
orders continuing to come in at a rate which shows that 
the building season is far from over. Prices continue to 
get firmer, and the difficulty in getting cars is naturally 
tinging the demand with a color of briskness. 





New York City. A good demand is noted for this 
stock, but there are few stories of any big contracts. 
Still, the market is not overstocked and there are no 
signs that manufacturers will not keep up their sensible 
determination not to overdo the influx. 





Boston, Mass. Yellow pine shares the general wr 
fortable feeling of firm prices in the present and possibly 
higher prices in the future. During the week there has 
been a noticeable stiffening of values all around among 
the yellow pine salesmen and no diminution in conse- 
quence. Star rift flooring is particularly strong 17 Liar 
and what comes in is taken up and absorbed readily an¢ 
promptly. There is no room for improvement 17 
price of hard pine moldings, casing ete, 
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North Carolina Pine. 


Norfolk, Va. Demand for North Carolina pine keeps 
up to a very satisfactory degree, helped no doubt by 
extraordinarily fine weather which has _ prevailed 
throughout the month, enabling work to be carried on 
without interruption. Dealers are taking advantage 





evidently of the favorable season and laying in assort- _ 


ments by cargo, as shipments continue very heavy. Pricés 
rule firm and stocks of good grades on hand are not 
excessive. Box edge and stocks are the only items that 
have accumulated to any extent. 

Vessels are in ample supply at $2.25 and $2.50 to New 
York and sound ports; $3.50 to Boston. 





New York City. Demand is better than it has been 
and prices are firmly held. A good business was done last 
week and freights are reported to be stiffening up a little. 
No. 1 edge is quoted at $20.25 and No. 2 at $18. Box is 
quoted at $10.50 and 8-inch roofers are fairly priced at 
$12.50 to $13. 

Boston, Mass. North Carolina pine shows many an 
indication of improved condition, although a great pro- 
portion of dealers are still selling at prices somewhat 
lower than would seem necessary. The longest headed 
judges of the market concur in the belief that there is 
room for a slight improvement in North Carolina pine 
prices, and predict an increased demand in the near 
future. 


Philadelphia, Pa. There is a fair demand and orders 
are coming in a little more freely. No. 2’s are im best 
demand and are scarce. The market remains unchanged. 








Cypress. 


Chicago. About the usually large number of inquiries 
for cypress have continued to come in without regard to 
the nearness of election day. People who are using 
cypress are evidently either so well satisfied as to the 
outcome that they ignore it entirely, or else they are in 
such position that they need the stock for the completion 
of contracts which must be filled regardless of the out- 
come of the election. At any rate the situation has 
redounded to the benefit of the cypress industry, the 
demand having continued reasonably brisk and stocks 
being kept below the normal. There is quite a scarcity 
of tank lumber, especially 24-inch, and practically all of 
that coming forward at present is kiln-dried. Several 
sales of 24 and 3-inch stock have lately been made in 
this market and numerous other inquiries for similar 
stock are at hand. Inch lumber does not vary from the 
usual price of $33.25 for firsts and seconds, while $40.50 
is paid for the 24-inch. 








St. Louis, Mo. There are no new features to the situ- 
ation and the volume of business transacted is about the 
same as last reported. A few sales were made during 
the week but none are bragging in the least about how 
things are coming their way. There are those who say 
that a few orders are being placed contingent on the 
election, but the majority of buyers of cypress are still 
delaying the placing of orders until the middle of Novem- 
ber, believing that the result of the election will very 
materially affect the amount of their purchases, but a 
number of them will have to increase their stocks as a 
matter of necessity if they expect to do any business at 
all. During this, the last week of suspense. little busi- 
ness is expected and no one is disappointed. A cypress 
wholesaler said today that if the result of the election 
shall be satisfactory there will be a tremendousamount of 
stock changing hands during the remainder of this year. 
Already inquiries are out for large lots of stock the 
purchase of which would have been already made but for 
the election, and these deals alone will aggregate more 
than the business of the past sixty days. Stocks in this 
city and in all the tributary territory are in need of 
replenishment and there is not enough stock at the mills 
to meet the demand if trade shall equal the expectations. 
At some mills it is necessary to fill orders with kiln 
dried stock in lieu of the air dried product. Such stock 
as is carried by the retail yards here is said to be moving 
in good volume. There is an excellent trade in this class 
of material in the St. Louis territory and the demand 
follows that for yellow pine and other building materials 
pretty closely. It is only from the factories and the 
wholesale yards that the demand is off. The present is 
a waiting condition and there is any amount of confi- 
dence because there is now not long to wait. 





Kansas City, Mo. This territory is still supplying 

® cypress manufacturers with the best part of the 
business amd orders from the southwest have been numer- 
ous this month. Dealers are handling it extensively this 
year and as their trade is good it is natural that the 

uisiana manufacturers should be getting considerable 
business from this section. There is not as much com- 
Plaint over slow shipments as there was in the spring. 
Manufacturers are better situated for cars than are the 
yellow pine people, so this matter has not troubled them 
to any great extent. Prices are still firm and will in 
all probability continue so for the rest of the year. It 
18 reported that stocks at the mills are accumulating 
slowly and that the manufacturers hope that their trade 
Will drop off by December so that they can get their 
stocks in shape for the big trade they expect next spring, 


New Orleans, La. The demand for cypress during the 
last week has improved materially over the previous 
week. A marked improvement is noted in the volume 
of business from the east. For the last two months 
business from New York, Pennsylvania and New Eng- 
land has been very quiet, but the last week or ten days 
has shown considerable gain. Inquiry has been good 
and a satisfactory percentage of it has developed into 
orders. The prospects are that after election there will 
be still further improvement. Eastern agents of the 
Southern Cypress Company write that they look for a 
very nice business after election. The west is still call- 
ing for considerable cypress. The demand has been heavy 
and mills have been kept busy handling orders, so that 
they have not felt the lull in the east. 





New York City. There is no fault found either with 
the demand or the price conditions of cypress in this dis- 
trict. The call is of large proportions and a good trade 
was done last week. Figures are being held pretty stiff 
and not much stock is coming up from the manufactur- 
ers, due of course to local conditions in the south. There 
is no danger, however, of any deep hole being made in the 
supply here. 

Boston, Mass. One of the large receivers in the 
Boston market states that the demand is all they want 
and they are not looking for new sales until after elec- 
tion when prices are surely going to be stiffer. This 
statement may be recognized as an old timer, but it 
undoubtedly has the ear marks of truth. In this case 
there is a good average demand for the lumber as it is, 
and the tendency has been constantly stronger for some 
weeks. This was assisted in the first place by advanc- 
ing freight rates and now by the good demand for dry 
stock, which is scarce and hard to get. 





Shingles. 


Minneapolis, Minn. The demand for shingles in 
transit still continues the feature of the market at this 
point. Wet weather has seemingly produced an abnor- 
mal demand from the consumer and dealers are unable to 
supply it. On account of variance in values it is diffi- 
cult to quote a price which will cover the market, but it 
is probable that extra A’s can command from $2.08 to 
$2.12. This price, however, is for goods in transit only, 
and red cedars to follow out the regular course of ship- 
ment can be secured at a somewhat reduced figure. But 
little buying is being done outside of transits and but 
little improvement can be looked for until after the 
election. It is claimed by some handlers that if the 
election result satisfactorily to dealers there may be a 
much larger demand for goods during the winter months. 








Kansas City, Mo. Extra Star A Stars 6 to 2-inch are 
now selling here at $2.26, an advance of 3 cents a thou- 
sand since last week. The demand for prompt shipment 
can nowhere be accommodated, though dealers are trying 
to hurry out shipments. There is a big demand for 
shingles in trarsit, as it is getting so late in the season 
that dealers know they cannot now place an order and 
get it through in time for fall trade. There are only a 
few cars coming ir transit. The mills are away behind 
on their shipments, and as cars on the coast are more 
or less scarce, it looks as if they would so continue 
until the end of the year. In the meantime prices con- 
tinue firm and further advances will not surprise any 
one. 





New Orleans, La. Shingle stocks continue at a very 
low ebb, the ever present rush of orders preventing 
accumulation. So stiffly has the demand been holding 
up that there is not a mill in the south which has any 
surplus of shingles of any grade. Prices are naturally 
very firm. There will be no change in the shingle list 
this year. For a time it was thought advisable to raise 
prices 25 cents more on bests, but it was finally deter- 
mined to let well enough alone. 





Buffalo, N. Y. There is a much better movement in 
shingles than formerly, red cedars leading more and 
more. There will not be any more 18-inch white pines 
in this market so long as red cedars are so far under- 
selling them and the tendency to obtain low prices 
induces the trade to take the middle and lower grades 
largely. One firm that has twenty cars in sight reports 
that sixteen of them are ordered out already, which 
is an encouraging outlook. 

Boston, Mass. Shingles appear to be a little stronger 
in their tendency, and buyers as a general rule concede 
that the day of lowest prices in New Brunswick and 
Maine shingles is about past. Washington cedar shingles 
still continue strong at a price in the vicinity of $3 for 
clear vertical grain, measuring five butts to 2 inches. 





Cooperage. 





Chicago. The demand for cooperage stock continues 
dull and colorless, sales being light and the inquiry 
devoid of the slightest interest. Stocks are heavy and 
but little manufacture is goimg on, Prices are being 
considerably sacrificed on most items, but even at a 
considerable cut there is little incentive to buying, as 
consumers do not want the stock at present and cannot 


be induced to buy. It is hoped that a brighter prospect 
will be opened up after election. 





Minneapolis, Minn. By reason of the extreme activ- 
ity of the local flour mills it is claimed that the cooper- 
age sold during the past week has been in better volume 
than one or two weeks ago. Local coopers are not pur- 
chasing heavily but are finding it necessary to buy some 
goods to keep up stocks. Inquiry is much better at 
present than before noticeable during the past month. 
Apparently coopers are on the market in anticipation of 
their future need of materials, but as yet they seem to 
be undecided as to how to place their orders. It is be- 
lieved that with the election over there will be an active 
demand for goods and holders of stock are maintaining 
values in anticipation of greater activity in the future. 
Heading still holds at about 53 cents and staves are at 
about previous quotations. 





Buffalo,N. Y. The big apple crop has made every- 
thing lively all the fall. There is some scarcity of cer- 
tain hardwoods that go into second-class slack barrels, 
but the season is so nearly over that there need be no 
difficulty from that direction now. As a rule there is 
money in jobbing, but the barrel business is so badly 
cut up that there is much complaint of loss. The fact is 
that the overdoing of the business is aggravated by a 
low price of flour, making it impossible for millers to 
pay good prices for barrels and driving them into soft 
packages to a great extent. Flour barrels are selling 
from 37 cents down and fruit barrels at 30 cents, with 
first-class elm staves not above $8.50 by the car load, 
basswood heading, 64 cents and 6-foot coiled hoops, 
$8.75. A noticeable improvement in the tight-barrel 
trade is reported, mainly on account of the slackness in 
Chicago competition and the revival of demand for cop- 
per packages. ‘Tight-barrel coopers buy stock of pro- 
ducers direct, pork-barrel staves commanding $20 and 
tierces staves $25, with hoops, $8 to $12. 








Advertisements will be inserted in this department 
at the following rates: 
For one week, . * © 
For two weeks, - . ° . 
For three weeks, - - - 60 cents a line. 
For four weeks, - - - - 76 cents a line. 
Nine words of ordinary length make one line. 
Heading counts as two lines. 
No display except the headings can be admitted. 


Remittances to accompany the order. No extra 
charge for copies of paper containing advertisement. r 
Copy must be in this office not later than Thursday 
morning to secure insertion in Saturday’s paper. ; 


[ Wanted:Employees | 


WANTED-—-TWO OR THREE GOOD MEN 
As managers for lumber yards in southwestern Nebraska. Must 
be thoroughly acquainted with the retail trade and up-to-date, 
and not over thirty-five years old. An ability to speak German 
would be an advantage. 

Address “J. K. 8,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—YELLOW PINE SALESMAN, 
One who has an established trade in Indiana and Ohio, to sell yel- 
low pine; contract for next year beginning Jan. Ist on salary, ex 
poo and commission. None but men having established trade 
n territory mentioned, with best of references, need apply. 
Address “Y. P. 25,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—RETAIL OFFICE MAN 


Capable of waiting on customers, estimating and selling bills, etc. 
Address ‘CENTRAL ILLINOIS,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—ENGINEER AND MACHINIST. 
Want a first class saw mill engineer who is alsoa practicai ma- 
chinist. Steady position. State age, whether married or single, 
and wages wanted. Give references. 
Address YA WKEY LUMBER CO., Hazelhurst, Wis. 


WANTED-—FIRST CLASS SAWYER 
To cut oak lumber in Arkansas, Give experience and pay 
wanted. Circular mill. 
Address “J. K. 9,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—EMPLOYEES AT ONCE. 
One band sawyer, two block setters, one engineer, one mill- 
wright and assistant foreman. 
HOUSTON, BROS., Bigbee, Miss. 


WANTED-—TWO INSPECTORS 
For shipping all kinds of dressed lumber and mill work, and one 
that is capable of ee lumber to eastern market. 
‘Address “F. H. 9,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED—CIRCULAR FILERS 
To know that they can cut more and better lumber hammering 
their saws to my latest third edition of instructions and qorae- 
A cash forfeit if you do not. If filers in the fastest mills in the 
U. S. use them, why not you? Do you want to hammer a saw 
that cannot be broken; command more pay, and respect; then 
lay your conceit aside, for none of us ‘know it all.” 

J. H. MINER, Lumberton, Miss. 


WANTED—YARD FOREMAN AND INSPECTOR 
Thoroughly understanding all grades of pine. Competent to 
manage men and take charge of yard ha ten nm feet 
Besedy job Bes round, Perfect climate. Send 

e a pee to 


ann y. 
reterence and f UMBEE & BOX COMPANY, 
Redlands nb Bernardino County, Cal, 


26 cents a line. 
45 cents a line. 
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WANTED-—A COMPETENT BOOKKEEPER 
Who has had experience in the lumber business. 
Address “fF. H. 1,” care of American Lumberman. 





WANTED-—SALESMAN. 

Experienced hardwoodlumbersalesman. Country trade. State 
former employers, territory traveled, age and salary required, 
Address “F. H. 2," care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED--FOREMAN 
For custom planing mill. Must be thoroughly practical and com- 
petent to take entire charge and make it pay. Position perma- 
nent. Only first class parties need apply, 
Address “J. H.” care of American Lumberman. 








WANTED-—TO CORRESPOND 
With practical hardwood lumberman, one who has had exper- 
ienee in sawing tropical hardwoods, to go to the Philippine 
Islands. Address STEWART SPALDING, Sec’y, 

135 Adams Street, Chicago, II. 





| Wanted=Tinber=-Tinber Lands | 


WANTED-TO TRADE 
Improved Chicago property, value $71,000, for good timber lands. 
Hardwood or pine. Address O. L. THOMAS, State Line, Wis. 


WANTED-—TIMBER LANDS. 
Direct from owners only. Ican place a number of A 1 tracts 
of pine and hardwood if at right price. Correspondence solic- 
ited. ROBERT JONES, Monadnock Block, Chicago, Ill. 


Wantedfiumber =~ Shingles 











WANTED-—T RAIL. 
10,000 feet of second hand T rail, 12 or 16 pounds to the yard. 
Address “N. B. T.,”’ care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED. 
7 miles, 35 pound relaying steel. 
1 standard gauge Shay locomotive. 
15 logging cars or trucks. 
Name lowest cash prices f. 0. b. shipping point. 
Address “RAILS,” care of American Lumberman. 


| Wanted-Business Opportunities | 


WANTED-LUMBER YARDS. 
Three or four good country yards within fifty miles of Des 
Moines, lowa. Address ‘J. K.7,’’ careof American Lumberman. 














WANTED-—DRAFTSMAN. 

A first class mechanical draftsman on saw mill machinery. 
Give age, experience, references to ; 

FILER & STOWELL CO., Milwaukee, Wis. 

DO YOU WANT A POSITION? 

Try a small advertisement in the ‘‘Wanted Employment Col- 
umn” of the American Lumberman. It goes into the offices of 
all the leading lumber industries in the world. 


[ Wanted: Employment 


WANTED--POSITION 
By experienced lumberman having thorough knowledge of the 
manufacturing grades, ete.,of hardwood and pine lumber or will 
take charge of entire business from tree to market. 
Address “J. K. 6,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED--POSITION. 
An expert band saw filer wishes to make a change. 
Address “EXPERT,” care of American Lumberman. 








WANTED-—POSITION AS FOREMAN 
Of sash, door and blind factory; 8 years’ experience, best of ref- 
erences. Address “O.O.,’’ care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—-IN HARDWARE TRADE. 

First class hardwood salesman, wide acquaintance, wishes 
connection after January 1 with hardwood manufacturing or 
wholesaling institution whose stock, in quantity and quality, and 
whose business methods will command the best trade and the 
highest market prices. 

Address “J. K. 3,” care of American Lumberman, 


WANTED EMPLOYMENT 
As inspector, buyer, shipper, salesman, accountant or manager. 
Address “H. W. 70,” care of American Lumberman. 


POSITION WANTED 
By well equipped and competent land surveyor and timber esti- 


mator. Specialist in cedarand hemlock. Bestof reference can 
be given. Address ‘‘O. B. 'T.,” care of American Lumberman. 








RELIABLE YOUNG GERMAN AMERICAN 
Wants position as estimator, bill clerk, general office work or 
salesman, has been employed by large eastern sash, door and 
trim factory for eight years. Best references, 

Address “B. W. G.,”’ care of American Lumberman. 

WANTED-POSITION AS BAND SAW FILER 
In good up-to-date mill where quantity and quality is an object. 
Best of references. Can go immediately. 
J.S. BURTON, Ashland, Ky. 
POSITION WANTED AS BOOKKEEPER 

Or general office work, Have experience, references, character 
and energy. Not afraid of work. 

Address “Pp. J. P.,” care of American Lumberman. 

WANTED-POSITION AS BOOKKEEPER 
And stenographer, with firm in south or west, by young lady 22 
years old, experienced in both lines of work. Satisfaction guar- 
anteed. Address 

MISS WILLIE SMITH, 807 Cherry St., Kansas City, Mo. 

WANTED-POSITION 
By first class band saw filer, to take charge of one or two mills. 
Guarantee work will suit. Best references. West or south. 
Address A. E. CAMPBELL, care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-SITUATION 
By up-to-date circular filer. 18 years experience on fastest 
mills. Good references. Address 
“L. G. 9,” care of American Lumberman. 








WANTED-—CRATING LUMBER. 
L. BURG CARRIAGE CO., Dallas, IL. 


WANTED-—-RIFT FLOORING. 

Salesman with an established trade in New York State (six 
years’ acquaintance with this trade) and covering the territory 
regularly, wishes to add long leaf rift yellow pine flooring to his 
line. The largest demand is for 2% inch faceinlinchand 1 inch. 
Can handle a large amount. Correspondence desired only with 
manufacturers whose product is first class. State amount you 
can place at my disposal for this trade. . 

Address Box 472, care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-YELLOW PINE AND CYPRESS, 
By two energetic salesmen, who will open an office in Chicago, 
January 1, to sell on commission basis. 
ddress “J. K. 1,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED QUARTERED WHITE OAK MOULDINGS 
Five million feet, from 1 to 2% inches wide, % inches thick, all 
12 feet long. 
Also two million feet pitch pine for coffin wood. 
Address ‘‘MOULDINGS,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-FOR SPOT CASH. 
All kinds of hardwoods in all grades and thicknesses. 
Give full particulars as to dryness, length and width. 
H. M. SUSSWEIN & CO., 1 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y 
WANTED-LOG RUN WALNUT. 
We are large consumers of 1 inch log run walnut. Let us 
know what you have to offer in this line. Address 
McCOWEN & McCOWEN, Salem, Ind. 














WANTED—-MILL ON CONTRACT. 
Portable saw miil to move on to hardwood tract in Pennsyl- 
vania and cut by the thousand. 
Address E. J. NOBLETT, 902 35th St., Chicago, Il. 


WANTED-—TO BUY A GOOD LUMBER YARD. 
Address ‘A. B.,’’ Carrier 6, Webster City, Iowa. 


WANTED-—TO BUY 
An interest in a southern yellow pine or hardwood saw mill plant, 
Address “FE, D. 16,’ care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED~ALL RETAILERS 


Who are interested in specialties and in good things generally, to 
keep track of our advertising from week to week as perpearsts 
Co. 











the American Lumberman. NORTH WESTERN LUMB 


| Wanted:Miseellaneous | 


WANTED-—TO BUY. 
Abandoned saw mill buildings, warehouses, tramways, sheds, 
ete. Also second hand machinery. Address 
“A, D. 2,” care of American Lumberman. 


SEND YOUR TELEGRAMS 
For Minneapolis, St. Paul, Winona, La Crosse, Dubuque, Duluth, 
superior and West Superior over the North American telegraph 
lines through your local Postal Telegraph office. 
C, M. LORING, Pres. H. A. TUTTLE, Supt 

















WANTED-BLACK ASH. 
A quantity of one inch well air dried black ash dimension stock. 
Will pay cash upon receipt of stock. We desire sizes that use the 
jumber with but little waste. Write for full particulars and list 
of sizes. BELDING-HALL MANUFACTURING CO. 
Belding, Mich. 


WANTED-HARDWOODS. 
We are large buyers of oak, chestnut, ash, whitewood, south- 
ern pine and cypress. Write us. 
MONTGOMERY DOOR & BOX CO., Buffalo, N. Y. 


WANTED QUARTERED WHITE OAK 
Strips, 4-4, 3inch to 5 inch wide, one face and two edges clear, 
12 feet long; also white ash strips and boards. 

Address JOHN W. HUSSEY, 1 Broadway, New York. 
WANTED-WALNUT LUMBER AND SQUARES. 
We buy for cash: Walnut boards and planks, firsts and seconds; 

walnut squares, 2x2 inches to 6x6 inches, 12 inches and up long. 
Apply for specifications of sizes. Address 
P. O. BOX, 2569, New York City, New York. 


WANTED-—FOR CASH. 
Soft elm, black ash, basswood, soft maple and oak, plain and 
quartered; inspection at oad point. 
E. C. BRADFORD, 71 Buh! Block, Detroit, Mich. 


WANTED—HARDWOOD LUMBER. 
For cash, quartered and pew sawed red and white oak, poplar, 
ash, walnut and hickory, Send list of your stock. 
F. R. CRANE & CO., Chicago, Tl. 


WANTED-—FOR EXPORT. 
All kinds of logs and lumber, povment by New York bankers. 
DENNY, MOTT & DICKSON, London, England. 


YOU ARE INVITED 
To send for a copy of the Lumberman’s Actuary; it will soon 
pay for itself in time saved. This book gives the feet in all stock 
sizes from 1 to 1,000 pieces and the amount at oi from $1.00 to 
$50.00 a thousand of any quantity from 1 to 26,000 feet—results 
ready for use. Cut-in-index. Delivered in cloth binding, for $2.50. 
in leather, for $3.00. Free sample pages. 
For sale by AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, Chicago. 


























WANTED-—POSITION AS YARD MANAGER. 
Twelve years experience, good references or cash security; 
also have experience as sash and door salesman. 
Address “M. A. B.,"’ care of American Lumberman. 


| Wanted:-Seeond ttand Machinery | 





COMPETENT PLANING MILL FOREMAN 
Up-to-date, is open for position in plant that can afford to pay 
$1,000a year. Address “M.J.F.,’’ 21182nd St., Minneapolis, Minn. 


WANTED-—POSITION 
By a first class saw mill foreman, understands keeping mill in good 
repair. Also filing all kinds of circular saws. First class refer- 
ence. Address “J. O.,”" care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION. 

An experienced bookkeeper, stenographer andsalesman would 
like to invest small amount of cash with services in established 
lumber business in Missouri. Address 

“BOOKKEEPER,” care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION AS SUPERINTENDENT 
Of lumbering operations, railroad or otherwise. 22 years experi- 
ence, 18 years with present employers. Thoroughly understand 
hardwood and cedar. Best references. 

Address “F, D. 14," care of American Lumberman. 


WANTED-—POSITION. 
Steam engineer of ability; will go anywhere. 
Address “C, E. 1,” care of American Lumberman. 


MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALE DEALERS 
In want of traveling salesmen, apply 
JNO. OXENPORD. Secretary, 
Central Association Traveling Lumber, Sash and Door Salesmen, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


WANTED—-EMPLOYMENT 

By two expert workmen, namely: The Coalier’s Actuary and 

The Lumberman’s Actuary. All the results you figured out so 

carefully heretofore are here looked at as quick as you look at 
our watch. Delivered for $2.50 each in cloth, or $3.00 each in 
eather. Sample pages FREE. Address 

AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, Chicago. 




















WANTED—TO BUY 
A good self in and out feed rip saw machine. Give full descrip- 
tion and lowest price. 
Address W. B. EARTHMAN & CO., Nashville, Tenn. 


WANTED-—TO BUY SECOND HAND 
Double planer and matcher. State condition, make and price. 
A. W. WOLFE, Gladstone, Mich. 


WANTED-—-TO BUY 
A second hand slab burner. 
HUBBARD & VINCENT, Duluth, Minn. 


WANTED-—PLANING MILL MACHINERY. 

24 inch double or single surfacer, 8 or 9 inch moulder, self feed 
rip saw, siding resaw, automaticknife grinder, swing cut-off saw, 
side edger or hand feed rip saw. 

Address P. O. BOX NO. 48, Nicholasville, Ky. 


WANTED. 
Spoke, handle, rake, clothespin, shoepeg and rake machinery. 
Would buy complete factory, also bending outfit. 
. B. WILKES, Brantford, Canada. 

















| or Sale-Tinber inher Lands | 





WHITE OAK TIMBER FOR SALE. 
We have 12,000 acres of splendid white oak stumpage for sale, 
average of half mile haul to railroad. 16 cent rate to Chicago. 
CAMPBELL LUMBER CO., Campbell, Mo. 


FOR SALE-PINE OAK. 
10.000 acres pine and oak, north Louisiana. 
50,000 acres pine, oak, poplar, ete., in Louisiana, solid body near 
railways. 
Also several small tracts pine and oak, 1,000 to 5,000 acres. 
W. H. HOWCOTT, New Orleans, La. 


CHEAP FARMS— CHEAP TIMBER LANDS 
Tn the best agricultural part of the Mississippi Valley; not sub- 
ject to overflow.” Investors, timbermen and farmers write to 
L. C. PHILLIPS, county clerk, New Madrid, Mo. 


FOR SALE-—IN TRACTS TO SUIT BUYER, 
Washington, Oregon and California timber lands. 
G. B. PEAVEY, 503 New York Block, Seattle, Wash. 


SIXTY MILLIONS WHITE PINE, 
25 millions yellow pine, North Carolina. 9,237 acres Kentucky, 
$1.75 acre. JAMES ROBY, 677 North Colony, Meriden, Conn. 


ABOUT $iO PER ACRE WILL BUY 
Any part of 5,000 acres sugar and yellow pine. Will cut over 20,- 
000 to acre. Close to rail and market. Good water power, or 
will sell stumpage. D. J. CANTY, East Oakland, Cal. 


FOR SALE-—-TIMBER LAND. 

There is a tract of timber land of 78,000 acres in Swain County, 
North Carolina, to which can be added from other owners 12,000 
moreif wanted,and thislast inside the boundary of the larger tract. 

On this tract there is 125 million feet of popular, 15 million feet 
of white ash, 10 million feet of cherry, 50 million feet of good 
sound chestnut, 200 million feet of spruce, 50 million feet of hem- 
lock, 50 million feet of oak, both white and red, 10 million feet of 




















birch and 10 million feet of buckeye and cucumber, total 520 mil- - 


lion feet, besides dogwood, basswood, locust and hickory. The 
title has been assailed in the courts and found to be good. Price 
$3.00 per acre, 

This land extends from the Southern Railway at one place to 
about eight miles from the railroad and is watered by four good 
— rising on the land and flowing into the river near the 
railroad. 

To work this deal it will be necessary to build about five miles 
of tram road to begin with and about two miles a year at a cost 
of $250 to $300 per mile. The capital required will be about 
$200,000 of which there is $75,000 already provided if agreeable to 
the others, who take it up. For further information write to 

. V. RICHARDS, 
Land and Industrial Agent of the Southern R’y, at Washington, 
D. C., or J. F. OLSEN, 
Agent Land and Industrial Department, 
225 Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 


FOR SALE-—TIMBER LANDS. 
New saw mill and land in Arkansas, $8,000; also 10,000 acres, 
cut 5,000 feet. $3.00. Write me for timber any kind. 
D. M. FREDERIKSEN, Room 419, The Temple, Chicago, Dl. 


FOR SALE—-YELLOW PINE TIMBER. 

I still have plenty of the finest of Seog! pine timber and some 
good mill sites on the N. O. & N. E. R. R. (Q. &C. Route), in south 
eastern Mississippi. No swamps, good water, ete. Write me if 
you want timber for any purpose. 

J. H. MOORES, Ellisville, Miss. 


FOR SALE-300,000 WHITE OAK TREES. 
Address “G, 26,” care of American Lumberman. 














e e 
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WANTED-3-FOOT GAUGE LOCOMOTIVE. . 

We wish'to purchase a 8-foot gauge direct connected locomo- 
tive, with cylinders 10 inch or 11 inch diameter, with four low 
drivers; must have two or four wheel engine truck; could use 
saddle tank, but prefer separate tender. Give maker’s name 


and number and say when built, together with complete detailed 
description and lowest cash price f.0.b. cars shipping point, nam- 


ing shipping point. ress 
GEO. M. DILLEY & SON, Palestine, Texas, 





BARGAINS IN TIMBER AND IRON LANDS. 
15,680 acres in Essex Co., N. Y., near railroad. Estimated, con- 
tains 40,000 cords pulp wood and 40,000 cords white birch. Has 
superb water power, and inexhaustible iron mines. Also 1, 
acres oak timber land in Scott Co., Tenn., 4% miles from railroad. 
Prices marvelously low to quick buyers. 
REST LAND CO., Syracuse, N. Y- 


FOR SALE. 

The property of The Michigan Land and Iron Company Ose 
ited), in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan for sale. This consis 
of timber land and mineral properties. For particulars 

THE MICHIGAN LA ND IRON COMPANY (Ltd), 





Marquette, Michigan. 
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